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Geneva, 15 February 2006

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 3/2


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg2@itu.int 
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members and to ITU-T Associates participating in the work of Study Group 2


	Subject:
	Meeting of Study Group 2
Geneva, 3-11 May 2006


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In accordance with the schedule of ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector meetings for 2006 (see TSB Circular 58 of 1 December 2005), I would like to inform you that Study Group 2 (Operational aspects of service provision, networks and performance) is to meet at ITU headquarters, Geneva, from 3 to 11 May 2006 inclusive.

The meeting will open at 0930 hours on the first day. Participant registration will start at 0830 hours. Please note that, as from 1 January 2006, all participants must register via the Montbrillant entrance. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters.

2
An interpretation service will be provided for the meeting in accordance with the provisions in force.

3
The draft agenda, as prepared by the Chairman, is set out in Annex 1 hereto.

Please note agenda item 7.c, and please provide your replies, if any, to the consultation requested in Annex 3 hereto by 23 April 2006, preferably in the form of a contribution.

4
The draft timetable, as prepared by the Chairman and her Management Team, is set out in Annex 2 hereto.

5
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004), contributions to the work of the study group shall be submitted to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).

a)
Contributions received at least two months before the meeting will be published and mailed to the Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members and to ITU-T Associates registered in this study group who have requested paper copies, and will be available on the Study Group 2 website.

b)
Contributions received by TSB less than two months but not less than seven working days before the date set for the opening of the meeting shall be published as "delayed contributions",  shall be posted to the Study Group 2 website and shall be distributed, upon request only at the beginning of the meeting to only the participants present. Therefore, such contributions must be received by TSB not later than 23 April 2006.

Participants are encouraged to submit contributions by electronic mail to the following address: 
tsbsg2@itu.int. Detailed instructions can be found on the ITU-T website.

We strongly encourage you to use the set of templates that has been created to harmonize the appearance of ITU-T documents, while making the production of the documents easier and thus more efficient.  These templates are accessible from each ITU-T Study Group web page, under “Guides, Tools and Templates” (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/templates/index.html).  

With a view to settling any questions which might arise concerning contributions, the name, the fax and telephone numbers and the e-mail address of the person to be contacted should be indicated on contributions.  Accordingly, please give those details on the cover page of all documents.

6
In order to enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the documentation and organization of the meeting, I should be grateful if you would send me by letter, fax (No.: +41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int ), as soon as possible, but not later than 3 April 2006, the list of people who will be representing your Administration, Sector Member, Associate, regional and/or international organization or other entity. Administrations are requested also to indicate the name of their head of delegation (and deputy-head, if applicable). The registration form in Annex 5, duly completed (one per participant), should be attached to the above-mentioned list.

7
For the sessions scheduled with interpretation, please note that interpretation will be provided only upon request by Member States, on the registration form, and at least one month before the sessions.  It is imperative that the deadline indicated on the registration form be respected in order for TSB to make the necessary arrangements for interpretation.

8
With a view to rationalizing document distribution during meetings, working party members are reminded that they will receive only the documents which concern them.  You are therefore requested to indicate carefully, in the registration form, the different working parties you wish to attend.

9
Wireless LAN facilities are available in the ITU main conference room areas and in the CICG building (International Conference Centre of Geneva) for delegates’ use. Wired network access continues to be available in the ITU Montbrillant building. Detailed information is available on the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html).

10
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 4 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/accommodations.asp  for the list of hotels).

11
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. If problems are encountered, the Union can, at the official request of the administration or company you represent, approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Visa requests should be made by official letter from the administration or company you represent. This letter must specify your name and function, date of birth, passport number as well as the date of issue and expiry. The letter must be accompanied by a photocopy of your passport and completed registration form and must be sent to TSB, bearing the words “visa request”, by fax (No.: +41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int). Please note that the Union needs at least one week to process all papers required for the delivery of a visa.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 5
ANNEX 1
(to TSB collective-letter 3/2)

Draft Agenda

ITU-T Study Group 2 Meeting
3-11 May 2006

1.
Opening of the meeting

2.
Approval of the Agenda

3.
Timetable and room allocation

4.
Practical logistic guidance

5.
Reports of SG2 work

a) Approval of Reports COM 2-R5 to 8

· Decision not to translate forms

b) Activities since the December 2005meeting of SG2: reports from Rapporteur meetings, QSDG and SNO

c) Report on Numbering Issues, including NCT

d) Report on responses to Circular 64 regarding Reporting on extra-territorial use of E.212 MCC+MNC codes

e) Report on developments with respect to the management of Internet Domain Names and Addresses

f) Report on activities related to misuse of numbering resources

6.
Reports of other meetings

a) Report of Council 2006 meeting

b) Reports of other meetings

7.
Other issues for this meeting

a) Review of situation concerning use of E.212 codes

b) Request for allocation of country code for the UN for Telecommunications for Disaster Relief

c) Responses to consultation requested in Annex 3 of Collective 3/2.

