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Geneva, 7 April 2006
	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 6/TAS


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	-
To the members of the Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)


	Subject:
	Meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group) and Seminar on tariff issues
Tokyo, Japan, 16-19 May 2006


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
During the last meeting of the TAS Group held in Cyberjaya, Malaysia, in May 2005, the TAS Group agreed that the next meeting should be scheduled for spring 2006, and Study Group 3 endorsed this proposal at its meeting in September 2005. I am now pleased to inform you that the TAS Group is to meet from 16 to 19 May 2006 inclusive, at the kind invitation of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications of Japan. The meeting will take place in Tokyo and will be preceded by a Seminar of three sessions (from Tuesday 16 May to the morning of Wednesday 17 May) focusing on tariff issues and country case studies.

2
The seminar, organised with the cooperation of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), will commence at 09:30 hours on 16 May 2006. The meeting of the TAS Group will commence on the following day as soon as the seminar finishes and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with § 2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Florianópolis, 2004). The registration of delegates will take place in the morning of 16 May 2006 at the meeting venue as from 08:30 hours.

3
In agreement with the Chairman of the TAS Group, the seminar and the meeting will be conducted in English without interpretation.

4
The draft agenda of the TAS Group meeting, as prepared by the Chairman of the TAS Group, may be found in Annex 1 hereto. 

5
As it will be seen from the agenda, the purpose of the meeting will be to analyze the results of the cost study realized in the TAS region and to study how this cost study can be reflected in the accounting rates negotiation. The TAS Group should also give consideration to the new study items identified during the last TAS meeting. In preparation for the meeting hereby convened, reference should be made to Report TAS-R 1 (October, 2005). Administrations and recognized operating agencies are invited to submit contributions and also to respond to TSB Collective letters 4/TAS and 5/TAS of  December 2005 concerning the inquiry on the results of the cost study for inward IDD services in direct and transit relations, and the Questionnaire on the movement of accounting rates (Both Questionnaires are available online at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/othergroups/tas/tas-eform1.html ).

6
You will shortly be receiving a letter of invitation from BDT for the Regional Seminar to be held just before the TAS Group meeting.  The letter will contain practical information provided by the host organization on hotel reservation, arrival arrangements, administrative formalities, etc., together with a registration form for both meetings.

7
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004) contributions to the work of the Study Group shall be submitted to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).


Contributions which cannot reach TSB by 5 May 2006 must be sent directly to the host organisation at the address given hereunder, with a copy to TSB. Such delayed contributions must be in English and reach the host organisation at least seven working days before the meeting.

With a view to settling any questions which might arise concerning contributions, the name, the fax and telephone numbers and the e-mail address of the person to be contacted should be indicated on contributions.  Accordingly, please give those details on the cover page of all documents.

Address for sending delayed contributions:

Ms. Kazuko MARUYAMA
International Organizations Office
International Affairs Department
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications
1-2 Kasumigaseki 2-chome
Chiyoda-ku
TOKYO 100-8926
Tel: 
+81 3 5253 5922
Fax: 
+81 3 5253 5925
Email: k-maruyama@soumu.go.jp 
It is important to note that participants should enquire in advance whether they need a visa for Japan and apply to the Consulate or Embassy of Japan in their respective country.
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 6/TAS)

Draft Agenda

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Approval of the agenda

3. Available documents

4. Review of TAS and ITU activities

5. Results of the cost study for inward IDD services

6. Results of the TAS questionnaire

7. TAS cost model enhancements (LRIC)
8. Traffic declarations and settlement procedures

9. Accounting rates issues:

9.1 Mobile termination charge

9.2 Shortening of the settlement period and establishment of a dispute resolution procedure

9.3 Discussion on network externalities
9.4 Settlement of mobile data communication including SMS

10. IP Telephony

11. International Internet Connectivity

12. Future work programme

13. Other business

14. Next meeting

____________________
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