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Geneva, 25 May 2007
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 146

+41 22 730 5851
+41 22 730 5853
	To:

-
Administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
ITU-D Sector Members;
-
ITU-R Sector Members;
-
ITU-T Sector Members;

-
ITU-T Associates;

-
ITU-T Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen;
-
TSAG, RAG, TDAG Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen.


	E-mail:
URL:
	tsbdir@itu.int
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T

	Copy to:

-
Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-
APT, CEPT, CITEL, ATU, RCC & LAS


	Subject:
	Creation of an ITU-T Expert Group to review the ITRs and invitation to its first meeting in Geneva, 10-11 October 2007


Dear Sir/Madam,

1. The Plenipotentiary Conference 2006 (PP-06) decided that ITU-T should undertake a review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) (see Resolution 146 (Antalya, 2006) attached as Annex 1). Consequently, the advice of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG), and of the two study groups most closely involved in this issue (ITU-T Study Groups 2 and 3), was sought on the appropriate mechanism for the review. 
2. Following discussions that took place at the Study Group 2 meeting of January 2007, TSAG considered the matter in February 2007 and noted advice to convene an expert group to prepare reports as appropriate, but suggested to defer any decision until after the March 2007 meeting of Study Group 3, in order to benefit from its advice.

3. I am pleased to report that Study Group 3 reached unanimous agreement on the advice provided in the attached document at Annex 2.

4. Due to his outstanding contribution and leadership on the ITRs issue at PP-06, Study Group 3 has recommended that Mr Cleveland Thomas (Trinidad and Tobago) should chair this expert group assisted by six vice-chairmen from: the Americas, Europe, Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), Africa, Asia Pacific, and the League of Arab States to provide regional balance. 

5. I am therefore pleased to invite consultations in order to identify the respective vice-chairmen for the first meeting which will be held in Geneva, Switzerland, 10-11 October 2007 (following the next meeting of Study Group 3).  I would appreciate receiving the names of the proposed vice-chairmen no later than 31 July 2007.  This will allow confirmation of the entire leadership team of the expert group and distribution of the invitation letter and registration form for the first meeting before 10 August 2007, as an addendum to this Circular.  
6. Information relating to the expert group will be available on the ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/itr-eg .  Contributions to the expert group should be submitted to the TSB, preferably electronically and before 26 September 2007 to: 
tsbitr-eg@itu.int. Please note that unfortunately due to budgetary constraints, it will not be possible to provide this meeting with interpretation or translation facilities.
7. Please note the text of the ITRs in six languages can be found at: http://www.itu.int/pub/T-REG-ACT-1998/e and information on previous discussions on ITRs including Council working groups can be found at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/itr/index.html .
Yours faithfully,
Malcolm Johnson 
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 146)

Resolution 146 (Antalya, 2006)
Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Antalya, 2006),

considering

a)
that the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) were last amended in Melbourne in 1988;

b)
that Resolution 121 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference instructed the Council to establish a working group to study the ITRs and to prepare a report to the 2005 session of the Council for transmission to the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006);

c)
that the studies conducted by that working group of the Council did not result in a consensus regarding how to proceed (see PP-06/20(Rev.1)(Add.6));

d)
that treaty-level provisions are required with respect to international telecommunication networks and services;

e)
that the international telecommunications environment has significantly evolved, both from the technical and policy perspectives, and that it continues to evolve rapidly;

f)
that advances in technology have resulted in an increased use of IP-enabled infrastructure and relevant applications presenting both opportunities and challenges for ITU Member States and Sector Members;

g)
that as technology evolves, Member States are evaluating their policy and regulatory approaches to ensure an enabling environment that fosters supportive, transparent, pro-competitive, and predictable policies, as well as legal and regulatory frameworks that provide appropriate incentives for investment in, and development of, the information society;

h)
that ITU can play an important role in facilitating a discussion of new and emerging issues, including those arising from the changing international telecommunication environment,
believing

a)
that, in order for ITU to maintain its pre-eminent role in global telecommunications, it must continue to demonstrate its capacity to respond adequately to the rapidly changing telecommunication environment;

b)
that there is a need to build broad consensus on what could appropriately be covered in the ITU treaty framework, within its standardization activities, and within its development activities;

c)
that it is important to ensure that the ITRs are reviewed and, if deemed appropriate, revised and updated in a timely manner in order to facilitate cooperation and coordination among Member States and to reflect accurately the relations between Member States, Sector Members, administrations and recognized operating agencies;

d)
that the World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF) has historically provided an appropriate venue for discussing global and cross-sectoral issues of high concern to the ITU membership,

noting

1
that the fourth WTPF convened by Decision GT‑PLEN/A of this conference will provide an opportunity to study global and cross-sectoral issues of high concern to the ITU membership; 

2
that further studies can take place in the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU‑T), and, as may be required, in liaison with the other Sectors, with ITU-T as the focal point,

resolves

1
that a review of the ITRs should be carried out;

2
that ITU-T should undertake a review of the existing ITRs, engaging with the other sectors as may be required, with ITU-T as the focal point;

3
that the fourth WTPF should consider emerging telecommunications policy and regulatory issues, with respect to international telecommunication networks and services, for the purpose of understanding them and possibly developing opinions as appropriate;

