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	Ref.:

Contacto:

Tel.:

Fax:

Correo-e:
	Circular 187 de la TSB
TSB Workshops/P.R.
+41 22 730 5235
+41 22 730 5853

tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Ref.:

Contacto:

Tel.:

Fax:

Correo-e:
	Circular/02 de la BDT
Bagoulo-Seydoux Bassave 
Oficina Regional de la UIT, Dakar, Senegal
+221 33 849 7720

+221 33 822 8013

bassave@itu.int 

	
	-
A las Administraciones de los Estados Miembros de la Unión;

-
A los Miembros de Sector del UIT-T y del UIT-D;

-
A los Asociados del UIT-T y del UIT-D;

	
	Copia:

-
A los Presidentes y Vicepresidentes de las Comisiones de Estudio del UIT-T y el UIT-D;

-
Al Director de la Oficina de Radiocomunicaciones


	Asunto:
	Foro de Desarrollo Regional 2008 de la UIT: "Reducción de la disparidad entre los países en desarrollo y los desarrollados en materia de normalización", Accra, Ghana, 26‑28 de mayo de 2008 y Reunión Preparatoria de la AMNT‑08 para la Región de África, Accra, Ghana, 29‑30 de mayo de 2008


Muy señora mía/Muy señor mío:
1
En consonancia con los resultados de la CMDT‑06 y la AMNT‑04, quisiera informarle que en La-Palm Royal Beach Hotel de Accra, Ghana, tendrá lugar un Foro de Desarrollo Regional de la UIT, que en 2008 girará en torno a la "Reducción de la disparidad entre los países en desarrollo y los desarrollados en materia de normalización", y el cual irá seguido por la Reunión Preparatoria de la AMNT‑08 para la Región de África, del 26 al 28 de mayo de 2008 y del 29 al 30 de mayo de 2008, respectivamente, atendiendo a la amable invitación del Ministerio de Comunicaciones de Ghana.

El Foro comenzará a las 09.30 del primer día. En las entradas del lugar de celebración se proporcionará información detallada sobre las salas de reunión.
2
Los debates tendrán lugar en inglés y francés y se proporcionarán servicios de interpretación.
3
La participación en el Foro está abierta a los Estados Miembros, Miembros de Sector y Asociados en la UIT, así como a cualesquiera particulares de un país que sea Miembro de la UIT y desee aportar su contribución a los trabajos. Esto incluye a particulares que también son miembros de organizaciones internacionales, regionales y nacionales. La participación en el Foro es gratuita, y la participación en la reunión preparatoria de la AMNT‑08 para la Región de África está limitada a los Estados Miembros y Miembros de Sector de la UIT que pertenecen a la Región de África, así como a los representantes de otras organizaciones regionales.
4
El Foro está destinado al personal ejecutivo de los organismos reguladores nacionales, los operadores de telecomunicaciones y los proveedores de servicios de la Región de África, quienes deben mantenerse al corriente de los últimos adelantos en la esfera de las telecomunicaciones y deben familiarizarse con los desafíos que afrontará la UIT en el futuro, para estar en condiciones de elaborar estrategias con miras a lograr una mayor participación en las actividades de la UIT, en particular en las actividades de las Comisiones de Estudio del UIT‑T y el UIT‑D. Por otro lado, en el Foro se pondrán de relieve los medios para realzar la cooperación y la participación en los trabajos de normalización de la UIT y en la aplicación de normas en la Región de África. Asimismo, el Foro servirá como un lugar excepcional para el intercambio de posibilidades entre los operadores africanos y los operadores extranjeros que realizan actividades en África. Además, en éste se abordarán las Resoluciones pertinentes de la CMDT‑06 (Doha, 2006) y la AMNT-04 (Florianópolis, 2004) para reducir las disparidades entre los países industrializados y en desarrollo en la esfera de la normalización.
La reunión preparatoria de la AMNT‑08 para la Región de África apunta a coordinar las opiniones africanas sobre cuestiones que se consideran de particular importancia para el continente. A este respecto, la Unión Africana de Telecomunicaciones, en el marco de un proceso de coordinación y consulta en preparación para la AMNT‑08, formulará propuestas comunes para someterlas a la consideración de la AMNT‑08.
5
El Anexo 1 al presente documento contiene un proyecto de programa del Foro y de la reunión preparatoria para la AMNT‑08. El programa actualizado, junto con las presentaciones y demás información pertinente, se pondrá a disposición en el sitio web en la siguiente dirección: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/prepmeet/index.html.

