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Geneva, 28 April 2008
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 209
TSB Workshops/P.R.

+41 22 730 5235
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Study Groups;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of TSAG;

- To the Director of the Telecommunication   Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau



	Subject:
	ITU Workshop on: “ICT Standards and Intellectual Property Rights”, Geneva, 1 July 2008



Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I would like to inform you that a workshop on “ICT Standards and Intellectual Property Rights”, will take place at ITU headquarters, Geneva, on 1 July 2008.

The workshop will open at 0930 hours. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters.  Registration will open at 0830 hours at the ITU Montbrillant building.
2
Discussions will be held in English only.

3
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.  The workshop is free of charge but no fellowships will be granted. 

4
This workshop is being convened to provide a forum, hosted by the ITU, to discuss current issues relating to the inclusion of patented technology in standards and the patent policy approaches to address those issues. International experts from both the public and private sectors from around the world will help provide an overview of the issues and share their insights on present and future developments.

The workshop will feature three panels of distinguished experts from different regions of the world. 

· The first panel will focus on the perspectives of representatives from the public sector on some of the current issues being debated. It will also discuss the role of government in providing input on patent policy approaches being considered or adopted by standards-setting organizations.

· The second panel will discuss the views and role of Government Patent Offices in standards IPR policy debates. It will also explore the possible interfaces that such Offices might have with standards-setting organizations and whether there is an opportunity for them to work more closely together.

· The third panel will focus on the current IPR policy debates taking place within standards-setting bodies from different geographical regions. These organizations and their stakeholders often deliberate whether certain proposals to revise their operative patent policy will – or will not - improve the standards-setting process and make it more effective or efficient. The panelists will provide insight into the issues recently or currently being debated at the standards-setting organization they each represent and the conclusions that were reached.

The exchange of ideas and experiences facilitated by this workshop will provide valuable insight and input that can help to guide future discussion of the related issues – both at the ITU and in other fora.

5
A draft programme of the workshop is set out in Annex 1 hereto.
6
Information relating to the workshop will be available on the ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/ict-ipr/index.html .

7
Wireless LAN facilities are available for use by delegates in the ITU main conference room areas. Wired network access continues to be available in the ITU Montbrillant building. Detailed information is available on the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html).

8
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 2 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/  for the list of hotels).

9
To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the workshop, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/ict-ipr/index.html, as soon as possible, but not later than 23 June 2008.  Please note that registration of participants to workshops will now be carried out exclusively online.
10
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Switzerland. Where this is the case, the visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.


If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and at the official request made by them to TSB, ITU can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Visa requests should in such cases be made by official letter from the administration or company you represent. This letter must specify your name, function and date of birth, as well as the number and dates of issue and expiry of your passport. It must be accompanied by a photocopy of the personal details pages of your passport and by the completed registration form and must be sent to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail message (tsbreg@itu.int), bearing the words “visa request”. Please note that ITU needs at least one week to process the various documents required for the delivery of a visa.  Please also note that ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members or ITU Associates.
Yours faithfully,






Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau


Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 209)

ITU Workshop: “ICT Standards and Intellectual Property Rights”

(Geneva, 1 July 2008)
Draft Programme

	
	1 July 2008

	09:30 – 09:50
	Opening session: 

Objectives: This workshop is being convened to provide a forum, hosted by the ITU, to discuss current issues relating to the inclusion of patented technology in standards and the patent policy approaches to address those issues.  International experts from both the public and private sectors from around the world will help provide an overview of the issues and share their insights on present and future developments.

	09:50 – 11:50
	Session 1: Governments’ Perspectives on Standards and IPR Policy Issues 

Objectives: The public sector is becoming increasingly involved in the discussion of issues relating to the inclusion of patented technology in standards.  The experts in this session will provide insight into government perspectives in their particular region of the world, on both the issues themselves as well as the role of governments in helping to shape patent policy approaches that could be adopted by standards-setting organizations.

	11:50 – 12:10
	Coffee break

	12:10 – 13:10
	Session 2: PTO perspectives on Standards and IPR Issues 

Objectives: Government Patent Offices are increasingly considering whether they should formulate opinions on the interplay between standards and patents.  They also are exploring the possibility of developing possible interfaces with standards-setting organizations.  For example, at the 12th meeting of the Global Standards Collaboration (GSC), the participating standards organizations passed a resolution encouraging them “to cooperate with the relevant Patent and Trademark Offices to provide access to technical information for use by such Agencies that should help them improve the quality of patents being granted.”  The experts in this session will provide insight into government perspectives in their particular region of the world.  

	13:10-14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 16:00
	Session 3: Standards-setting bodies’ Perspectives on Standards and IPR Issues 
Objectives: Standards-setting organizations are important fora where debates over patent policies are taking place.  These organizations and their stakeholders often deliberate whether certain proposals to revise their operative patent policy will – or will not - improve the standards-setting process and make it more effective or efficient.  These debates frequently bring into question the extent to which standards-setting bodies are appropriate venues to address patent and patent licensing issues in greater detail.  Another related issue is the possible impact on the standards-setting process and incentives for stakeholders to both participate in that process and have their innovative technology included in the standard.  The experts in this session from standard-setting bodies in different regions of the world will provide insight into the debates that have taken place under their auspices and some of the conclusions reached.

	16:00 – 16:20
	Coffee break

	16:20 – 17:20
	Wrap-up, Conclusion 
Objectives: The focus on this session will be to discuss key insights developed during the workshop.  Representatives from each of the sessions will present their views and highlight key ‘take-aways’ for the ITU and workshop participants to consider in connection with future discussions of these issues.

	17:20
	Closing


ANNEX 2

(to TSB Circular 209)
	This confirmation form should be sent direct to the hotel of your choice
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


Workshop  on  “ICT Standards and Intellectual Property Rights” on   1 July 2008 in Geneva

Confirmation of the reservation made on (date) --------------------------  with (hotel)   --------------------------------
at the ITU preferential tariff 
------------ single/double room(s)

arriving on (date)-----------------------------  at (time)  ------------- departing on (date)--------------------------------

GENEVA TRANSPORT CARD : Hotels and residences in the canton of Geneva now provide a free "Geneva Transport Card" valid for the duration of the stay. This card will give you free access to Geneva public transport, including buses, trams, boats and trains as far as Versoix and the airport. 

Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------
Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until        ------------------------------------------------

Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------















[image: image4.emf]Place des Nations   Telephone    +41 22 730 51 11   Telex 421 000 uit ch   E - mail:   itumail@itu.int   CH - 1211 Geneva 20   Telefax   Gr3:   +41 22 733 72 56   Telegram ITU GENEVE   www.itu.int   Switzerland     Gr4:     +41 22 730 65 00  


ITU-T\BUREAU\CIRC\209E.doc



[image: image4.emf]_1266924924.doc
Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int


CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int

Switzerland

Gr4:

+41 22 730 65 00



