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	- To Administrations of Member States 

of the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates


	E-mail:
	paolo.rosa@itu.int
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of all ITU-T Study Groups and TSAG.
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	The Future of ICT, an event to mark 50 Years of Standards Making in ITU-T


Dear Sir/Madam,
As a result of ITU reforms, the former CCITT (International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Committee), which was established in 1956 was replaced with the formation of ITU-T in 1993. However the CCITT’s history can be traced back as far as 1924 and 1925  when the CCIF and CCIT were created (see Annex 1). The name ”CCITT” was very well-known in the telecom business.
In 2006, ITU-T will celebrate its 50 years of making the standards that have played a massive part in shaping the Information and Communications technologies and services of today.

There is a plan to hold an event to mark this occasion. The aim will be to give increased visibility to the new ITU standardization environment, raising the profile of its standardization work and its members. Along the lines of a workshop, the event, while celebrating the past achievements of ITU-T, will be forward looking in focus. TSAG at its 7-11 November 2005 meeting endorsed this plan.
Following discussions at TSAG, TSB has discussed a possible model of celebration: to organize a one-day event, which will take place in Geneva in the time slot 18 – 27 July 2006, when there is also a meeting of NGN-GSI (NGN Global Standards Initiative, 17 – 28 July).
A main feature would be a panel discussion on the future of ICTs moderated by a key industry pundit (journalist, analyst, broadcaster, writer). The panel would consist of senior level people from ITU Members, while some CEOs of well known companies would be invited for keynote speeches. 

The target audience would be a mixture of traditional ITU members and others, particularly those from non-member ICT players. 

Display panels would be developed depicting key points and archive photography in CCITT/ITU-T’s history. 

In the evening, attendees to the day’s event could be invited to a celebration dinner to take place e.g. on a boat on Lake Geneva.

In addition, some other ideas were proposed, including an award to some distinguished well-known experts.
TSB is open to any proposal on this issue from ITU-T Members.  I kindly invite ITU-T Members:

1) to provide comments and proposals to organize the event, and
2) to provide voluntary contributions  to sponsor the event.
I will inform ITU-T Members about the plan of celebration as soon as its details are fixed.

Please contact Mr. Paolo Rosa as the TSB Coordinator for this event : 

ITU
Place des Nations
1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 730 5235

Fax: +41 22 730 5853
Email : paolo.rosa@itu.int
I look forward to hearing your support for this event at your earliest convenience. 

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
Annex:  1 - A Pocket History of ITU-T
Annex 1
(to TSB Circular 61)
	A Pocket History

The International Telegraph Union was founded in 1865 by twenty States: Austria, The Netherlands, Baden, Portugal, Bavaria, Prussia, Belgium, Russia, Denmark, Saxony, France, Spain, Greece, Sweden-Norway, Hamburg, Switzerland, Hanover, Turkey, Italy and Württemberg.

In 1924, in Paris, the CCIF (International Telephone Consultative Committee) was created followed in 1925 by the CCIT (International Telegraph Consultative Committee).

At ITU’s Plenipotentiary Conference held in Madrid in 1932 the International Telegraph Union changed its name to the International Telecommunication Union and in 1947, after World War II, the ITU became the United Nations’ specialized agency for telecommunication. 

In 1956, the two separate ITU committees, the CCIF and the CCIT  were joined to create the CCITT to more effectively manage telephone and telegraph communications.
In 1993, the ITU underwent a reorganization and the CCITT was replaced by the new structure as ITU-T, the ITU's Telecommunication Standardization Sector. 

Global strategy consulting firm Booz Allen Hamilton awarded ITU with the accolade of being one of the world’s top ten most enduring institutions in December 2004.

At present, more than 3000 ITU-T Recommendations are in force with a speed of an average time to approve its technical Recommendations as quick as in less than 2 months.
Members 

In 1956 the CCITT membership was of 50 Members (43 of which are still present)

· Recognized Operating Agencies (ROAs): 18 (15 of which are still present members):

American Cable and Radio Corp.; AT&T; Cable & Wireless; Compagnie française de câbles sous-marins; T.S.F.; Companhia Portuguesa Radio Marconi; Compañía de Teléfonos de Chile; Telefónica; Cuban Telephone Company; Deutsch-Atlantische Telegraphengesellschaft; Grande Compagnie des télégraphes du Nord; KDD; NTT; Radio Austria; RCA Communications; Societa Italcable; Teléfonos de México S.A.; Telephone Association of Canada.

· Scientific or Industrial Organizations (SIOs): 6

Automatic Telephone and Electric Company; Felten & Guilleaume, Carlswerk; Felten & Guilleaume, Fernmeldeanlagen; N. V. Philip’s Telecommunicatie Industrie; Telefunken G.m.b.H.

· International Organizations: 3 – IATA; WMO; IRU.

Today membership consists of 189 Member States, 309 Sector Members (SIOs plus ROAs), 41 International and Regional organizations and 97 Associates. 
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