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Introduction

ITU-BDT organized a seminar in Tunis the week following WSIS II. This TD provides an overview of this event.

Discussion

The “Regional Seminar on Fixed Mobile Convergence and New Network Architectures for the Arab Region” took place in Tunis (Tunisia), 21-24 November 2005.

Objectives for the Seminar

The following text extracted from the “Call for Speakers” and the program indicates the objectives and coverage intended for the event:

Today’s technology savvy young person will soon be a key decision maker at home and at work. This "next generation user" is the target customer who will demand and expect multimedia services, security, personalization and mobility for enhanced productivity and user experience as normal. Next Generation Networks (NGNs) must meet the demands of these next generation users. 

There are now more mobile users than fixed users. This increasing "demographic" shift requires an essential re-examination of the relationship between fixed and mobile networks. It also makes it very clear that mobility must be a core capability of the NGN.

Different solutions/network architectures can be taken into account for a smooth transition from existing network infrastructures (PSTN/PLMN) towards New Generation Network (NGN) as a result of the convergence process leading to different applications/services sharing network infrastructures.

The key objectives of this Seminar are to provide an overview of convergence in its widest sense (Telecom/IT/Broadcast), then to focus on near term convergence topics including fixed, mobile and broadband wireless, Telecom + IT. The Seminar will include identification of directions and work topics for proceeding forward from near term convergence.

The aspects related to Network Planning for New Generation Networks are also part of the Seminar.

This seminar was one of an ongoing series on IMT-2000, fixed-mobile convergence, and broadband (wireless) access that the ITU-BDT organizes in support of developing countries and countries with economies in transition (DC/CET): www.itu.int/ITU-D/imt-2000/BDTActivities.
This seminar provided significant exposure for the ITU in the Arab/North Africa region. The meeting had about 156 participants from 33 countries representing 11 administrations, 16 operators and 7 vendors.
[image: image1.emf]The seminar was chaired by the ITU-T SG 19 Chairman who also gave seven presentations representing ITU, ITU-T and ETSI as well as Nortel. The chairman’s closing presentation, developed during the seminar, captured the key messages of each presentation and the overall thrust of the seminar and was particularly appreciated by the participants.
· ITU: Introductory remarks/Keynote address/ITU Structure

· ITU-T: Update on ITU-T NGN activities since GSC9  (on behalf of Brian Moore, ITU-T SG 13 Chairman)

· ITU-T: Key Results of Focus Group activity on NGN  (on behalf of Chae-Sub Lee, ITU-T FG-NGN Chairman)

· TISPAN: Telecommunications and Internet converged Services and Protocols for Advanced Networking (on behalf of Alain Le Roux, Chairman, ETSI TISPAN, France Telecom)

· Nortel: Shaping the Future: Mobile Network Evolution to NGN

· Nortel: BWA:  Standards, Regulatory  and Spectrum Issues

· ITU: Conclusions and closing remarks

All the presentations are available for downloading from links in the seminar program which lays out the details of the sessions and which is available at www.itu.int/ITU-D/imt-2000/documents/Tunis2005/TunisFinalProgram.
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