6
El Anexo 2 contiene información práctica sobre este evento.
7
Para su conveniencia, se adjunta en el Anexo 3 un formulario de reserva de hotel y traslado. Para sacar provecho de las tarifas preferenciales negociadas por el Coordinador Nacional para este evento, se solicita a los participantes que reserven sus habitaciones directamente en el hotel de su elección utilizando este formulario (véase la lista de hoteles en el adjunto). Se proporcionará servicio de transporte desde el aeropuerto hasta los hoteles y el lugar de celebración. Se solicita a los participantes que envíen una copia de este formulario por Fax: + 233 21 667 114 al Sr. Issah Yahaya, Coordinador Nacional, Tel.: +233-21-685656/+233-20-2011032, Correo-e: issah.yahaya@ties.itu.int para asegurar la recogida en el aeropuerto y el transporte.
8
La UIT proporcionará un número limitado de becas parciales a un participante por país admisible, con sujeción al presupuesto disponible. El participante debe estar debidamente autorizado por las respectivas administraciones de la UIT de los países menos adelantados y de los países en desarrollo con un ingreso per cápita inferior a 2 000 USD. El número de delegados de un país no está limitado, pero el país deberá sufragar todos los costos de los delegados adicionales. Los participantes que pidan una beca deberán completar el Formulario de Solicitud de Beca adjunto en el Anexo 4 y devolverlo a la UIT por Fax al +41 22 730 5778 a más tardar el 2 de mayo de 2008.
9
Para que podamos tomar todas las disposiciones necesarias con miras a la organización del Foro y la reunión preparatoria de la AMNT‑08 para la Región de África, tenga a bien enviarle a la TSB el Formulario de Registro que figura en el Anexo 5, debidamente rellenado (uno por participante) de preferencia utilizando el formulario en línea en http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/prepmeet/index.html, por Correo‑e (tsbreg@itu.int) o por Fax (+41 22 730 5853) lo antes posible, pero a más tardar el 2 de mayo de 2008. NB: Si usted tiene derecho a asistir a la reunión preparatoria de la AMNT‑08 para la Región de África, le rogamos marque el casillero correspondiente en el Formulario de Registro que figura en el Anexo 5.
10
Permítanos recordarle que los ciudadanos de algunos países (con excepción de los nacionales de ECOWAS, Kenia y Singapur) deben obtener un visado para poder entrar y permanecer en Ghana. Cuando éste sea el caso, el visado se debe solicitar y obtener en la oficina (embajada o consulado) que representa a Ghana en su país. En el caso de los países que carecen de Alto Comisionado y Embajada de Ghana, el país huésped puede solicitar un visado en su nombre, el cual se le expedirá en el momento de su llegada. El costo de un visado por una sola entrada es de 100 USD, que se deberá pagar en el punto de entrada. Los participantes que deseen que el país huésped solicite el visado de entrada en su nombre deben enviar una copia de sus datos de pasaporte al Sr. Desmond Boateng, Correo‑e: des67b@yahoo.com, Fax: +233-21-667114. Para mayor información sobre los requisitos de entrada y de visado, tenga a bien dirigirse al punto 4 del Anexo 2 (Información práctica) al presente documento. 
Atentament,
	Malcolm Johnson
Director de la Oficina de
Normalización de las Telecomunicaciones

	Sami Al Basheer Al Morshid
Director de la Oficina de
Desarrollo de las Telecomunicaciones


Anexos: 5
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)

Advance Programme
ITU Regional Development Forum 2008:

“Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”, 26 – 28 May 2008 and African region WTSA-08 Preparatory meeting, 29 – 30 May 2008, Accra, Ghana

	Day 1
	26 May 2008 

	0930 – 1030
	Opening remarks: 
Welcome and Keynote addresses 

	1030 – 1100
	Coffee break

	1100 – 1230
	Opening session: assessing needs from the regions: standardization and ICT development in African countries

Objectives: this session will assess the impact of ICT standardization on African countries and will present a number of ICT development experiences from Africa. 

	1230 – 1400
	Lunch

	1400 – 1530
	Session 1: overview of ITU activities, how to participate in standardization work and address global connectivity 

Objectives: this session will provide an overview on ITU-T standardization activities related to African countries. It will highlight decisions taken by the last Plenipotentiary Conference in 2006 concerning bridging the standardization gap. It will also present the activities to bridge the development gap undertaken by the development sector of ITU (ITU-D).

