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	- 
To Administrations of Member States of 
 the Union;

- 
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- 
To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbdir@itu.int 
	Copy :

-
To ITU-T Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen;

-

To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-

To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Establishment of a Global Standardization Initiative for Identity Management (IdM-GSI) and a Joint Coordination Activity on Identity Management (JCA-IdM) 


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Study Group 17 established the Focus Group on Identity Management (FG-IdM) at its 
6-15 December 2006 meeting. In a very ambitious timeframe from December 2006 until September 2007, the FG-IdM was successful in achieving its primary goals and objectives and produced five deliverable reports. 

2
In its September 2007 meeting, Study Group 17 decided to immediately transfer the deliverables of the FG-IdM into the appropriate Study Group activities in a coordinated fashion, as well as maintain a means for further progressing the work within the ITU-T in collaboration with external standardization bodies. Study Group 17 recommended that TSAG approve the creation of a Global Standards Initiative for Identity Management (IdM-GSI) and a Joint Coordination Activity on Identity Management (JCA-IdM) at its 3-7 December 2007 meeting.
3
TSAG in its closing plenary on 7 December 2007 approved the establishment of the 
IdM-GSI and the JCA-IdM with the Terms of References set forth in the attached Annexes 1 and 2 respectively.

4
The IdM-GSI is a grouping of the Rapporteur Groups of the Study Groups working on Identity Management (IdM) for telecommunications. A website for the IdM-GSI is setup at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/idm/index.html.
5
The purpose of the JCA-IdM is to coordinate the ITU-T Identity Management (IdM) work among ITU-T Study Groups. Other SDOs, consortia and forums are welcome to nominate one or two representatives. The co-conveners of the JCA-IdM are Richard Brackney (DoD, USA), 
Chae-Sub Lee (ETRI, Korea) and Olivier Dubuisson (France Telecom, France). 
A website for the JCA‑IdM is setup at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/jca/idm/index.html.
6
The first event of the IdM-GSI will take place on 18 and 21 January 2008 in Seoul, Republic of Korea, in conjunction with NGN-GSI, IPTV-GSI events and JCA-NID meetings, as announced in TSB Circular 174, Revision 1 (http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?lang=en&parent=T05-TSB-CIR-0174). The first meeting of the JCA-IdM will be held on 22 January 2008 at the same venue.

7
I encourage the ITU-T membership to actively participate in the work of the IdM-GSI. 
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication 
Standardization Bureau

Annexes:
2

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 184)

Global Standards Initiative for Identity Management (IdM-GSI)
Terms of Reference

1
Scope

The IdM-GSI is a grouping of Study Group Rapporteur Groups working on Identity Management (IdM) for telecommunications.  The term IdM is understood as "management by providers of trusted attributes of an entity such as a subscriber, a device, or a provider." This management of digital identities is not intended to indicate positive validation of a person.

NOTE – The use of the term “identity” in this ToR and in the future ITU-T activities relating to IdM does not indicate its absolute meaning.  In particular, it does not constitute any positive validation.

2
Administrative support

The TSB Secretariat will provide secretariat and facilities required by the IdM-GSI.

3
Events

The first IdM-GSI event will be held for two days during January 2008 in conjunction with the NGN-GSI event in Korea.
ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 184)
Joint Coordination Activity on Identity Management (JCA-IdM)
Terms of Reference

1
Scope

The scope of the JCA is coordination of the ITU-T Identity Management (IdM) work.  The term IdM is understood as "management by providers of trusted attributes of an entity such as a subscriber, a device, or a provider." This management of digital identities is not intended to indicate positive validation of a person.

NOTE – The use of the term “identity” in this ToR and in the future ITU-T activities relating to IdM does not indicate its absolute meaning.  In particular, it does not constitute any positive validation.

2
Objectives

a. The JCA-IdM will ensure that the ITU-T IdM work is progressed in a well-coordinated way.  Planning issues can be brought to the attention of the JCA-IdM.  The JCA-IdM will facilitate work assignment through the involved Study Groups when it is not clear under which Question work should be done and recommend an allocation of tasks.

b. The JCA-IdM will develop and analyze IdM standardization items and develop an associated roadmap based initially on the reports of the Focus Group on Identity Management to provide guidance to TSAG in its role of coordination of ITU-T work.

c. The JCA-IdM will act as a point of contact within ITU-T and with other SDOs/Fora on IdM in order to avoid duplication of work and assist in implementing Resolution 4 of GSC-12 on Identity Management.

d. In carrying out the JCA-IdM’s internal coordinating role, participants in the JCA-IdM will include representatives of relevant ITU-T Study Groups and other ITU groups.

e. In carrying out the JCA-IdM’s external collaboration role, representatives from other relevant recognized SDOs/Fora and regional/national organizations may be invited to join the JCA-IdM.

f. The JCA-IdM should ensure that the above note would be taken into account in accomplishing its tasks.

3
Co-Conveners

Richard Brackney (DoD, USA), Chae-Sub Lee (ETRI, Korea) and Olivier Dubuisson (France Telecom, France).

4
Administrative support

The TSB Secretariat will provide secretariat and facilities required by JCA-IdM.

5
Meetings

The first meeting of JCA-IdM will be held during the weeks of 14-25 January 2008 in conjunction with NGN-GSI event and JCA-NID meetings.  JCA-IdM will work electronically using teleconferences and with face-to-face meetings as needed.  Meetings will be held as determined by the JCA-IdM and will be announced to its participants and on the ITU-T website.

6
Progress reports

The JCA-IdM will report to TSAG at its meetings. 
____________________
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