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1. ITU was always a meeting plays for academic experts representing different disciplines. But in the majority of the study groups the engineers on the one hand, remained among themselves while on other hand in other groups lawyers and political scientist dominated the membership. There was only little trans-disciplinary discussion. This situation reflected the reality of the past. Technical issues of the development of information and communication technologies were clearly separated from the legal, economic and political issues raised by the application and use of these technologies. This reality has changed. Today it is nearly impossible to separate technical and political issues if it comes to problems related to the development and application of new ICTs, in particular if they are related to the Internet. One conclusion from this special type of “convergence” is for technicians is not enough to discuss the technical issue, they also have to understand the political, economic, legal and social implications of their research and development. On the other hand, lawyers, economists and political scientists will fail in developing political frameworks, legal mechanism or business models if they do not understand the technologies behind applications and services.    
2. The new complexity of ICT and Internet related issues became visible in the process of the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) and here in particular in the discussion on “Internet Governance”. In the first phase of WSIS, there was conflict between a narrow and a broad approach to Internet Governance. Some groups argued that Internet Governance is nothing more as the technical coordination of specific identifiers and protocols while other groups argued that Internet Governance includes also issue related to the application of the Internet, including eCommerce, eGovernment and Cybercrime. The “UN Working Group on Internet Governance” (WGIG) which presented its final report in July 2005 argued in favour of a “broad definition of Internet Governance. According to WGIG, Internet Governance is “the development and application by Governments, the private sector and civil society, in their respective roles, of shared principles, norms, rules, decision-making procedures, and programmes that shape the evolution and use of the Internet. ” Such a broad definition includes both technical as well as legal, political economic, cultural, social and other aspects.  
3. Established structures and curricula at universities are disciplinary oriented and concentrated on one subject. In the majority of Master programmes for engineers there are no courses related to law or political sciences, while Master courses for lawyers and political scientist do not have, as a rule, courses on ICT development or the Internet. As a consequence from the lack of a truly multidisciplinary higher education technicians have too less knowledge on the legal and political implications of their subject while lawyers and political scientist do often not understand the complexity and function of new ICT technologies. To improve the situation there is a need to develop new curricula and courses which are more trans- and multidisciplinary and offer students of computer sciences, informatics, engineering as well as students of law, political science, economy, communication etc. opportunities to get a full and more horizontal picture of the broader Internet related environment of the information society in which they will work. 
4. The Department of Media and Information Sciences at the University of Aarhus, which trains both computer experts as well as media professionals has started already in 1998 a special cross-disciplinary course on “International Information and Communication Policy and Regulation” which covered technical as well as political and legal aspects of the development of new ICTs. The course has evolved over the year and is now named “Global Information Society: Internet Policy & Regulation”. (Annex I). It covers the main issues raised by the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). The course is open for students from various disciplines. It is part of the University´s international programme with the framework of ERASMUS and SOCRATES. Students earn 15 ECST from the course. (Annex II)
5. ITU could become a facilitator for a multidisciplinary cooperation both among academic researchers and academic teachers. It could promote the exchange of experiences among universities as well as among academicians and practitioners and it could distribute “best practices” in related academic research and education. 

Annex I: Outline
The general objective of the course is to enable students to understand better processes of globalization, media convergence and the transformation from the industrial to the information society. It is aimed in particular at the role of the Internet as the basic infrastructure for the global information society at its political, legal, economic, social and cultural implications. The course covers the broad range of issues, which has been discussed and negotiated in the process of the Word Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). 

The course has four parts. Part I covers the history of the media, the right to communicate, globalization, digitalization, convergence and the results of the UN World Summit on the Information Society. Part II discusses more in detail the history of the Internet, its functioning, the role of the technical Internet core resources as well as the various policy models for the governance of the Internet. Part III covers a selected number of concrete Internet applications and challenging issues like cybercrime, privacy, intellectual property and eCommerce. The Final Parts discusses European policiestowards the information society and the Internet as well as the challenge of the Digital Divide.

The course combines traditional offline F2F lectures, moderated seminars and workshops with virtual Online Discussions where students are invited to prepare statements and interventions. Students are encouraged to participate virtually in the 1st Internet Governance Forum in Athens/Greece, October 30 – November 2, 2006. . 

Students have to write a paper (20 pages) which will be marked. 

