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SG 5 has received your Liaison Statement regarding a possible Restructuring of ITU-T Study Groups. We are pleased with the opportunity you have provided for Study Groups to contribute to this matter. We wish to present some of our views to TSAG-ITU-T SGs Restructuring Correspondence Group relevant to SG 5.

There is a strong belief and desire in Study Group 5 that a continuation of Study Group 5 responsible for “Protection against the electromagnetic environment effects” is required for future ITU‑T activities and the benefit of Administrations, Network Operators, Manufactures and Users of telecommunication services.

The participants in Study Group 5 consist of a mix of representatives from Administrations, Network Operators and Manufacturers. The field of application of SG 5’s activities is unique and distinct in ITU-T and in ITU-R. Effective coordination has also been established with IEC (e.g. SC37A, TCs 77, 81, 106, 108, CISPR), CENELEC (e.g. TC 106 and 210), ETSI (e.g. TC ERM), CIGRE (e.g. JWG C4.202) and UIC avoiding, as far as possible, overlapping and duplication of works. From these collaborations it is evident that the field of application of SG 5 is quite wide, covered by many TCs in other organizations, but its focus is on telecommunication installations. This is again unique in the standardization world and is attracting people, both from network operators and manufactures, who have the possibility to work on different but related subjects as resistibility, electromagnetic compatibility and safety. In particular, SG 5 is the most competent international standardization organization with clear leadership in the field of telecommunication equipment resistibility and interference between power and traction lines and telecommunication lines; these subjects are actually not treated by other international standardization organizations. The 9 Volumes of Directives, treating the interference between electric power (including railways) and telecommunication lines, have been also signed by CIGRÉ and UIC.

The development of the mobile and wireless services has increased the attention of the public on the health effects of the electromagnetic fields (EMF). On the ITU-T side this is focused in SG 5; in this field we have established a liaison with World Health Organization (WHO), IEC and CENELEC.

6 new and 6 revised Recommendations were approved as ITU-T recommendations and 4 Recommendations (2 new and 2 revised) have started the Approval Procedure. Dozen or more Recommendations,  and the revision of some Volumes of the Directives are in the pipeline and should be approved before the WTSA-08. A new Chapter of Handbook on “Mitigation Techniques” has been also approved. Thus we view the productivity of Study Group 5 to be quite high and cost effective, and that work is progressing at about as fast a pace as the telecommunication structure can evolve. It is difficult to conceive how these variety of documents (Recommendations, Handbooks and Directives) could have been developed so well integrated, with completeness, and in such a timely manner to meet the market conditions of the equipment and protective component industry and network operator’s installation practices by other means than having the rich mix of expert participants that is represented in Study Group 5.

The attendance at SG 5 meetings is stable on the order of about 50 per meeting, with a peak of 66 delegates when we met in Beijing (China) where many delegates participated for the first time.  The number and diversity of participants at meetings we view as being quite desirable. It has permitted members to develop trust and respect of each other, as well as providing a broad set of skills to bear on matters that might not be so effectively attained in a much larger group. We are studying 16 Questions with 14 Rapporteurs; most of them are young people.

As we examined the principles set out in the Terms of Reference of the Restructuring Group, we believe that the current SG 5 meets all of these principles, as is briefly illustrated above. 

Moreover we think that this matter (Resistibility, EMC, Safety and EMF) is essential for Administrations, Operators and Manufacturers. However this specific knowledge is a competence of quite restricted number of experts. The EMC, as a whole including the protection against electromagnetic environment effects, becomes a new science and technology demanding specialised engineering skill. 

During its last meeting in Beijing (May 2007), SG 5 has discussed the possibility to expand its field of application, for example including some questions actually studied by SG 6 (moving some SG 6 questions to SG 5 was considered during a common meeting between SG 5 and 6 in 2006). The conclusion of the discussion was to maintain our field of application unchanged. The main reason is that expansion of the application field (e.g. including environmental aspects for telecommunication installations) would require new competences which could not be combined with the existing ones.

We thus conclude that SG 5 or an equivalent set of responsibilities in a single Study Group is desirable and must remain in any future structure in the ITU-T. 

We shall be happy to provide more information if it is desired.
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