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The Terms of Reference, as published in Annex 2 of TSB Circular 146, are reproduced below.
Scope of the activities of the Expert Group:
The scope of the review is the existing provisions of the ITRs.  Accordingly, the review should not consider new and emerging issues that might warrant treaty-level provisions. 
Rules of Procedure of the Expert Group:
1. the leadership of the expert group formed to review the existing ITRs should be agreed upon and decided by the membership;

2. the expert group should take into consideration, to the extent practicable and as appropriate, all the relevant materials available within the ITU from previous studies of the ITRs, in order to avoid any duplication and ensure efficiency;

3. contributions from the ITU membership should drive debate and discussion of the topic; 
4. regional representation in the leadership should be ensured; 

5. participation must be open to the ITU membership; views of the SG3 regional tariff groups should also be encouraged;

6. the expert group will operate according to ITU-T working methods and procedures;

7. the expert group should, to the extent possible, meet in conjunction with (before or after) SG2 and/or SG3 meetings;

8. Once the group is established, an E-Mail reflector to facilitate communication among the participants between meetings should be established.

Terms of Reference of the Expert Group:

1. to identify any duplication between the ITU Constitution or Convention and the ITRs;

2. to identify which of the provisions of the ITRs most appropriately reside in treaty-level instruments or ITU-T Recommendations;

3. to identify any operational provisions in the ITRs that could be adequately reflected in ITU-T Recommendations, and advising on whether they might be removed from the ITRs; 
4.  to identify whether the text of any of the existing provisions of the ITRs should be changed or suppressed, in particular obsolete provisions, taking into account any changes in international telecommunications since 1990;
5. the review may include the identification, to the extent practicable, of how the ITRs are currently used by Member States or Sector Members (for example, which provisions countries and operators rely on for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of international traffic, timely payments, service provision); 

6. to prepare reports for the TSB Director to provide for submission to Council: an interim report in time for consideration by Council 2008, and a final report in time for consideration by Council 2009;

7. if, in the course of the review of the current ITRs, topics are identified which are emerging telecommunication issues not currently covered in the ITRs, the Chairman, on her or his own initiative may compile a list of such topics.  This list could be forwarded to the Director of the TSB for any possible follow up action;

8. to liaise as appropriate with ITU-R and ITU-D, including ITU-R study groups and ITU-D programs and initiatives, pursuant to Plenipotentiary Resolution 146.
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