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1 Introduction


The latest but on-going drastic changes in environments surrounding ICT industries and academia, such as deregulations and globalizations, may require new relationships between them.

The professional institutes are also considering new ways to keep active after change in the long and stable traditional relationships between industries and academia.


Today, research topics in industries and academia are coming closer, and the collaborations between them are being more and more active.


In the past, one of the most important roles of academia represented by universities is to educate students and send them as engineers to industries. The education itself is becoming more collaborative as well as research collaboration. Graduate students are indispensable part of research and development, which means that they are starting their professional careers in graduate schools. 

It will be a good time to re-consider the relationship between ITU and academia.
2 New relationships are required


Thanks to the recent quick evolution in ICT, the roles of academia are more and more increasing.  In the professional institutes' activities, such as academic conferences, the importance of the activities by academia has been increasing year by year, while that of the industries is rather decreasing.  This situation has pros and cons.


The pros are, for example,
(1)
Graduate students could meet the frontiers and experts of industries, and

(2)
Not only theoretical researches but also more practical development could be also dealt with by academia.


The cons are, for example,
(1)
Academia has generally instable financial funds for such temporary activities, in particular for graduate students.

(2)
Academic discount is generally adopted, which is financially not good for conferences.


The activities in academia are done by professional researchers such as professors and lecturers.  Recently contributions by graduate students are being more and more active in ICT fields in many countries.

Therefore, the new relationship should take into account the following points:

(1) The contributions by the professional members of academia will make ITU more active, which is partly facilitated. The participations from academia are accepted not under affiliation with academia, but under the temporary affiliation with member states or sector members of ITU. The problem is that under current condition, the participation from academia are limited. Easy participation mechanisms are to be considered.
(2) Professional studies are essential part of academia, which are helpful to validate the proposed/discussed candidate specifications and algorithms.

This could be done by ITU academy or ITU Academy member universities, if we could say so.  The supports for these members should be considered which will be beneficial to ITU activities in many ways.  This will give graduate students chances to deal with real world technologies.
(3) The support for graduate students will increase the number of future engineers and possible contributors to ITU, who will be supporters to ITU.

We can have programs for professional members as contributors, and programs for graduate students as future players and contributors.

3 Conclusions


The new relationships between ITU and academia are discussed.  The new relationships will be mutually beneficial.  Someone says that the organizations for profit never win in the competition with non-profit organizations.  Academia is one of the biggest and consistent players to technology, and will play more important roles to global standardizations, very hopefully.
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