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-
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-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group 6;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.




	Subject:
	Questionnaire on Recycling Discarded Batteries


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
After the approval of ISO 14000 (Environmental Management Systems), operating companies and manufacturers had to adapt their proceedings for discarding and recycling batteries in use in telecom networks.
2
In this context, ITU-T Study Group 6 agreed at its meeting (Geneva, 12-16 December 2005) to develop a new draft Recommendation on recycling discarded batteries under the work programme of Question 1/6 (Environmental and Safety Procedures for Outside Plant).

3
In order to support the development of this draft new Recommendation, the Study Group agreed to issue a Questionnaire to collect information and experiences on the recycling and discarded batteries around the world. This will help identify operators and manufacturing issues, needs, and practices concerning this subject. This information will serve to prepare a draft Recommendation on this subject.

4
To this end, your assistance is needed to prepare the above-mentioned draft new Recommendation. We are therefore asking you to complete the Questionnaire reproduced in the Annex and to return it to the Rapporteur of Question 1/6 (with a copy to tsbsg6@itu.int ) before 17 July 2006:

BRAZIL

	
	Tel:
+55 61 9988-8778

Fax:
+55 61 3442-8371

Email:
consultarruda@brturbo.com.br


5
The forms should be returned by e-mail or fax.  If necessary feel free to add additional pages of information should the space provided be insufficient.

6
We rely on your cooperation and hope that you will ensure that your replies are as accurate as possible and reach the Rapporteur before the above-mentioned deadline.
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1
Annex 1
Questionnaire on Recycling Discarded Batteries
Objective

The environmental activities in the operators companies and the manufactures after ISO 14000 had to need to adapt their proceedings of discarded and the recycling all kinds of batteries in use in the telecom networks. The objective of this Questionnaire is to collect information and experiences on the recycling and discarded batteries around the world. The information collected will help identify operators and manufacturing issues, needs, and practices concerning this subject, and will serve to prepare a draft Recommendation on this subject.
Deadline

Replies to this Questionnaire should be sent to the Rapporteur of Question 1/6 (with a copy to TSB) by 17 July 2006 at the latest to allow time for data processing and analysis before the next Study Group 6 meeting (Geneva, 18-22 September 2006). The Rapporteur’s contact details are:

BRAZIL

	
	Tel:
+55 61 9988-8778

Fax:
+55 61 3442-8371

Email:
consultarruda@brturbo.com.br


The form can be returned via email or fax.  If necessary, please feel free to add additional pages should the space provided be insufficient.
Questions

	1.
	Company or organization name: 


	
	

	2.
	Country: 


	For the following questions, please select the answer that best describes your opinion.  
If you select ‘other’, please add a corresponding description.



	3.
	Is there any interest involving the knowledge of the environmental impact caused by the company’s activities?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	4.
	Is there any corporate concern about the deployment of ISO 14000 certification (Environmental Management System)?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No, owing to not knowing the processes involved

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No, due to other reasons (please describe): 





	5.
	Is there any history of health problems involving the company’s employees – either direct or indirect ones – due to the manipulation of products used in their occupations?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes (please detail): 





	6.
	Is there any information available related to research/studies on the subject matters mentioned above?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes (In this case, the Rapporteur would greatly appreciate a copy of the text of such a standard.)

	7.
	Is there any history of environmental accidents generated by the company??

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I don’t know

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	8.
	In general terms, is the discard of utilized products a controlled process?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	9.
	Is there a general discard procedure of products which are drawn back from use?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. How is the discard process accomplished? 





	10.
	Does the discard of products involve outsourcing?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. Which criteria involve the hiring of outsourced personnel? 





	11.
	Is there a special warehouse for discarded products?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. How is storage accomplished? Are there any standards to avoid environment contamination?? 





	12.
	Is the procedure of discarding products controlled (either internally or outsourced)?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	13.
	Are sanitary landfills, garbage dumps (for ordinary debris or industrial refuse) or dumpsters used?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I don’t know

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. Where? Is this dumpsite presently controlled? 





	14.
	Does the company interact with third sector-related entities?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I don’t know

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. Which? In which situation is it applicable? 





	15.
	Is there any estimate concerned with the volume of discarded?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I don’t know

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. Which residues relate to the largest discarded volume? 





	16.
	Is there a selection process of the site to be used for discard?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. How is it selected? 





	17.
	Does the company interact with companies that are specialized in recycling processes?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. Which? 





	18.
	Is there any resale of discarded products?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes. Which? 





	19.
	Among the products listed below, list the corresponding quantity and periodicity of discard, the specific discard procedures and recycling procedures:

	
	

	Types of Batteries
	Which is the estimate of discard in terms of quantity and periodicity?
	Is there any specific discarding procedure?

How is it accomplished?
	Is there any specific recycling procedure?

How is it accomplished?

	Niquel-Cadmiun-Stationary
	
	
	

	Acid-Lead-Stationary
	
	
	

	Acid-Lead-valve
	
	
	

	Acid lead-Calcium
	
	
	

	Acid –Lead Ventilated
	
	
	

	Cellular  Ni-MH
	
	
	

	Others (please specify)
	
	
	


___________________
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