	1530 – 1600
	Coffee break

	1600 - 1730
	Session 2: African development issues and ICT implementation
Objectives: this session will focus on ITU-D activities to help ICT development and implementation in developing countries. Topics will include ICT application and network development (e-services, Africa and its recent achievements, ITU-D Study Group 2 activities especially Questions 19 and 20, capacity building (broadband deployment).
Moreover it will be presented the activity of the ITU-D Regional offices.

	Day 2
	27 May 2008 

	0900 – 1030
	Session 3 part I: current ITU standardization hot topics
Objectives: this session will address current standardization topics in ITU-T. It will present each topic from various perspectives: technology, evolution and trends, current and future studies, new services that could derive from new technologies particularly focusing on how they could serve the African region. NGN studies on architecture, service requirements, network capabilities, migration scenarios. 

	1030 – 1100
	Coffee break

	1100 – 1230
	Session 3 part II: current ITU standardization hot topics (continued)

Objectives: Continue from session 2; presenting topics related to  mobility, fixed-mobile convergence will be presented together with Multimedia and Optical Transport Networks & broadband access issues. Voice over IP (VoIP), Emergency communication, Accessibility and Digital Broadcasting.

	1230 – 1400
	Lunch

	1400 – 1530
	Session 4: security and regulatory issues 
Objectives: this session will provide an overview of security standards and current security standardization work. It will assess whether developing countries and countries with economies in transition have any special security need that is not already being addressed by the current studies. Security topics will include technologies and convergence implications and will cover cybersecurity issues e.g. combating spam, Identity Management. Moreover they will be presented case study/experiences from developing countries and other regions. Regulatory issues will focus on regulatory issues looking at them from various perspectives: regulatory impact on standardization but also standardization impact on regulatory framework. It will consider the role of the regulators and regulatory bodies.

	1530 – 1600
	Coffee break


	1600 – 1730
	Session 5: Development trend of NGN technology and systems

Objectives: This session will present the evolution of NGN and future perspectives in the relevant access technologies, service and network architecture with special focus on convergence, home, office and mobile applications, Internet Protocol-Based Platform, Multiple Access Networks. 

	 Day 3
	28 May 2008

	0900 – 1030
	Session 6: NGN migration scenarios and strategies

Objectives: this session will be devoted to the evolution of the network architecture towards NGN and IMS, fixed-mobile convergence, evolution: towards a new generation of broadband mobile, PSTN/ISDN evolution to NGN, pilot cases,  and possible scenarios taking into consideration the relevant Business Models and Opportunities. 

Moreover, charging and accounting principles for NGN, including related telecommunication economic and policy issues at regional level will be considered.

	1030 – 1100
	Coffee break

	1100 – 1215
	Panel session: ITU for Africa

Objectives: this session will discuss on how to enhance the working methods in order to create opportunities for the African regions to increase contributions and participation into ITU activities. Creation of regional groups and other ways to go forward will be discussed. How to help ITU-T’s sector members to commit to input resources into the “Connect Africa initiative”.

	1215 - 1230
	Conclusions and wrap-up

	1230 – 1400
	Lunch

	1400 – 1515
	Session 7: WTSA preparation briefing
Objectives: this session will review the major outcome of WTSA-04 and the preparation status of WTSA-08, including qualified participants, duties of WTSA-08, and information on logistic as well as information on Round table to be organized on 20 October 2008 just before WTSA-08. 

	1515 – 1600
	Session 8: WTSA-08 – major issues regarding the ITU-T work program and working methods

Objectives: this session will review WTSA Resolutions and Recommendations, indicating the major modifications to be proposed to the WTSA-08. It will also provide contact information for the relevant TSAG correspondent groups.

	1600 - 1630
	Coffee break

	1630 - 1730
	Session 9: Issue for developing countries 

Objectives: this session will explain the importance of regional preparations and TSAG preparations for the WTSA-08, the action taken to facilitate the participation and understanding of developing countries in the activities of ITU-T. Other issues like how to develop a Question or Resolution of particular interest for Africa. 

	Day 4
	29 May 2008

	
	African countries preparatory meeting (Part 1)

Objectives: discuss region concerns, determine issues on which common African proposals should be drafted, consideration and adoption of strategies to enhance participation of the African region in future ITU-T Study Group activities. In particular consider Study Group restructuring and chairmanships and vice-chairmanships for Study Groups and TSAG.

	Day 5
	30 May 2008 (in the morning)

	
	African countries preparatory meeting (Part 2)

Conclusion of the discussion and review of draft texts to be adopted as African proposals.


ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)

Practical Information

1.  Event Venue

LA-PALM ROYAL BEACH HOTEL

Tel: +233-21-771700/7010348/710970-9/710981-3

Fax: +233-21-771717/7010354

Location: La Beach Road (20 minutes from Kotoka Airport)

Email: lapalm@gbhghana.com
Website: www.gbhghana.com  or  www.la-palm.com 

2.
Accommodation

The complete list of hotels available is attached for the benefit of delegates.

To benefit from the preferential rates negotiated by the Planning Committee for this conference, participants are requested to book their rooms directly with the hotel of their choice. (See attached list of hotels).

3.
Transportation

Transportation will be available for delegates from the airport to their respective hotels, as well as from the hotels to the conference venue and back.

4.
Airport

Kokota International Airport is the international airport for Ghana and is served by the major international airlines.

5.
Entry Requirements and Visa Information for Ghana

A valid passport and an entry visa are required to enter Ghana. Visas must be obtained prior to arrival and are required by all except nationals of ECOWAS, Kenya and Singapore.  Visas can be obtained and extended in Ghana, especially for those who wish to stay beyond the conference period.  

For countries without Ghana High Commissions and Embassies, the Host Country may apply for visa on your behalf and it would be issued upon arrival.  The single entry visa fee is at a cost of  $100, which will be paid at the point of entry.

Participants who wish the Host country to apply for entry visas on their behalf should provide a copy of their passport biodata to Mr. Desmond Boateng, email: des67b@yahoo.com; fax: +233-21-667114.

Note

You may be refused entry on a passport that is due to expire within six months of your departure date.

6.
General Information

6.1
Insurance

Participants are advised to obtain supplementary medical/travel insurance.  However, excellent private medical facilities in Ghana provide for all of your medical needs. First aid services will be available at the conference venue.

6.2 
Vaccination requirements and medical facilities 

For information about vaccination requirements and health information for travellers please consult the World Health Organization’s (WHO) website at http://www.who.int/ith/countries/gha/en/ 

6.3
Climate

Ghana’s low latitude and proximity to the equator give it a typically tropical climate.  Temperatures approach or exceed 30 degrees (80 Fahrenheit) most days of the year, with virtually no seasonal variation.  The month of May is in the middle of the wet season.  Accra tends to receive less rain than other areas, but you should plan to bring a waterproof windbreaker, umbrella, waterproof shoes and clothes that dry quickly.

6.4
Time Zone:
GMT

6.5
Currency

The official currency is the Ghana Cedi (GH¢) (Cedi pronounced See Dee).  

Current rates:

Credits cards are not widely used in Ghana, although they are of use in Accra.  Plan on bringing much of your budget in the form of travellers cheques and some cash, particularly if you plan to spend time outside the capacity city, Accra.  Foreign currency can be exchanged at any foreign exchange bureau.  Banks are open weekdays from 8.30 am. - 3.00 p.m.

6.6
Telecommunications

Five reliable telecommunications networks are available in Ghana (two fixed and four mobile). Ghana country code is +233.  Wireless Internet connectivity will be available at the cyber cafés for delegates.

6.7
Safety

Ghanaians pride themselves on being some of the friendliest people in the world, and the level of crime against visitors/tourists in Ghana is remarkably low in Ghana.  However, normal precautions are still advisable. 

6.8
Electricity

Electricity is 220V AC at 50 cycles.  Stabilizers are required for sensitive devices, and adapters are required for appliances using 110V.

ATTACHMENT - Hotels for WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, Accra, Ghana 

