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Geneva, 11 May 2006


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 2, Operational aspects of service provision, networks and performance, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 3 to 11 May 2006, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 9, of WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004) for the approval of one new and three draft revised Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of these draft new and draft revised ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State, Sector Member or Associate aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Appendix III to WTSA Resolution 1 (Florianópolis, 2004)).

Available patent information can be accessed on‑line via the ITU‑T website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 9, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 23 April 2006 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 2 that these draft new or revised Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft new or revised Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft new or revised Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 11 May 2006 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the ITU Convention.

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 2 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 3/2.
7
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 65)

Summary and location of the texts
Note: The texts of these Recommendations are available in COM 2-R 8
1
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.118 (Revised)

The international telecommunication charge card
Summary

Telecommunication charge cards may be issued by Recognized Operating Agencies (ROAs) to allow customers to use their card in connection with various international services at appropriate charges for each transaction and have the charges billed to their account in the country where the ROA issued the charge card. Cards issued by ROAs in accordance with this Recommendation conform to the appropriate ISO standards.

This Recommendation has been revised to include implementation guidelines for the assignment of Issuer Identifier Numbers (IINs).

2
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.152 (Revised)

International freephone service
Summary

Experience with the International Freephone Service has shown that carriers have developed their own service order forms that are different to Annexes A, B and C of the existing Recommendation.  Consequently, the service order forms have been amended to better suit the actual need for information exchange between carriers.  In addition, a global change has been made to ensure that the use of terms and definitions are consistent throughout the Recommendation.
3
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.156 (was E.misuse) (New)

Procedures to determine ITU action on reported misuse of 
E.164 number resources
Summary

The members, through contributions, have brought to the attention of the ITU the issue of misuse of numbering resources.  This recommendation outlines the procedures that the ITU-T TSB Director, on behalf of the ITU, shall undertake at the behest of its members, including methods to address and counter any alleged misuse when such reports are brought to its attention.

4
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.164.1 (Revised)

Criteria and procedures for the reservation, assignment, and reclamation of E.164 country codes and 
associated Identification Codes (ICs) 

Summary

ITU-T Rec. E.164 describes the international public telecommunication numbering plan. ITU-T Rec. E.190 describes the general principles to be utilized in the assignment of ITU-T E-series international numbering resources. This Recommendation describes the procedures and criteria for the reservation, assignment, and reclamation of E.164 country codes and associated Identification Code (IC) assignments. The criteria and procedures are provided as a basis for the effective and efficient utilization of the available E.164 numbering resources. Such assignments require a collaborative effort between the TSB and the appropriate ITU-T Study Group to endeavour to ensure that the assignments meet the needs of the telecommunication community. The development of these criteria and procedures are in accordance with the principles contained in ITU-T Rec. E.190 and the numbering plan formats detailed in ITU-T Rec. E.164. While processing E.164 resource applications, any conflicts between these Recommendations that are identified will be resolved by the following: Those statements contained in ITU-T Rec. E.190 take precedence over ITU-T Rec. E.164, and those statements contained in ITU-T Rec. E.164 take precedence over this Recommendation.

The TSB assigns and reclaims E.164 country codes for geographic areas, global services and for Networks. It is also responsible for the assignment and reclamation of Identification Codes (ICs) for Networks1. The assignment of subsequent digits are normally not the purview of the ITU-T, but are the purview of the assignee. However, there may be unique circumstances by which it is jointly agreed by the TSB and the appropriate ITU-T Study Group that subsequent digits are to be centrally administered, e.g., UIFNs.

_____________

1	Internationally interconnected physical nodes and operational systems operated and maintained by one or more Recognized Operating Agencies (ROAs) to provide public telecommunication services. Private networks are not included in this definition. Note that the use of capital "N" in Networks indicates that this definition applies.
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