4
that WTPF should prepare reports and, where appropriate, opinions for consideration by Member States, Sector Members, relevant ITU meetings and the Council;

5
that a World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) be convened at the seat of ITU in 2012, on the basis of the recommendations arising from this process of review,

instructs the Council

1
to consider the reports on the above-mentioned matters and take actions, as appropriate;

2
to adopt the agenda and fix the dates of WCIT by 2011,

urges the three Sectors, following the world telecommunication policy forum

each within its field of competence, to carry out any further necessary studies aimed at preparing for WCIT, and to participate in a series of regional meetings as required, in order to identify topics to be addressed by WCIT, within existing budgetary resources,

instructs the Secretary-General, following the above studies

to undertake the necessary preparatory arrangements for WCIT, in accordance with the applicable rules and procedures of ITU,

invites the membership

to contribute to the review of the ITRs and to the preparatory process of WCIT.

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 146)

	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
	STUDY GROUP 3

	TELECOMMUNICATION
STANDARDIZATION SECTOR

STUDY PERIOD 2005-2008
	TD 12 Rev.2 (WP 3/3)-E

	
	Original: English

	Question(s):
	2/3
	Geneva, 26-30 March 2007

	TEMPORARY DOCUMENT

	Source:
	Chairman, WP 3/3

	Title:
	Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs)


Background

At the PP06, substantial progress was made regarding review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs).  Resolution 146 (Antalya, 2006), “Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations,” resolves (among other things):

1 that a review of the ITRs should be carried out;

2 that ITU-T should undertake a review of the existing ITRs, engaging with the other sectors as may be required, with ITU-T as the focal point;

3 that the fourth WTPF should consider emerging telecommunication policy and regulatory issues, with respect to international telecommunication networks and services, for the purpose of understanding them and possibly developing opinions as appropriate. 

The TSAG ad hoc group on ITRs met on 27 and 28 February 2007 to discuss a recommended way forward for the review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) that is called for in Plenipotentiary Resolution 146.  Two input documents were referenced in the TSAG meetings meeting: C 23 from the United States of America and TD 349 from Study Group 2.

There was agreement by the participants in the ad hoc TSAG meetings to recommend to the Director that he defer any decision until after the 26-30 March 2007 meeting of Study Group 3 (SG3), in order to benefit from advice from SG3.  TSAG noted this advice.

Discussion

Given the importance of the issue to ITU membership, SG3 believes it is important that the mandate and authority for any group dealing with the subject of ITR review be clearly defined and understood in order to maintain coherence in the overall work programme of the ITU-T, to avoid duplication of efforts and avoid any possible confusion, and to produce results upon which the ITU membership can rely.

The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) has taken an important first step to identify a possible review process for the ITRs, noting the need for ITU-T Study Group 3, with its considerable expertise on the matter and its longstanding history of work on the topic, to provide advice to the Director of ITU-T as well.

It is proposed to establish an expert group to address the matters identified under Plenipotentiary Resolution 146 (Antalya, 2006), as follows. 
Scope of the activities of the Expert Group:
The scope of the review is the existing provisions of the ITRs.  Accordingly, the review should not consider new and emerging issues that might warrant treaty-level provisions. 
Rules of Procedure of the Expert Group:
1. the leadership of the expert group formed to review the existing ITRs should be agreed upon and decided by the membership;

2. the expert group should take into consideration, to the extent practicable and as appropriate, all the relevant materials available within the ITU from previous studies of the ITRs, in order to avoid any duplication and ensure efficiency;

3. contributions from the ITU membership should drive debate and discussion of the topic; 
4. regional representation in the leadership should be ensured; 

5. participation must be open to the ITU membership; views of the SG3 regional tariff groups should also be encouraged;

6. the expert group will operate according to ITU-T working methods and procedures;

7. the expert group should, to the extent possible, meet in conjunction with (before or after) SG2 and/or SG3 meetings;

8. Once the group is established, an E-Mail reflector to facilitate communication among the participants between meetings should be established.

Terms of Reference of the Expert Group:

1. to identify any duplication between the ITU Constitution or Convention and the ITRs;

2. to identify which of the provisions of the ITRs most appropriately reside in treaty-level instruments or ITU-T Recommendations;

3. to identify any operational provisions in the ITRs that could be adequately reflected in ITU-T Recommendations, and advising on whether they might be removed from the ITRs; 
4.  to identify whether the text of any of the existing provisions of the ITRs should be changed or suppressed, in particular obsolete provisions, taking into account any changes in international telecommunications since 1990;
5. the review may include the identification, to the extent practicable, of how the ITRs are currently used by Member States or Sector Members (for example, which provisions countries and operators rely on for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of international traffic, timely payments, service provision); 

6. to prepare reports for the TSB Director to provide for submission to Council: an interim report in time for consideration by Council 2008, and a final report in time for consideration by Council 2009;

7. if, in the course of the review of the current ITRs, topics are identified which are emerging telecommunication issues not currently covered in the ITRs, the Chairman, on her or his own initiative may compile a list of such topics.  This list could be forwarded to the Director of the TSB for any possible follow up action;

8. to liaise as appropriate with ITU-R and ITU-D, including ITU-R study groups and ITU-D programs and initiatives, pursuant to Plenipotentiary Resolution 146.
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