The course is based on the reading of the following academic and political texts:

Basic Academic Literature 

· Manuel Castells, The Internet Galaxy (2002)

· Lawrence Lessig, Free Culture (2005)

· Daniel Stauffacher & Wolfgang Kleinwächter, The World Summit on the Information Society: Moving from the Past into the Future (2005)

· William J. Drake, Reforming Internet Governance  (2005) 

Further Recommended Academic Literature 

· Lawrence Lessig, The Future of Ideas (2003)

· Donald McLean, Internet Governance (2004)

· Jack Glodsmith & Tim Wu, Who Controls the Internet? Illusions of a Borderless World, (2006)

· Wolfgang Kleinwächter, Macht und Geld in Cyberspace (2004) / in German only

Official WSIS documents 

· Geneva Declaration of Principles & Geneva Plan of Action, December 2003

· Civil Society WSIS Declaration, December 2003

· Report of the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG), July 2005

· Tunis Commitment & Tunis Agenda of the Information Society, November 2005

Students, participating in the course, should have a basic understanding of theories of the information society and the role of the Internet.  

Annex II: Programme
Information Society Theories & Internet Policy and Regulation

Lecturer:  Prof. Wolfgang Kleinwächter 

Dates: Wednesday, 13.00 – 16.00, Thursday, 13.00 – 16.00 , Friday, 9.00 – 12.00  

Place: Cood Building, Room 224.

	Date
	Lecture

	06.09.2006

(Wednesday)
	Lecture 1:
From Gutenberg to the Internet: History of Media  Development and the Human Right to Communicate 

	20.09.2006

(Wednesday)
	Lecture 2:
Theories and Policies for the Global Information Society: Digitalisation, Media Convergence and Globalization 

	21.09.2006

(Thursday)
	Lecture 3:
The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) I: From Geneva 2003 to Tunis 2005

	22.09.2006

(Friday) 
	Lecture 4: 
The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) II: The Digital Solidarity Agenda 2015

	23.09.2005 –

04.10.2006
	Virtual Snowball-Discussion I:
Private Sector vs. Governments: Who should Govern the Internet?

	05.10.2006

(Thursaday)
	Lecture 5: 

The Territory of Cyberspace: Root Server, IP Addresses and the Domain Name System

Real Snowball Discussion I 

 HYPERLINK "http://imv.au.dk/~wolfgang/ic/Temp/v08.html" :
Private Sector vs. Governments: Who should Govern the Internet?

	06.10.2006

(Friday) 
	Lecture 6: 
Internet Governance:  ICANN and the Role of the United Nations

Castells Discussion 1 : 
Chapter II: The Culture of the Internet

	06.10.2006 – 11.10.2006
	Individual Consultations on Seminar Papers  


	11.10.2006

(Wednesday)
	Lecture 7: 

The Dark Side of the Internet: Cybercrime, Spam, Phishing etc.



	12.10.2006

(Thursday)
	Lecture 8: 

Privacy on the Internet: The End of Anonymity? 



	13.10.2006 – 22.11.2006
	Virtual Snowball Discussion II:
Freedom vs. Control: How far the Internet should be regulated?

	30.10.2006 -  

03.11.2006
	Virtual Participation in the 1st Internet Governance Forum (IGF) in Athens/Greece:  

www.intgovforum.org 

	23.11.2006

(Thursday)


	Lecture 9: 
Legal Frameworks for eCommerce: From the “Bubble” back to Business?

Castells Discussion 2 

 HYPERLINK "http://imv.au.dk/~wolfgang/ic/Temp/v08.html" : 
Chapter VI: Privacy and Liberty in Cyberspace

	24.11.2006

(Friday)
	Lecture 10:  
Ownership in Cyberspace: Intellectual Property Rights in the Internet
Castells Discussion 3 

 HYPERLINK "http://imv.au.dk/~wolfgang/ic/Temp/v08.html" : 
Chapter III: eBusiness and the New Economy

	30.11.2006 
	Lecture 11: 

The Digital Divide: Internet Development in Third World Countries

Real Snowball Disucssion II 

Freedom vs. Control: How far the Internet should be regulated?

	01.12.2006 
	Lecture 12:  

iEurope 2010: How the EU moves into the Information Age

Lessig Discussion 1:

Free Culture and Intellectual Property Righs

	04.12.2006 – 08.12.2006
	Virtual Participation in the 27th ICANN Meeting in Sao Paulo/Brazil:  

www.icann.org

	01.12.2006– 13.12.2006
	Consultations on Final Seminar Papers 

 

	14.12.2006
	Symposium with Students Presentations:

National Internet Policies: Case Studies

	15.12.2006


	Round Table: 

Information Society 2015: What will be next and where we have to go?


Final Papers has to be delivered until January 10th, 2007

Wolfgang Kleinwächter is Professor for Internet Policy & Regulation at the University of Aarhus. He was a member of the UN Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG) and is Special Adviser to the Chair of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) 
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