	No.
	Name of Hotel
	
	No of Rooms Available
	Single

($)
	Double

($)
	Bed & Breakfast
	Tax Inclusive
	Contact

	1.
	La Palm Royal Beach Hotel
	5-star
	15
	140


	255
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-771700/7010348

Fax: +233-21-771717/7010354

Email: lapalm@gbhghana.com
Website: www.gbhghana.com  or
 www.la-palm.com 

	2.
	M-Plaza Hotel
	4-star
	50
	130
	140
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-763417-20/775992

Fax: +233-21-763416

Email: mplaza@ighmail.com 

Website: www.mplaza-hotel.com 

	3.
	Novotel Hotel
	4-star
	15
	115
	136
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-667546

Fax: +233-21-667533

Email: reservations@accrahotel.net 

Website: www.accorhotel.com 

	4.
	Deon Hotels
	3-star
	20
	75
	-
	Yes
	Yes
	Tel: +233-21-765220/765007/765218

Fax: +233-21-765280

Email: deonhotels@4u.com.gjh 

Website: www.deonhotels.com 

	5.
	Ange Hill Hotel
	3-star
	25
	80
	-
	Yes
	No
	Tel: +233-21-517514/517270/286027

Fax: +233-21-517515

Email: angehillhotel@yahoo.com
Website: www.angehillhotel.com 

	6.
	Sonant Hotel
	3-star
	25
	70
	-
	Yes
	No
	Tel: +233-21-520212

Fax: +233-21-520213

Email: info@Sonantcourt.com
Website: www.sonantcourt.com 

	7.
	Continental Plaza
	2-star
	15
	65
	-
	Yes
	
	Tel: +233-21-769985/768776

Fax: +233-21-769985

Email: cplazahotelgh@yahoo.com 

	8.
	First Choice Hotel
	2-star
	21
	65
	-
	
	
	Part of Continental Plaza arrangement

	9.
	Holiday Hotel
	2-star
	15
	65
	-
	
	
	Part of Continental Plaza arrangement

	10.
	Largus Fort Hotel
	2-star
	100
	60
	-
	Yes
	
	Tel: +233-21-519331

Fax: +233-21-519332

Email: info@largusforthotel.com 

Website: www.Largusforthotel.net 
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	Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”,

Accra, Ghana, 26 – 28 May 2008

African region WTSA-08 Preparatory meeting,
Accra, Ghana, 29 – 30 May 2008
HOTEL AND TRANSFER RESERVATION FORM
	


This form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice with a copy to the NationalCoordinator of the Regional Development Forum in Ghana 

to ensure transfer to and from the airport by fax at: +233 21 667 114
The list of hotels including contact information and room rates is attached

Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------


Name of Hotel ------------------------
------------ single/double room(s) at the Regional Development Forum  preferential rate 
Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until        ------------------------------------------------

Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------

TRANSFER INFORMATION
Transportation will be provided from the airport to the hotels and to the venue of the Forum. 
	Date of Arrival
	    
	
	Time of Arrival

	
	FLIGHT NO.
	

	Date of Departure
	
	
	Time of Departure

	
	FLIGHT NO.
	


ANNEX 4
(to TSB Circular 187 - BDT Circular/02)

	ITU-TSB
	Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”, 
Accra, Ghana, 26 – 28 May 2008

African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, 
Accra, Ghana, 29 – 30 May 2008
	ITU-BDT

	Please return to:
	Meetings Organization & Support (MOS) – ITU/BDT 

Geneva (Switzerland)


	
E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5095 

Fax: +41 22 730 5778

	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before 2 May 2008  

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Country:  ……………………………………………………………….………..……………………………..

Name of the Administration or Organization:  ………...……………….…..………………………………

Mr. / Ms.:  ……………….………………………………….………………………………………………….

                             (family name)                                              (given name)

Title:  ………………………………………………..…………………………….……………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

Tel:  ……………………….……. Fax:  …………..…….………... 

E-Mail:  …...………………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  ……………………………. Nationality:  ……………………………….……………………

Passport Number:  ……………….…………… Date of issue:  ……………………...….………..………

In (place):  ……………………………….…..… Valid until (date):  ………….…………………………….

	CONDITIONS

1. One fellowship per eligible country.

2. A daily allowance to cover accommodation, meals and incidental expenses.

3. It is imperative that fellows be present from first day to end of the Forum.

	Signature of fellowship candidate: …………………………………………..  Date: ……...……………...

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

Signature:  ……..………………………………………. Date:  ……………………………………………..
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	ITU-TSB
	Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the  ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries”, 
Accra, Ghana, 26 – 28 May 2008

African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, 
Accra, Ghana, 29 – 30 May 2008
	ITU-BDT

	

	REGISTRATION FORM

	To be returned to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int) 

by 2 May 2008

	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Administration of ITU Member State

	
	
	

	____________________________________________
Family name
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Sector Member

	
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Associate

	____________________________________________
First name
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-Member

	
	
	

	

	Name and full address of administration or organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	

	______________________________________________
	Fax :_____________________________________________

	_________________________________________
	E-mail : _________________________________________

	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I will also attend the African region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting 

	
	

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________


	Place des Nations
	Teléfono 

+41 22 730 51 11
	Télex 421 000 uit ch
	Correo-e:
itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Ginebra 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegrama ITU GENEVE
	
www.itu.int

	Suiza
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
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