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Geneva, 22 February 2006
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 75
TSB Workshops/X.Y.

+41 22 730 6206
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To ITU-T Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen;
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-
To IMTC


	Subject:
	Joint ITU-T Workshop and IMTC Forum 2006 on “H.323, SIP: is H.325 next?” 
San Diego, California, USA, 9 -11 May 2006


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I would like to inform you that a Joint ITU-T Workshop and IMTC Forum 2006 on “H.323, SIP: is H.325 next?”  organized by ITU-T and the International Multimedia Telecommunications Consortium (IMTC) will take place at Nokia Building, 12278 Scripps Summit Drive in San Diego, California, USA, from 9 to 11 May 2006 inclusive, at the kind invitation of IMTC.
The workshop will open at 9:30 hours on the first day. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be available at the meeting venue. 
2
Discussions will be held in English only.

3
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organisations. The workshop is free of charge but no fellowships will be granted. 
4
The rollout of NGN will bring with it in a new era of multimedia communications and with that a need to consider updating or replacing the currently used H.323 and SIP multimedia protocols. The question is whether to pursue development of a new protocol and a new generation of multimedia communication systems, or define new multimedia capabilities and functionality for existing protocols. Perhaps some consideration needs to be given to service control interface specifications.  With work already underway in ITU on a new protocol dubbed H.325, the industry must decide whether to invest more time and resource into this pursuit. The answer to this question will be one of the more fundamental issues addressed at this IMTC Forum and ITU-T Workshop, which will have to consider: market acceptance/need and benefit to end users, service providers and to enterprise information technology (IT) staff.
Additionally, the following topics will be addressed:

· New developments regarding video codecs following H.264, new audio / speech codecs, as well as new MPEG standards (e.g. Laser).

· Web activities – protocols, human interface needs, etc.

· IPTV

· Mobile network aspects
· Utilization of NGN capabilities in multimedia communication systems
The workshop will focus on these topics and others aiming to define what direction multimedia standardization should take in coming years.

5
This workshop would like to solicit sponsorship to provide various conveniences to participants, e.g. coffee breaks, evening meals/cocktails etc. If you wish to sponsor any of the above during this workshop, kindly contact Mahasti.Ghazi@nokia.com at your earliest convenience. 

6
There might be the possibility to set up a small exhibition at the workshop, in which companies and organizations could present poster or small-sized equipment to illustrate aspects relevant to workshop topics. The exhibition will only be held if there is sufficient interest. Please indicate any interest by email to Mahasti.Ghazi@nokia.com by Monday, 3 April 2006.
7
A draft programme of the workshop is set out in Annex 1 hereto.

8
Updated information relating to the workshop including the program, presentations as well as details and practical information will be available on the ITU-T Workshop website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/h325/200605.
9
For your convenience practical information and hotel information is enclosed in Annex 2 hereto.
10
In order to enable us to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the workshop, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/cgi-bin/htsh/edrs/ITU-T/scripts/edrs.ITU-T.workshops.form?_eventid=20 or using the registration form in Annex 3 duly completed (one per participant) by fax (No.: +41 22 7305853), as soon as possible, but not later than Monday, 24 April 2006. 
On site registration and badging will start on Tuesday 9 May 2006 at 08:30 hours at the workshop venue, where a valid ITU badge will be issued to give access to the workshop.
11
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter the USA. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing the USA in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Please be aware that it may take up to 6 to 8 weeks for visa approval so kindly make your request for the invitation letter as soon as possible. 
Participants who need an invitation letter and/or a visa supporting letter are advised to get in touch with the workshop contact person in USA whose detailed information is as follows: 

Mr. Jim Polizotto , IMTC Secretariat 
2400 Camino Ramon, Suite 375, San Ramon, CA  94583 
Tel: +1.650.328.0194 Fax: +1.650.618.2799 Mobile: +1.650.740.3012 
Email: jpolizotto@inventures.com
Your e-mail must include the following information in order for it to be processed:
Family name (last name): Forename (first name): Birth date (month/date/year): Passport number and issuing country: Gender: Company Name: Occupation/Position: Company/Mailing address: Postal Code: Country: Telephone Number: Fax Number: Name of Meeting:
In addition, you may be asked for specific documentation showing strong social, economic, and other ties to your home country. 
Letters of invitation will be sent to you via fax and only sent via Federal Express mail upon request.  Letters will be processed within 7 days of receiving an email request.  If you have not received your letter within 7 days or have any changes after receiving a faxed copy, please contact Mr Jim Polizotto. 
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 3

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 75)

Advance Programme
 Joint ITU-T Workshop and IMTC Forum 2006 on “H.323, SIP: is H.325 next?” 
San Diego, California, USA, 9 -11 May 2006
For more details on this workshop and updates to the program, please see the workshop website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/h325/200605.
	Day 1 - 9 May 2006

	8:30-9:30
	REGISTRATION

	9:30-10:45
	OPENING SESSION
Chairman: Istvan Sebestyen (SG16 Vice Chairman & IMTC president)

	10:45-11:15
	Coffee Break

	11:15-13:45
	SESSION 1: Real-time conferencing / conversation 
Chairman: Pierre-André Probst (SG16 Chairman)

Objectives: This session focuses on the question whether with the emergence of the Next Generation Network (NGN) there will be a 3rd generation of ITU-T defined Multimedia Systems and Terminals (dubbed H.325). And if so, how it would look like. A key point to discuss will be whether such new generation system would use the “aging” H.323 and SIP protocols, or would define and use a completely new protocol stack?

