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Geneva, 19 March 2007
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 137
+41 22 730 5851
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	E-mail:
	Malcolm.johnson@itu.int
	Copy:

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau



	Subject:
	Bridging the Standardization Gap


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the recent TSAG meeting (Geneva, 26 February – 1 March 2007), the TSAG Group on Bridging the Standardization Gap met and reviewed the Sector activities towards the implementation of Resolution 44 (WTSA-04) and Resolution 123 (PP-06) (Bridging the standardization gap between  developing and developed countries).
2
As a result of these discussions, TSAG approved a liaison statement (see Annex) which was sent to ITU-D TDAG, ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 and to all ITU-T Study Groups. An email correspondence group has been created tsagbridge@itu.int, to continue the issues identified by the TSAG Group on Bridging the Standardization Gap.

3
Following the advice of TSAG, I am herewith sending this liaison to all Member States and ITU-T Sector Members to encourage them to sign up for the correspondence group tsagbridge@itu.int 

4
I would very much appreciate any advice and suggestions on ways to take the work forward.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau


Annex: 1
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	LIAISON STATEMENT
(Ref.: TD 417 (updated at TSAG Plenary))

	Source:
	TSAG (Geneva, 26 February - 1 March 2007)

	Title:
	LS to TDAG and ITU-D and ITU-T Study Groups on ITU-T activities on bridging the standardization gap

	LIAISON STATEMENT

	To:
	ITU-D TDAG, ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2, ITU-T Study Groups

	Approval:
	ITU-T TSAG meeting (Geneva, 26 February – 1 March 2007)

	For:
	Action

	Deadline:
	1 December 2007

	Contact:
	Mr. Oleg Mironnikov

Russian Federation
	Tel: +7 495 368 9127

Fax: +7 495 674 0067

Email: olegvm@zniis.ru 

	
	
	


At the recent TSAG meeting (Geneva, 26 February – 1 March 2007), the TSAG group on Bridging the Standardization Gap met and reviewed the Sector activities towards the implementation of WTSA-04 Resolution 44 (Bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries) and PP06 Resolution 123 (Bridging the standardization gap between  developing and developed countries). 

After a long discussion, the group agreed to continue work by correspondence to focus on innovative ways to communicate existing resources and tools to developing countries and to identify new ways to effectively implement the relevant Resolutions.

Issues that need to be addressed include:

· Consolidated report of standardization activities that support the implementation of WTSA‑04 Resolution 44 and 54, and PP06 Resolution 123

· Best ways to inform developing countries on existing tools (e.g. web site for information, access documents, submit questions to experts and TSB, standardization seminars briefing countries in the regions about standardization activities in ITU-T, use of regional groups that can be established under the request of countries)

· Identify items in the work programme for the next study period and items in the Operational plan for the period 2007-2010 that would give support to the bridging the standardization gap

· Define the boundary of activities and (technical and financial) responsibilities that lie within ITU-T and those that lie in ITU-D

· Preparation of guiding documents, at the Study question level, to assist in the implementation of ITU-T Recommendations (for example, that could be used by developing countries as part of type approval of services and systems and in developing national specific requirements for deploying new networks and services), and who and how will start the process leading to the preparation of guiding documents

· Identify ways to increase cooperation and coordination between ITU-T and ITU-D and between TSB and BDT.

· Consider the feedback from developing countries (arising from the above mentioned participation) indicating ways and means that this gap could be filled up.

There is significant desire to support these activities, but the specific actions to be taken are not clear. TSAG therefore strongly encourages the contribution and participation of experts from developing countries in the discussions of its group on bridging the standardization gap, in particular those active in the various ITU-D Study Groups.

Action Requested

Group on bridging the standardization gap invites advice and suggestions on ways and means to resolve the issues that are identified by the Group.

