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	-
To ITU-T Sector Members;
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	tsbdir@itu.int 
	Copy:
-
To Administrations of Member States of 
the Union;

-
To the Chairman and Vice Chairmen of 
TSAG;

· To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Request to Sector Members to submit candidatures as observers at meetings of Council – implementation of Resolution 109 (Marrakesh, 2002)


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In Resolution 109 (Marrakesh, 2002), “Review and consolidation of provisions regarding observers”, the Plenipotentiary Conference resolved to create a group of Member States to make recommendations regarding the status of Sector Member observers to the Council, and to report to Council 2004.  It instructed Council to implement, on a provisional basis, the recommendations of the Group of Member States regarding the admission of Sector Members as observers at meetings of the Council, in accordance with conditions established by the Council.

2
Decision 519 of Council 2004 approved the admission, on a provisional basis, of observers representing Sector Members to the 2005 session of Council on the basis of the criteria set out in Annex 1.

3
Decision 519 of Council 2004 also instructed the Directors to bring this decision to the attention of the Sector advisory groups and invite them to take appropriate measures, taking into account in particular the conditions specified in Annex 1, to nominate up to three Sector Members to attend Council as observers representing the Sector Members of that Sector. 

4
TSAG has been discussing this matter and approved the creation of a correspondence group, inviting the membership to communicate views on the criteria to be established for the selection of representatives of ITU-T Sector Members as observers in the work of the Council, and asked the group to report to the March 2005 meeting of TSAG. 

5
The TSAG correspondence group has noted the proposal from the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) on a nomination process for ITU-R Sector Member Observers and has expressed no objections to date.  Given the need to make progress on this matter and to facilitate discussion at the March 2005 TSAG meeting, the TSAG management team, in consultation with the Director, proposes to adapt the RAG process on an interim basis pending final decision by TSAG.  Accordingly, interim criteria for the nomination process for ITU-T can be found in Annex 2.

6
To facilitate discussion and advice by TSAG (14-18 March 2005) and to give interested Sector Members sufficient time to prepare for Council 2005, I would like to request those interested Sector Members to submit their candidatures to the Bureau by 12 March 2005. The candidatures received will then be submitted to TSAG, for evaluation and selection, in accordance with the procedure to be agreed by TSAG at its March 2005 meeting. After the necessary consultations with the Directors of the three Bureaux, the nominated Sector Members will be informed accordingly and will be notified to the Council Secretariat.

7
The Bureau remains at the disposal of the membership for any further clarification that may be required with respect to the subjects treated in this Circular.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2

Annex 1

(to TSB Circular 21)
ANNEX A of Council DECISION 519

1.
Each Sector Advisory Group, through consultations and taking into account conscious d) above, nominates up to three Sector Members to attend Council as observers representing the Sector Members of that Sector. 

2.
A facility at ITU headquarters shall be provided for all nominated Sector Member observers should it not be possible for all of them to be seated in the Council meeting room. This facility shall have a live one-way audio feed to the meeting.

3.
The name of each nominated Sector Member observer shall be formally communicated to the Secretary-General by the Bureau Directors, with sufficient prior notice to facilitate the registration of these individuals.

4.
At Council 2005 and 2006 sessions, no contributions, either written or oral, shall be permitted by the observers representing Sector Members in Council meetings, its committees or  working groups, or in any groups created by them.

5.
These observers representing Sector Members shall attend Council meetings at their own expense and only one individual from the designated Sector Member may be admitted. This function is not to add to the cost of each Sector or to be factored into its budgetary appropriation or operational plan.

6. Each Sector’s nomination of Sector Member observers should take into account the following factors: geographic distribution, Sector Member contributions to the Union, categories of Sector Members and commercial affiliation.

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 21)

Interim Criteria for consideration of Sector Members that wish to be nominated as Observers representing ITU-T Sector Members to Council 2005

a)
The proposed Sector Member Observer is to agree that its representative will attend the Council 2005 session in its entirety; 

b)
The Observers representing Sector Members shall attend Council meetings at their own expense and only one individual from the designated Sector Member may be admitted. This function is not to add to the cost of each Sector or to be factored into its budgetary appropriation or operational plan; 

c)
Interested Sector Members shall submit a letter to the TSB Director and TSAG Chairman including:  

1) agreement to the above two conditions; 

2) the name(s) and other relevant information of the anticipated representative(s) of the Sector Member (in order to facilitate registration); and 

3) a brief description of the Sector Member’s qualifications under the criteria established by the Council in Decision 519:

· geographic distribution;

· Sector Member contributions of all kinds to the Union; 

· categories of Sector Members; and

· commercial affiliation; 

d)
The Sector Member has not been nominated to be a Sector Member Observer to Council by another Advisory Group.

____________

Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int
Switzerland
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00


ITU-T\BUREAU\CIRC\21E.DOC