d) Other issues

8.
Procedural notifications

9.
Meeting of Working Parties and Associated Groups

10.
Date and place of next meeting

11.
Review of WP meeting results

· Identification of Recommendations for future approval under provisions of Resolution 1 (TAP and AAP)

· Future work programme (including scheduled meeting of working parties and/or Rapporteur Groups)

12.
Formal approvals and deletions

· Approval and deletion of recommendations under WTSA-04 Resolution 1 (TAP) 

· Situation regarding Recommendations under WTSA-04 Recommendation A.8 (AAP) 

13.
Lead Study Group activities and report to TSAG

· Service definition, Numbering and Routing
· Telecommunication for Disaster Relief/Early Warning
· Other matters
14.
Other business

ANNEX 2
(to TSB collective-letter 3/2)

Timetable
ITU-T Study Group 2 Meeting
3-11 May 2006
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Note 1: Session devoted to finalise meeting report
ANNEX 3
(to TSB collective-letter 3/2)
Consultation on ENUM issues

At its 6-15 December 2005 meeting, ITU-T Study Group 2 noted (see 3.2.6 of COM 2 – R 5) the report of an ad hoc group which had discussed the matter of administrative control for ENUM.  The results of the ad hoc group discussions are contained in TD 136 Rev. 2 (GEN/2) and are reproduced below:

2.1
Discussion of ENUM issues

Syria introduced COM 2 – D 20.  The TSB Counsellor introduced TD 63 (WP1) and TD 64 (WP1).

1
It was stated that TD 64 (WP1) is not related to ENUM, it relates to IETF protocols.  The IANA registry would not be a registry for telephone numbers.

2
There was support for the Syrian proposals.

3
One country clarified that the Syrian proposal was specifically to point out the issues and to lay a basis for constructive discussions.

4
One country invited the Director of TSB to consult with relevant parties to explore solutions to the issues raised in COM 2 – D 20.

5
The UK reserved its position.

2.2
Summary regarding ENUM issues

There being no opposition, the Syrian proposals were accepted by consensus.

Further to that discussion, it appears appropriate to invite comments on the proposals made by Syria, which proposals are contained in COM 2 – D 20, reproduced below.  Comments should be sent to TSB no later than 23 April 2006, preferably in the form of contributions. 

Text of COM 2 – D 20
1.
Background

An Information Document submitted by the TSB to the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) contained some useful references to background information on ENUM and the Internet Domain Name System.  Those references are:

Domain Name System (DNS)


http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=sitems&lang=e&parent=S02-PP-INF-0006 


http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/com2/infodocs/001.html 


http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/com2/infodocs/012r1.html 


http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/com2/infodocs/023.html 

ENUM


http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/inr/enum/index.html 

It is assumed that readers of this contribution are familiar with the issues covered in the documents referenced above.

2.
Discussion

WTSA Resolution 49 on ENUM (originally proposed by the Arab States) notes that there are current unresolved issues concerning administrative control of the highest level Internet domain which will be used for ENUM, and instructs Study Group 2 to study how ITU could have administrative control over changes that could relate to the international telecommunication resources (including naming, numbering, addressing, and routing) used for ENUM.

In order to address this issue, it is important to understand what are the changes that could relate to the international telecommunication resources used for ENUM.  To begin with, we should agree what those resources are.  It is suggested that those resources are the E.164 geographic country codes that are entered into the Internet Domain Name System (DNS), for example “41” for Switzerland (see also ITU Plenipotentiary Resolution 133 of Marrakesh, 2002).

2.1
Issues related to “e164.arpa”

At present, the highest level Internet domain which is used for ENUM is “e164.arpa”.  All changes to the entries under “e164.arpa” are controlled by the organization to whom “e164.arpa” is delegated.

As can be seen from:


http://www.iana.org/arpa-dom/e164.htm 

the domain “e164.arpa” is delegated to:

Internet Architecture Board (IAB)
c/o IETF Secretariat
Corporation for National Research Initiatives (CNRI)
1895 Preston White Drive
Suite 100
Reston, Virginia 20191-5434

The IAB has no legal personality of its own, nor does the IETF.  So it would appear that the legal entity which can control changes to the entries under “e164.arpa” is the Corporation for National Research Initiatives (CNRI).

Therefore, it could not be said that ITU has administrative control over changes that could relate to the international telecommunication resources used for ENUM unless CNRI were willing and able to make a formal agreement with ITU, recognizing that ITU would have administrative control over all changes.

It should be noted that there is some question regarding whether or not CNRI will continue to act as the secretariat for IETF; there are ongoing discussions in IETF on that topic, see for example:


http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-malamud-consultant-report-01.txt 


http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-iasa-bcp-05.txt 


http://www.alvestrand.no/ietf/adminrest/plan.html 

The fact that the IAB has, at present, delegated control over the operation and administration of “e164.arpa” to RIPE NCC, and that RIPE NCC has undertaken, by exchange of letters, to recognize ITU’s administrative control, is clearly not sufficient, since IAB (and/or perhaps CNRI or its successor) could, at any time, change the delegation, that is, replace RIPE NCC by some other organization that might not recognize ITU’s role.

