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Geneva, 13 December 2004

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 2/TAS


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	-
To the members of the Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)


	Subject:
	Inquiry on the results of the cost study for inward IDD services in direct and transit relations


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Among the items in the programme of Study Group 3 is Question 3/3 (Regional costing studies for the development of cost models together with related economic and policy issues), which is to be dealt with on a regional tariff basis by the various Regional Tariff Groups.

2
At its meeting held in Amman in 2004, the TAS Group agreed to continue to ask the administrations for information on the final results of their cost study based on the TAS cost model.

3
The cost studies for inward IDD services have been carried out since 1995. The Questionnaire used for those initial costs studies has been readapted to avoid misunderstandings. This new Questionnaire is intended to collect the results of the above-mentioned cost study from each Administration or Recognized Operating Agency of the region.

4
An Excel File containing the Pro-forma TAS Group cost model can be retrieved from the TAS Group home page at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/tas/index.html

5
Because the information requested contains confidential data, the TAS Group has decided to request from each Administration or Recognized Operating Agency of the region the minimum information necessary in an aggregated format (see Questionnaire in Annex 1).

6
I would draw your attention to the fact that the data to be furnished in reply to the questions should relate to the reference year 2004.

7
Replies to the Questionnaire alone should reach the TSB no later than 21 February 2005.

8
It should be clearly understood that all replies received will be treated as strictly confidential by TSB and by the members of the TAS Group when they are examined at the next meeting of TAS Group, scheduled in April 2005 and solely opened to representatives of the Administrations and Recognized Operating Agencies of the Region.

9
Although aware of the additional administrative burden involved in preparing the replies, the TAS Group has emphasized that it is extremely desirable for the largest possible number of Administrations and recognized operating agencies to reply to the Questionnaire, so that the results of the study may be statistically significant and may be regarded as representative of the Region.

10
If, despite the explanations given in the cost model, you have any difficulty in interpreting the model, you may contact the TSB in writing (tsbsg3@itu.int), or the Chairman of the TAS Group, whose name and address are given in Report TAS-R 4.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 2/TAS)
Questionnaire on costs for inward IDD service in 
direct and transit relations and current inpayment rate

	Relations
	Number of direct relations
	Average cost orientated inpayment rate requested
(SDR)
	Unbundled 
inpayment rate (SDR)
	Current average inpayment rate being received (SDR)

	Direct

	
	
	Int’l transm. =
Int’l switch =
National ext. =
	

	Transit

	
	
	Int’l transm. =
Int’l switch =
National ext. =
Half transit providers charge =
	


Note - 
Conversion: 
3.061 GF = 1 SDR 



Averages are straight averages and not weighted; example:

If 5 countries with cost rates




Actual current Inpayment as at 1 January 2005
of 0.25, 0.29, 0.26, 0.22 and




0.27, 0.29, 0.28, 0.32,
0.31 then average is 0.2666 SDR.



0.36 then average is 0.304 SDR.


___________________
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