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Opportunities
ITU-T has undoubtedly greatly contributed to the growth of global telecommunications. Still, in some areas improvements can be envisaged; for example, as to encouraging accessibility to all facets of modern (also mobile) telecommunication for all members of the world's population, including older people and in some regard disabled people. Industry is not always equipped or inclined to search for remedies for these people's difficulties - whereas university laboratories may do so.
Another area where universities may play an important role, directly contributing to ITU-T Recommendations, is in adequately harnessing the results of many current joint European research projects, for instance, on video encoding/decoding schemes, especially as to quantitative evaluation of  visually perceived image quality before and after this encoding or decoding.

One of the largest mutual, albeit long term, benefits of  cooperation between ITU-T and universities is in making known the world of standardization, in particular as to telecommunication, to researchers, teachers and students at universities, and thereby, society at large.

Challenges  

There are indeed also hurdles in the envisaged cooperation. Continuity in participation in the typical ITU-T recommendation-creating process, that up to now is driven by Contributions from m- or M-members of the ITU-T: "No contributions to a subject? then no Recommendation", is not an easy task for a university, also financially. Perhaps there is a role here for the national representation in ITU-T of the country to which the university at stake belongs.

However, the biggest hurdle is to raise the active interest of industry; without industry there can be no fruitful effective cooperation between ITU-T and Universities.
                                   
	Attention: This is a document submitted to the work of ITU-T and as such is intended for use by the Member States of ITU, by ITU-T Sector Members and Associates, and their respective staff and collaborators in their ITU-related work. It is made publicly available for information purposes but shall not be redistributed without the prior written consent of ITU. Copyright on this document is owned by the author, unless otherwise mentioned. This document is not an ITU-T Recommendation, an ITU publication, or part thereof.



