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	Ref:
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	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union
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	tsbsg3@itu.int
	Copy:

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group 3;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Study Group 3 Questionnaire on accounting rate shares/settlement rates for the international automatic telephone service


	Action:
	Please return the questionnaire by 20 February 2008
at the latest


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In order to monitor the movement of accounting rates over time, twelve studies have been carried out since 1992; they produced significant results, and were found by Study Group 3 to be extremely useful.

2
In accordance with Recommendation D.140, Annex B, paragraph B.2, Study Group 3 requested TSB to continue the study by sending out another questionnaire in order to collect information for the reference date 1 January 2008.

3
If you are unable or unwilling to provide answers, either this year, or in general for future years, then please so indicate on the first page of the questionnaire and return that page to us.  This form is also available in electronic format at: 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com03/edh/sg3-eform0.html.
4
Recommendation D.140 sets out several principles, recommending in particular that "information relative to accounting rates for the international automatic telephone service should be made available on a voluntary basis to the Director of TSB in an aggregated format, in accordance with the guidelines set out in Annex B, to assist ITU-T studies into accounting rate movements".

5
The information provided to TSB will remain confidential.  The replies received will be treated in such a way that your Administration/ROA's name and number of relations do not appear in the final presentation format.  The replies will be analysed by TSB and results will be published as a contribution to Study Group 3.
6
To facilitate the submission of your replies, the attached annex has been prepared by TSB. Explanations for its completion are given as notes. Information required should refer to 
1 January 2007 and 1 January 2008. 

7
I should be grateful if you could complete the attached Annex and send the results to TSB not later than 20 February 2008.

8
Any requests for further details or clarification in respect of the present questionnaire should be sent to me, preferably by e-mail at the following address: tsbsg3@itu.int. 
9
I should like to stress the importance of this questionnaire for the continuation of the studies in TSB and for the completion of Recommendation D.140. I therefore rely on your active cooperation in making sure that your answers are as complete as possible and reach me within the prescribed time limit.

10
Again, if you are unable or unwilling to provide answers, either this year, or in general for future years, then please so indicate on the first page of the questionnaire and return that page to us.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1


Please return this table completed to the following address:
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau/ITU
Place des Nations
CH-1211 GENEVA 20
fax. : +41 22 730 5853
E-mail: tsbsg3@itu.int 
ANNEX
(to TSB Circular 180)

Response to the Questionnaire on accounting rate shares/settlement rates
for outgoing traffic (Recommendation D.140)

If you are unable or unwilling to provide the data requested in the remainder of the questionnaire, please fill in this first page anyway and return it to us.

Administration/ROA's name: 

A.
Please indicate whether your administration intends to reply to this questionnaire in the future, even if it did not reply this time:


□
We do not intend to reply in the future

□
We may reply in the future

B.
Please indicate whether it is difficult or impossible for your administration to answer this questionnaire.  If you reply yes, please indicate the reason:


□
No, it is not difficult to answer.


□
Yes, it is difficult or impossible to answer.  The reason is: 



□
The data are not easily obtained.


□
It is our policy not to collect or provide the data.


□
Other, please specify:________________________
- Blank page -
I
Direct relations

A
Total number of automatic telephone relations (for direct relations only)

Total number of automatic direct telephone relations as at 1 January 2007:
................

Total number of automatic direct telephone relations as at 1 January 2008:
................

Number of automatic direct telephone relations for which the accounting
rate share/settlement rate was reduced between 2007 and 2008:

................

B
Rates movement

B.1
Outgoing calls terminating on fixed networks

	Outgoing accounting rate share/settlement rate levels in SDRs
	Percentage of relations
for year 2007
	Percentage of relations
for year 2008

	greater than 0.500

0.400 – 0.499

0.350 – 0.399

0.300 - 0.349

0.250 - 0.299

0.200 - 0.249

0.150 - 0.199

0.100 - 0.149

0.050 - 0.099

less than 0.049

Total
	............ %

............. %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

100 %
	............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............ %

............  %

............ %

100 %


Notes: 

1.
Only standard rates of calls terminating on fixed networks should be taken into account.  Where off peak rates or other special rates (volume discount) apply in a particular relation, these should be ignored for the purpose of this Questionnaire.

