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Standadization is indispensable for progress in information and communications technologies. The contribution of ITU-T in this regard has been quite laudable. Setting up collaboration with universities is an effective way of ensuring that end-users are made aware of the standards evolved. In the university setup this could be achieved in the following ways:

1. by building awareness of standards into the existing curricula, 
2. by organizing awareness workshops in collaboration with ITU-T, 
3. by developing tutorial material in local languages,

4. by making the standards themselves available in the local languages through translation.

The role of 3 and 4 can hardly be overemphasized. In a multilingual context like the Indian subcontinent, it is not enough to make the standards available in English, Spanish or French. Despite the widely advertised competence of the educated Indian population in English, making the standards available in Hindi, Bengali, Marathi, Telugu etc. could go a very long way towards getting them widely appreciated and accepted.

It seems to me that a strong and close collaboration between ITU-T and premier Indian academic institutions like the University of Hyderabad could achieve a lot by way of translation and dissemination of the ITU standards. I would welcome the opportunity to present a blueprint for such a collaborative project at your planning and consultation meeting in January.
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