For information

This LS also conveys a list of the contact points in the various ITU-T study groups, identifies the latest version of the various action plans for developing countries and countries with economies in transition (DC/CET), lists the various regional groups created under ITU-T SGs, lists all the workshops and standardization seminars organized in developing countries by ITU-T in 2005 and 2006, and lists TDs with information from ITU-T SGs relevant to bridging the standardization gap ‑ the areas of particular interest to developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

1. Summary of SG Action Plans and points of contact for matters related to developing countries and countries with economies in transition

	SG
	Action Plan (TSAG TD)
	Point of Contact

	2
	TD/35
	Mr. Sherif Guinena (VC SG2) is the SG 2 point of contact for issues related to developing countries. He has also been appointed as liaison officer to ITU-D SG 2.

	3
	TD/18
	Mr Matano Ndaro (VC SG3) has been appointed as Liaison and coordination Officer to the ITU-D and will be coordinating the interests of developing countries and countries with economies in transition in SG 3 as well as following up their issues within the SG.

	4
	TD/41
	Mr. Baker Baker (VC SG4) has the Rapporteurship for the relations with DC and ITU-D.

	5
	
	Mr. Roberto POMPONI (Chairman, SG5)

	6
	TD/28
	Mr Júlio Cesar Fonseca (Anatel, Brazil) has been appointed as SG 6 Focal Point to the Development Sector of ITU and will be coordinating the interests of developing countries and countries with economies in transition in Study Group 6 as well as following up their issues within the Study Group.

	9
	TD/12
	Mr. Mike Schwartz, Coordinator of Public Relations of the SG, has been appointed as liaison officer to the ITU-D and will be following up the actions within the study group.

	11
	TD/114
	Mr. Keith Mainwaring, has been appointed as liaison officer to the ITU Development Sector and will be following up the actions within the Study Group

	12
	TD/19

TD/257
	M. J.J. Massima-Landji (VC SG 12) is in charge of "Bridging the standardisation gap" and is appointed as liaison officer to the ITU-D.

	13
	TD/10
	Mr. Haitham Chedyak (VC SG13) has been appointed as liaison officer to the ITU-D and will be following up the actions within the SG.

	15
	TD/61
	Mr. Shaohua Yu (VC SG15) - Supporting developing countries and regional groups.

	16
	TD/5
	Mr. Pierre-Andre Probst (Chairman, SG16)

	17
	TD/130
	M. Raphael Nlend is the SG 17 coordinator for assisting DC-CET

	19
	TD/8
	Mr. Maurice Ghazal (VC SG19) is named for Q.18/2 in the D Sector.

	TSAG
	TD/50
	Mr. Oleg Mironnikov (VC TSAG) is convenor of ad hoc group on DC/CET matters.


2. Information about Regional Groups which exist or establish at SG of ITU-T

· ITU-T Study Group 2

Regional Group for SG2 in the Arab region
(more information in SG2 (TD 57 (PLEN/2)) http://itu.int/md/T05-SG02-070130-TD-PLEN-0057).

· ITU-T Study Group 3

Regional Tariff Groups – TAS, TAF, TAL, TEUREM (Regional studies for the development of cost models together with related economic and policy issues).

· ITU-T Study Group 5

Regional Group for SG5 in Latin America
(Mr Júlio Cesar Fonseca (Anatel, Brazil) has been appointed as Focal Point for the establishment of a SG5 regional group in Latin America. The latest status of this activity can be found in Section 4 of the last meeting report COM5-R5 - http://itu.int/md/T05-SG05-R-0005).

3. Workshops and standardization seminars organized in developing countries

The following table contains the list of workshops and standardization seminars organized by TSB in developing countries in 2005-2006.

	Workshops
	Day-Month
	No. of participants
	Venue

	Workshop "Next Generation Network" 
	15-16 May 2006
	138
	Hanoi, Vietnam

	ITU-T Workshop on "Telecommunication Management and Operations Support Systems" 
	22-23 May 2006
	151
	Beijing, China

	 ITU-T/ITU-D Workshop "Standardization and Development of Next Generation Networks"
	3-5 October 2006
	47
	Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

	ITU-T IPTV Global Technical Workshop
	12-13 October 2006
	269
	Seoul, Republic of Korea

	ITU-D ITU-T Telecommunication Standardization Workshop
	25-27 October 2006
	25
	Maputo Mozambique