2.
For 2007, count the number of direct relations which have accounting rate shares/settlement rates less than 0.049 SDRs, then count the number of direct relations which have accounting rate shares/settlement rates between 0.050 and 0.099 SDRs etc.  Divide each number obtained by the total number of direct relations in 2007 and put the results in the above table.

3. Repeat the same exercise for year 2008.

- Blank page -
B.2
Outgoing calls terminating on mobile networks

On all the relations in A, the total number of relations which outgoing accounting rate shares/settlement rates for mobile termination are higher than those for fixed termination is ______________ relations for 2007 and ______________relations for 2008.

The simple average of the differential between outgoing accounting rate share/settlement rate for mobile termination and that for fixed termination is  ______________SDR for 2007   and   ________ SDR for 2008.

The highest differential between outgoing accounting rate share/settlement rate for mobile termination and that for fixed termination is  ______________SDR for 2007   and   ________ SDR for 2008.

The lowest differential between outgoing accounting rate share/settlement rate for mobile termination and that for fixed termination is ______________SDR for 2007 and _________SDR for 2008.

Notes:

1. Answer questions in B.2 if your administration is paying higher accounting rate share/settlement rate or mobile surcharge for mobile terminated traffic.

2. Count the number of direct relations in A where outgoing accounting rate shares/settlement rates for mobile termination are higher than for fixed termination.

3. The differential between outgoing accounting rate share/settlement rate for mobile termination and that for fixed termination is equal to outgoing accounting rate share/settlement rate for mobile termination minus outgoing accounting rate share/settlement rate for fixed termination.
B.3
Estimated proportion of traffic using ITU-defined settlement systems*
_________________ % of total outgoing traffic using ITU-defined settlement systems.
- Blank page -
II
Transit relations

Published transit share for outgoing traffic

Number of transit relations at 1 January 2007
_______________

Number of transit relations at 1 January 2008
_______________

Number of independent transit providers at 1 January 2007
__________________

Number of independent transit providers at 1 January 2008
__________________

Average outgoing transit share at 1 January 2007
__________________  SDR
Average outgoing transit share at 1 January 2008
__________________  SDR

III
Lowest accounting rate share/settlement rate

What is the lowest accounting rate share/settlement rate your administration is applying for the incoming traffic (except “sender keeps all”)?

Lowest accounting rate share/settlement rate:
_____________  SDR


IV
Hubbing
 relations

Hubbing share for outgoing traffic

Number of hubbing relations at 1 January 2007
_______________

Number of hubbing relations at 1 January 2008
_______________

Share at 1 January 2007 of outgoing traffic in hubbing mode,
as a percentage of total outgoing traffic



_______ % 
Share at 1 January 2008 of outgoing traffic in hubbing mode,
as a percentage of total outgoing traffic



_______ %
___________________

ATTENTION


The data requested are accounting rate shares/settlement rates and not accounting rates








* ITU-defined settlement systems:


Accounting rate system: The rate agreed between Administrations in a given relation that is used for the establishment of international accounts.


Settlement rate system: A rate agreed between involved administrations/ROAs for terminating incoming traffic.


Termination charge: A charge set by the destination administration/ROA for terminating incoming traffic regardless of origin.








� For the purposes of this questionnaire, the term hubbing is defined as follows:


Hub: a transit centre (or network operator) that offers to other operators a telecommunication traffic termination service to nominated destinations contained in the offer


The routing of telecommunication traffic in hubbing mode consists in the use of hub facilities to terminate telecommunication traffic to other destinations, with full payment due to the hub.
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