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	Subject:
	Use of the six official and working languages of the Union – Interpretation at ITU-T meetings


Dear Sir/Madam,

In anticipation of the entry into force on 1st January 2005 of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002), the ITU Council, in its Resolution 1223 (2004), resolved to “invite the advisory groups of the three Sectors to give advice on appropriate changes to working methods and practices in relation with the use of languages, in order to reduce the costs concerned, and to provide their proposals to the 2005 session of the Council”.

The conclusions of the Telecommunications Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) included the observation that ITU-T’s practices for translation and interpretation are in line with existing, well‑established cost-saving practices, while endorsing further studies of interpretation and translation practices in order to identify additional potential savings.

TSAG also invited TSB to explore further opportunities for cost savings without applying additional rules, keeping in mind the footnote of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, which states that some work in ITU (for example working groups, study groups, regional conferences) might not require the use of all six languages.

In Resolution 1238 (2005), Council resolves to “create a working group of the Council open to all Member States, in particular those representative of and reflecting the six official and working languages of the Union…”; instructs the Secretary-General, “in close coordination with the Directors of the Bureaux and with the advice of the Working Group on languages,” to “implement all 
necessary measures in order to finalise the implementation of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002) within the financial limits of the Union…”; and goes on to instruct the Secretary-General and the Directors of ITU’s Bureaux to “provide all relevant information and assistance to the Working Group on languages” and to “continue to identify and implement the most efficient measures in order to facilitate the implementation of Resolution 115 (Marrakesh, 2002) within the financial limits of the Union.”

On that subject, I should like to take this opportunity to encourage your administration to arrange for representation in that Working Group.

On the question of interpretation services for ITU-T meetings, TSB will abide by its current practice, which has proven to be entirely satisfactory. Nonetheless, to improve this practice and make it both more transparent and more effective, interpretation will be provided for a portion of the technical study group meetings, on the basis of requests from Member States. Accordingly, a new paragraph has been inserted in the letters announcing meetings, and the registration form has been modified to allow delegations to specify exactly what interpretation services they require.

For each meeting, interpreters will be hired for those sessions requiring interpretation, on the basis of the requests received from Member States on the registration forms no later than one month in advance.

To help us to better plan the hiring of interpreters, I should be grateful if the Member States would provide us with an advance indication of those 2005 and 2006 meetings (see TSB Circulars 35 and 40, respectively) for which they intend to request interpretation services for their delegation.

I wish to express my gratitude to all the Member States for their cooperation and support, allowing TSB, in the context of budgetary restrictions, to find the best possible method of dealing with the use of the six official and working languages of the Union on an equal footing.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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