	13:45-14:45
	Lunch Break

	14:45-16:30
	SESSION 2: New Multimedia services on the internet 
Objectives: A lot of new, interesting multimedia communication development is happening currently on the internet. Some of them are based on specifications developed by SDOs and Forums; others are “de-facto” standard based on successful applications. This session will introduce and discuss about them.

	16:30-17:15
	Panel discussion: What is next? – per the theme of the conference

Objectives: A panel of speakers of the day would discuss with the audience the issues raised in previous sessions, and attempt to draw conclusions for future trends and standardization needs.


	Day 2 - 10 May 2006

	8:30-9:30
	SESSION 3: IMTC Award
Chairman: Istvan Sebestyen (SG16 Vice Chairman & IMTC president)
Objectives: As a traditional ceremony of IMTC Forum, Each year awards are given to those individuals and/or groups that have shown outstanding leadership in the field of Multimedia Communication. One of the award recipients will address the workshop with a Keynote Speech.

	9:30-9:45
	Coffee Break

	9:45-12:15
	SESSION 4: New Developments on Media Codecs
Chairman: Dave Lindbergh (SG16 Vice Chairman)

Objectives: This session introduces the latest development of Media Coding (such as Audio, Speech, Video and Still picture). Special attention will be given to the issues of media coding related to the NGN.

	12:15-13:30
	Lunch Break

	13:30-15:30
	SESSION 5: IPTV 
Objectives: IPTV is an attractive multimedia application that is currently getting a lot of attention. The goal of this session is to introduce important development and standards in the field in order to find out what ITU-T and IMTC might do in this evolving area.

	15:30-16:15
	Panel discussion: IPTV Standards

Objectives: Discussion of speakers and other invited panelists on IPTV in order to achieve a common view on the trends and actions to be taken.


	Day 3 - 11 May 2006

	8:30-10:30
	SESSION 6: Mobile Multimedia Technologies
Objectives: This session is concentrating on new developments and progress in the area of Mobile Multimedia Applications and Systems (including standards, applications, etc).

	10:30-11:00
	Coffee Break

	11:00-12:45
	CLOSING SESSION
Chairman: Istvan Sebestyen and P.A. Probst


ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 75)
Practical Information

1. Workshop Venue

Nokia Building
12278 Scripps Summit Drive
San Diego, CA 92131 USA
For your convenience, a map with the meeting venue in the very centre is attached:  
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More detailed map could be found on the web following the link: http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?bfkey=&name=&addr=12278+Scripps+Summit+Dr&state=CA&csz=San+Diego%2C+CA+92131-3697&ds=n&uzip=92131&
2. Hotels
The following hotels are recommended by the host of this event:

Residence Inn

Address: Scripps Highland Drive & Scripps Poway Pkwy San Diego, CA 92131 
Price (at Nokia rate): $159/night 
Contact: mail Jaci@hhgmarriotts.com and ask for this Nokia rate or: phone Jaci Black at 858 740 2305 and mention IMTC Conference and Nokia

Spring Hill Suites

Address: Scripps Poway Parkway at Interstate 15, San Diego, CA 92131

Price (at Nokia rate): $115/night
Contact: mail Jaci@hhgmarriotts.com and ask for this Nokia rate or: phone Jaci Black at 858 740 2305 and mention IMTC Conference and Nokia

Doubletree Golf Resort San Diego

Address: 14455 Penasquitos Drive, San Diego, CA 92129

Price (at Nokia rate): $107/night (This rate could change)

Tel: (858) 672-9100

Radisson Suite Hotel-Rancho Bernardo 
(Shuttle service: complimentary to all Nokia groups of 5 guests or more)

Address: 11520 W. Bernardo Court San Diego, CA 92127

Price (at Nokia rate): $116/night (This rate could change)

Tel: (858) 451-6600 

ANNEX 3
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	ITU-TSB
	Joint ITU-T Workshop and IMTC Forum 2006 on “H.323, SIP: is H.325 next?” 
(San Diego, 9 – 11 May 2006)
	

	

	REGISTRATION FORM

	
To be returned to (Fax: + 41 22 7305853) by 24 April 2006

	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Administration of ITU Member State

	
	
	

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Sector Member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
        ITU Associate

	
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

IMTC Member

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-Member

	
	
	

	

	Name and complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	

	______________________________________________
	Fax :_____________________________________________

	_________________________________________
	E-mail : _________________________________________

	

	

	Hotel :

	________________________________________________
	Tel. : _______________________________________

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________
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