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	Subject:
	TSAG Questionnaire to developing countries on Bridging the Standardization Gap


	Action:
	Please return the questionnaire by 13 June 2008 at the latest

To: tsbpromo@itu.int


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
As agreed by TSAG, in close cooperation with TDAG, you will find in the Annex to this Circular a questionnaire on the topic of bridging the standardization gap addressed to developing countries. The purpose of the questionnaire is to identify the views of developing countries with respect to ITU-T work and to identify possible improvements that would help in bridging the standardization gap in line with WTDC Resolution 47 (Doha, 2006), in implementing                   PP-06 Resolution 123 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) and WTSA Resolution 44 (Florianopolis, 2004). This questionnaire will provide information on the relevance of ITU-T Recommendations for developing countries and a tool to develop strategies to meet the requirements of the above-mentioned Resolutions.

2
The standardization gap might be defined as disparities in the ability of representatives of developing countries, compared with representatives of developed countries, to access, implement, contribute to and influence international ICT standards, specifically ITU Recommendations. Bridging the standardization gap means facilitating the participation of developing countries in the standards development process which in turn allows them to profit from access to new technology developments, and ensures that their requirements are taken into account in the development of standards.
3
Further information and a briefing report on this topic can be found in the ITU-T standardization gap web page at: 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/gap/ 
and

http://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/oth/06/0A/T060A0060060001PDFE.pdf .
4
I should like to stress the importance of this questionnaire as a contribution to enable ITU to meet its vision of connecting the world and fulfilling everyone’s fundamental right to communicate, making the world a better and safer place. The standardisation development gap is itself both a cause and a manifestation of the wider digital divide between information haves and have nots. Please make sure that your answers are as accurate as possible. The replies will be analysed by TSB and results will be published as a contribution to the next TSAG meeting in July 2008.

5
I should be grateful therefore if you could complete the Questionnaire reproduced in Annex 1 and return it to me by fax: +41 22 730 5853 or, preferably, by e-mail at the following address: tsbpromo@itu.int no later than 13 June 2008.
6
Any requests for further details or clarification in respect of the present questionnaire should be sent to me, preferably by e-mail at the following address: tsbpromo@itu.int .
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 213)

Please return this Questionnaire completed to the following address:
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau/ITU
Place des Nations
CH-1211 GENEVA 20
fax: +41 22 730 5853
E-mail: tsbpromo@itu.int
Questionnaire to developing countries on

Bridging the Standardization Gap 


(Adopted by TSAG and TDAG, based on original proposal from ITU-T Study Group 3)

The purpose of this questionnaire is to identify the views of representatives of developing countries with respect to ITU work and to identify possible improvements that would help in bridging the ICT standardization gap (Resolution 123).

Part 1:  ITU-T Study Group activities

1.1
How familiar are you with the Recommendations (standards) published by the Telecommunication Standardization Sector of the International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU-T)? Please indicate your rating on a scale from 1 (no knowledge) to 5 (very familiar) as shown below:


1



2


3


4


5


1.2
In your experience, to what extent are existing ITU-T Recommendations relevant and useful in developing countries.  Please indicate your rating on a scale from 1(not relevant or useful) to 5 (very relevant and useful) as shown below:


1



2


3


4


5


1.3
Please list a few of the specific ITU-T Recommendations or Recommendation series which you consider to be the most relevant and useful for developing countries (Note: The full list of 
ITU-T Recommendations is available at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/publications/recs.html) :

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

1.4
Please list any difficulties that may have been encountered when implementing ITU-T Recommendations in developing countries or reasons that may be discouraging the participation of developing countries in ITU-T work or preventing the use of ITU Recommendations, for instance in procurement processes:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

1.5
Please suggest any ways and means that you think would lead to increased usage or awareness of ITU-T Recommendations in developing countries, or increased participation and inputs (contributions) by developing countries in ITU-T activities: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

1.6
In order to facilitate the participation of the Membership from the regions in ITU's standardization work, one possibility is to organize periodical regional ITU-T standardization “block” meetings. 

The meetings could cover topics of particular interest to the specific region from the pool of issues studied by ITU-T Study Groups. They would create an opportunity for the regions to increase their participation in the development of global ITU-T Recommendations and create the conditions for the exchange of views between experts from different Study Groups. The events could be held following/before Regional Forums that are planned one per region per year. 

The meetings could be organized with TSB secretarial support and hosted by and in cooperation with regional organizations. 

Do you think that such block meetings could help in facing the issues mentioned in items 1.4, and 1.5 above? 

Please indicate your rating on a scale from 1 (not helpful) to 5 (definitely helpful) as shown below:

1                                   2                                             3                                 4                                  5

1.7
In the event of a positive response to 1.6 above, would your organization/country be willing to host a regional standardization “block” meeting? 

YES / NO / MAYBE: _______________________?
Part 2: Response to WTSA-04 Resolutions

2.1a)
Are you familiar with the objectives of Resolution 17 "Telecommunication Standardization in relation to the interest of developing countries” (Rev. Florianopolis, 2004)? 





Yes





No

If you replied “Yes”, do you propose any modification to the text of this Resolution? Please attach your proposed changes: ____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
2.1b)
Are you familiar with the objectives of the Resolution 44 "Bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries” (Florianopolis 2004)? 





Yes





No

If you replied “Yes”, please provide your appraisal of the five programmes mentioned in this Resolution as:  Relevant (R) or Not Relevant (NR) 
Programme 1: Strengthening standard-making capabilities_____________________________
Programme 2: Assisting BDT in enhancing efforts in respect of standards application________

Programme 3: Human resource building____________________________________________
Programme 4: Flagship groups for bridging the standardization gap______________________
Programme 5: Fundraising for bridging the standardization gap__________________________
2.1c)
Are you familiar with the coordination activities regarding Seminars and Workshops of Resolution 53 "Establishment of a seminar and workshop coordination committee” (Florianopolis, 2004)?





Yes





No

If you replied “Yes”, do you have any proposal to improve the dissemination of their results?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
2.1d)
Are you familiar with the objectives of Resolution 54 "Creation of regional groups” (Florianopolis 2004)?





Yes





No

If you replied “Yes”, please identify any such regional group of which your administration is a member. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
2.2
Proposals to improve any or the Resolution mentioned above are welcomed. We would be interested to receive any proposed modifications of the text to be considered at WTSA-08? Y/N 





Yes





No

2.3
In which, if any, ITU seminars and workshops held or to be held outside Geneva have you participated, or do you plan to participate? Please list:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.4
Which are the most important topics that you would like be considered for the planning of future development and-or standardization forums or workshops? Would you be willing to host such event? Please provide up to five proposals

	Topics
	Willing to host Y/N

 
	Period-Year

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Part 3: Study Group activities

3.1a)
Does your administration or company participate in the activities of ITU-T and/or ITU-D Study Groups?  

In ITU-D? YES / NO

In ITU-T?  YES / NO

3.1b)
If so, in which Study Groups? 
ITU-D: _________________________________________________________________________

ITU-T: _________________________________________________________________________

Conclusions

We would like to thank you for the time you spent in replying to the questionnaire. Your contribution is very much appreciated and will help us to improve and optimize our work at the service of the membership.

Please add any additional comments or suggestions that you might have:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

===================
Respondent name and contact details (optional)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Thank you.
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