The fact that IETF RFC 3761 states that “IAB is to coordinate with ITU-T TSB if the technical contact for the domain e164.arpa is to change” is also clearly not sufficient, because (1) IETF has no legal personality, (2) IETF could change that RFC at any time and (3) “coordination” is not the same as “administrative control”.

2.2
Issues related to “.arpa”

But there are deeper problems.  The domain “arpa” is delegated to IANA, as can be seen from:


http://www.iana.org/root-whois/arpa.htm 

But IANA does not have an independent legal personality. also it is in fact an operating unit of ICANN.

As a consequence, ICANN could change the entity to whom “e164.arpa” is delegated and this could result in loss of ITU’s administrative control.

It might be argued that IANA/ICANN would not make any changes unless instructed to do so by IAB, but it should be noted that IANA/ICANN does not, according to IAB itself, always follow instructions from IAB.  See:


http://www.iab.org/documents/correspondence/2004-09-27-iana-concerns.html 

So it is at least conceivable that IANA/ICANN may make changes without being instructed to do so by IAB.

This issue could be solved if ICANN will make a formal agreement with ITU, recognizing that ITU has the administrative control over changes that could relate to the international telecommunication resources used for ENUM.

2.3
Issues related to root server entries

The final problem is more serious.  ICANN cannot, on its own, make changes in the root server system.  ICANN proposes changes, which are approved by the United States Department of Commerce (DoC).  Once the change is approved, DoC transmits it to Verisign, who implements the change in what is commonly called the “hidden root server” (located within the United States and under US jurisdiction).  The change is then automatically propagated to all other root servers around the world.

Thus, DoC could change the entity to whom “arpa” is delegated, and this could result in loss of ITU’s administrative control.

A possible solution could be a formal bilateral agreement between the USA, a Sovereign State, and the ITU.

It might be possible also to envisage a formal agreement between ITU Member States which could address the issue of administrative control over changes to the delegation of “arpa” that could relate to the international telecommunication resources used for ENUM.  Conceivably, such a formal agreement could take the form of a Memorandum of Understanding and, conceivably, the Secretary-General of ITU acting as depositary for such a Memorandum of Understanding under the terms of Plenipotentiary Resolution 100 and the related Council decisions.

Alternatively, it might be possible to envisage a formal agreement between Verisign (as a subcontractor of ITU, and at no cost) and ITU regarding administrative control over changes to the delegation of “arpa” that could relate to the international telecommunication resources used for ENUM.

Indeed, such an arrangement is consistent with the further invites of WTSA Resolution 49, which invites Member States to take appropriate steps within their national legal frameworks to ensure proper implementation of the Resolution. 

3.
Conclusion

The purpose of this contribution is to point out the issues and to lay a basis for constructive discussions that would lead to mutually agreed solutions.


ANNEX 4

(to TSB Collective-letter 3/2)

	This confirmation form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


SG/WP meeting -------------------------------------   from    -------------------------  to ----------------------- in Geneva

Confirmation of the reservation made on ---------------------------------   to hotel   -------------------------------------
at ITU preferential tariff 
------------ single/double room           from (day) ---------------  time of arrival  -------------  to (day) ----------------

Name                -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         validity        ---------------------------------------------------

Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------

ANNEX 5
(to TSB Collective-letter 3/2)
	ITU-TSB
	Study Group 2 Meeting
(Geneva, 3-11 May 2006)
	

	

	REGISTRATION  FORM

	To be returned to TSB (Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / tsbreg@itu.int ) by 3 April 2006

	

	
	
	
	
	Plen
	WP1
	WP2

	I participate in :
	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	
_______________________________________________
Country

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Administration of Member State*

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other

	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	Fax: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	E-mail: __________________________________________

	

	

	*For delegates of Member States: Function at the meeting
	
	Hotel/Address in Geneva

	
	
	Hotel: __________________________________________

	(C)        FORMCHECKBOX 
      Head of delegation
	
	Address: ________________________________________

	(CA)     FORMCHECKBOX 
      Deputy Head
	
	___________________________________________

	(D)        FORMCHECKBOX 
      Delegate
	
	Tel: ____________________________________________

	
	
	

	

	Important Note:
Paper copy of meeting documents, as well as interpretation, will be provided only upon request.


I need paper copies for Delayed Contributions:

 FORMCHECKBOX 


I need paper copies for Temporary Documents:

 FORMCHECKBOX 


I need interpretation in :  English    Arabic    Chinese    Spanish   French   Russian 


	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________


	For TSB Secretariat use only

	
	Pigeon-hole

	
	


	Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
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