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Geneva, 29 May 2006
	Ref:
	TSB Circular 93
COM 2/RH

	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:
	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg2@itu.int 
	Copy:
-
To ITU-T Sector Members;
-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group 2;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	Questionnaire on number portability implementation information for national E.164 numbering resources


	Action:
	Please return the questionnaire by 29 September 2006 at the latest


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
ITU-T Study Group 2 (SG2) identified a requirement during its 3-11 May 2006 meeting with respect to the dissemination of information regarding the national implementation of number portability and the availability of that information internationally.  In identifying the requirement, SG2 recognized that, whilst the ITU National Numbering Plan web site reflects national numbering plan information, as reported by each Administration, it does not contain any particulars regarding the status of number portability.

2
In order to assess what guidelines might be required to assist in understanding number portability implementation, it was agreed to collect and assess information, via the questionnaire contained in Annex 1 of this Circular.

3
Only the Administrations of the Member States should reply to this questionnaire, and replies should reach the TSB by 29 September 2006 at the latest. The results will be published on the ITU web site and in a further circular as soon as all replies have been received.

4
I would like to stress the importance of this questionnaire, which will enable the collection and dissemination of a comprehensive and complete view of Member States' experiences with respect to number portability for national E.164 numbering resources. I therefore count on your active co-operation in ensuring that your reply is as full as possible and that it reaches me by the prescribed deadline. 

5
I take this occasion to recall that Recommendation E.129, Presentation of national numbering plans, has the following roles:

· to specify a methodology that will provide a standardized method for presenting the domestic numbering plans of all countries (i.e. each country’s application of Recommendation E.164).  

· a method by which this information is made available to all interested parties as well as timely information on numbering plan changes that influence the routing, charging and accounting of international telecommunications traffic. 

6
Information on national numbering plans that is sent to TSB is published in the ITU Operational Bulletin and posted on the ITU National Numbering Plan web page, which is at:


http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/inr/nnp/index.html
Please note how important it is for all Administrations to keep their national numbering plan information, as reported on the ITU web site, up to date as it is used and useful to other Administrations as well as to all operators to combat fraud and misuse.

7
Any new or updated information on national numbering plan changes should be sent to TSB (E-mail: tsbtson@itu.int or Fax: +41 22 730 5853) by using the Notification Form at the website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/inr/nnp/index.html .

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

annex 1
(to TSB Circular 93)
Please return this questionnaire, duly completed, to the following address
before 29 September 2006:

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau/ITU
Place des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 20 (Switzerland)
Fax: +41 22 730 5853
E-mail: tsbsg2@itu.int 

Reply to the questionnaire on dissemination of information on E.164 numbering resources
Name of your Administration: 


E.164 Country Code(s): 


Country:


Contact person:


Tel: ............................................................. Fax: 


E-mail: 



Please fill out the following questions either on this survey or in a separate document to the best of your knowledge.

1) Is there an obligation for all operators to implement number portability?
	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


If no, does the number portability obligation apply to only particular operators?  Please explain who has the obligation and why

2) Does the number portability obligation apply to all the numbering ranges administered by your Administration?

	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


If no, does number portability apply to only particular numbering ranges?  If so please identify which numbering ranges have a number portability obligation. 

3) Does the number portability obligation apply to only between specific operators / service providers?

	
	
	Mobile

	
	
	

	
	
	Fixed

	
	
	

	
	
	Between Fixed and Mobile

	
	
	

	
	
	Other
	


4) How was number portability determined in your country?

	
	
	Regulation

	
	
	

	
	
	Industry consensus

	
	
	

	
	
	Other
	


5) What number portability solution was chosen in your country for implementation by operators / service providers?

	
	
	Central Database

	
	
	

	
	
	Separate Operator / Service Provider Database

	
	
	

	
	
	Onward routing

	
	
	

	
	
	Other
	


6) If such a number portability obligation does not already exist, would you as regulator/Administration encounter any difficulties to establish such an obligation?
	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


If yes, please explain the difficulty 

7) If a company starts to offer public telecommunication services accessed by national E.164 numbering resources, is it required to comply with the number portability obligations established by the regulator?
	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


If yes, please provide details 


8) How many service providers/operators are there in your country today falling under number portability obligations? 

Please indicate the number 

9) Are the number portability details (regulations, national standards/specifications) for the above service providers/operators publicly available?
	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


10) If number portability details are available, are they on the web?
	
	
	Yes

	
	
	

	
	
	No


a)
If yes, please provide the URL:

b)
If no, where is the information and how can it be accessed?

11) If you have any other comments or observations regarding the above questions, please use the space below or attach additional sheets.
_______________
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