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ICANN thanks ITU-T Study Group 2 for the opportunity to provide a response to the Liaison Statement ITU-T COM 2 – LS 112 – E. Please find the comments below. 

As a general comment, any changes to existing procedures as they relate to the .int Top-Level Domain must occur through appropriate process under ICANN procedures, including public consultations. Changes to existing policies set out in the draft recommendations (and partly reflected in the Liaison Statement) include for example, but are not limited to, changes to existing policies as they relate to second level registrations under .int; establishment of an appeals mechanism; and the establishment of a mechanism; internationalization of the .int TLD. 

The response to the Liaison Statement is provided section by section. Please contact Theresa Swinehart, General Manager, Global Partnerships and Doug Barton, General Manager, IANA, for any comments. Information about the policies for registration under the .int TLD can be found at: http://www.iana.org/int-dom/. 

ICANN has not provided comments to the specific recommendation text. The comments below are limited to a response to the Liaison Statement as it relates to the ITU-T Study Group 2 e.int discussions. 

Section 6.1: 

The criteria for organizations qualifying for registrations under .int includes organizations that may not have registered under the United Nations. ICANN accepts domain name registration applications from entities that qualify under the established procedures from within and outside the United Nations system of organizations, funds, programs, commissions, institutes, specialized agencies and related organizations, as long as they qualify under the criteria set out for the registration under .int. These include that an entity has an “independent international legal personality” (see: http://www.iana.org/int-dom/).  

The suggestion of an appeal mechanism would be a change to existing procedures. 

Section 6.2: 

While the concept of exceptions could be considered, the consultation mechanism requires careful research and consultation with appropriate parties. Both the issue of exceptions and consultation mechanism (including what an appropriate consultation mechanism would entail) would be a change to existing procedures. 

Section 7: 

It is not clear from this section that there will only be one registration per organization. Additionally, under current procedures any subsidiaries of an organization (not qualifying for a name at the second level) would come under the existing second level, and not be entitled to a separate second level name. The proposed recommendation is a change to existing procedures.  

Section 8.2: 

There are many unresolved issues surrounding the use of IDN at the Top-Level Domain (TLD). Thus, there is no current internationalized top-level domain as part of the global interoperable Internet. In establishing the ICANN President’s Committee on IDN’s, one of the responsibilities of the Committee includes determining issues surrounding the internationalization of top-level domains. 

The proposed recommendation is not possible until issues surrounding the use of IDN at the TLD level have been resolved. Additionally, when and if IDN at the TLD level occurs, any changes to existing policies as it relates to the .int TLD would need to go through ICANN procedures. 

Section 12.1.1: 

The expression “must reside in” should be changed to, “should be served by.” 

With regard to a potential consultation mechanism, as commented for section 6.2, this would be a change to existing procedures.

Section 18: 

How existing registrations are handled is at the discretion of the registry.  An appeal’s mechanism would be a change to existing procedures.
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