	NGN Technical Workshop
	14-15 March 2005
	350
	Jeju Island, Republic of Korea

	Cybersecurity Symposium II
	29 March 2005
	200
	Moscow, Russian Federation

	ITU Seminar on Standardization of the NGN and ICT Services Development
	5-7 July 2005
	86
	Tashkent, Uzbekistan

	ITU-T Training Seminar on NGN, Transmission and Network Management
	25-28 July 2005
	120
	Tehran, Iran

	Mobile Telecommunications and Fixed/Mobile Convergence-the realities going forward
	12-14 September 2005
	113
	Kyiv, Ukraine

	Workshop on “Reform of technical regulation: International experience of standardization in the field of communication”
	23-24 November 2005
	73
	Almaty, Kazakhstan 


4. Documents from TSAG meeting on Accessibility, Telemedicine, Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and on Early Warning, and Cybersecurity

The following documents contain relevant information and results directly related to bridging the standardization gap:

· Summary of ITU-T activities on standardization for Emergency Telecommunications (TD/376 TSAG, http://www.itu.int/md/T05-TSAG-070226-TD-GEN-0376/en).

· SG2, Lead Study Group on Service Definition, Numbering, and Routing; Lead Study Group for Telecommunication for Disaster Relief/Early Warning (TD/351 TSAG, http://www.itu.int/md/T05-TSAG-070226-TD-GEN-0351/en);

· SG16 informs that further progress has been made regarding support of Disaster Relief and Early Warning messages in Multimedia systems (TD/334 TSAG, http://www.itu.int/md/T05-TSAG-070226-TD-GEN-0334/en);

· SG17, Liaison statement on report from Lead Study Group on telecommunication security (TD/343 TSAG, http://www.itu.int/md/T05-TSAG-070226-TD-GEN-0343/en):

· Updated the ICT security standards roadmap, which is publicly-accessible at http://itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com17/ict
· Published electronically and on paper a revised version of the free ITU-T Manual on “Security in Telecommunications and Information Technology”. See http://itu.int/pub/T-HDB-SEC.03-2006 for the electronic version,
· Approved the new Question 16/17, Internationalized Domain Names, tasked in particular to investigate specific and relevant issues in the field of IDN, in response to WTSA-04 Res.48. The mandate for Question 16 is available on the Study Group 17 website at http://itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com17/sg17-q16.html.
· A website has been developed for the SG 17 Lead Study Group on telecommunication security at http://itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com17/tel-security.html.

· Security Compendium including a “Catalogue of approved ITU-T Recommendations related to telecommunication security” available at http://itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/oth/0A/0D/T0A0D0000090001MSWE.doc and an “Extract of ITU-T approved security definitions” available at http://itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com17/tel-security.html.

· Summaries of all SG 17 Recommendations under development or revision. The latest draft summaries may be found at http://itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com17/SG 17final-summaries.doc.

· Information summarizing ITU-T security-related activities. The information is available at http://itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/oth/0A/0D/T0A0D0000060001MSWE.doc. 

· Information summarizing other ITU security-related activities. The information is available at http://itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/oth/0A/0D/T0A0D0000070001MSWE.doc. 

· A document titled “Security guidance for ITU-T Recommendations” to help study groups to review Recommendations to ensure security considerations have been adequately addressed. The document is available at http://itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com17/tel-security.html.

· SG16, Progress report to TSAG - Lead SG on MM terminals, systems and applications and on ubiquitous applications (TD/364 TSAG, http://itu.int/md/T05-TSAG-070226-TD-GEN-0364):

· SG 16 completed work on a new Recommendation F.790 (Telecommunications accessibility guidelines for older persons and persons with disabilities) and on a Technical Paper with the Telecommunications Accessibility Checklist. More details in TD/335, http://itu.int/md/T05-TSAG-070226-TD-GEN-0335.

· SG16 has developed a Roadmap for Telemedicine, which first version has just been approved as Technical paper by the SG (see TD/336, http://itu.int/md/T05-TSAG-070226-TD-GEN-0335).
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