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Geneva, 1 December 2006
	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 5/TAL


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int 
	-
To the members of the Regional Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group)


	Subject:
	Questionnaire on the movement 
of accounting rates


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In order to monitor the tariff situation in the TAL region, eight studies have been carried out since 1998. At its meeting in Rio de Janeiro from 4 to 5 May 2006, the TAL Group unanimously recognized that monitoring the situation of accounting rates in the Region would be useful for the harmonious implementation of cost orientated accounting rates in this Region. 

2
The questionnaire developed by the TAL Group to collect the necessary information is attached to this collective letter. 

3
The duly completed questionnaire should be returned to TSB not later than 
30 January 2007 at the following address:

The Director
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB)
Place des Nations
1211 GENEVA 20
Switzerland
Fax: +41 22 730 5853
Email: tsbsg3@itu.int
4
Although I am aware of the additional administrative workload that the preparation of replies entails for every Administration and Recognized Operating Agency, I wish to stress how desirable it is for as many of them as possible to reply to the questionnaire, so that the results of the study are statistically significant and may be regarded as representative of the Region.

5
It is fully understood that all replies received will be treated as strictly confidential by TSB, which will analyze and consolidate them. The results in an aggregated format will be published as a contribution without any confidential information. It will be discussed at the next TAL Group meeting, which will take place in la Havana, Cuba at the end of February 2007. 

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 5/TAL)

Please fill out this table and return it to:

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

Administration/country: 
------------------------------------
Place des Nations

Name of official in charge: ---------------------------------
CH-1211 GENEVA 20

Tel:
----------------------------------
Fax: +41 22 730 5853

Fax:
----------------------------------
E-mail: tsbsg3@itu.int

E-mail: 
----------------------------------

Reply to the questionnaire on collection charges and accounting rates

For 2005 (tariffs as of end 2005)

	
	Average outgoing settlement rate*
	Incoming traffic (min.)
	Outgoing traffic (min.)
	Average weighted rate of 
the collection rate* 
(3 minutes/US$)

	With TAL region countries
	
	
	
	

	With countries outside the TAL region
	
	
	
	


For 2006 (tariffs as of end 2006)

	
	Average outgoing settlement rate*
	Incoming traffic (min.)
	Outgoing traffic (min.)
	Average weighted rate of 
the collection rate* 
(3 minutes/US$)

	With TAL region countries
	
	
	
	

	With countries outside the TAL region
	
	
	
	


*Weighted must be based on traffic

Please also indicate the estimated proportion of traffic using an accounting rate system: ____________ % of the total traffic uses an accounting rate system.

* Definitions: 
Outgoing settlement rate: It is the agreed rate between yourself and the destination operator for terminating your outgoing traffic (If the 
accounting rate is used, then it is the accounting rate share we require in the table).


Collection charge: It is the charge established and collected by an Administration from its customers for the use of an international 
telecommunication service.
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ANNEX 2
(to TSB Collective letter 5/TAL)

For 2005 (tariffs as of end 2005)

	
	Average Interconnection rate*
(minute/US$)

	Mobile – Mobile
	

	Fixed – Mobile
	

	Mobile – Fixed
	

	Fixed - Fixed
	


For 2006 (tariffs as of end 2006)

	
	Average Interconnection rate*
(minute/US$)

	Mobile – Mobile
	

	Fixed – Mobile
	

	Mobile – Fixed
	

	Fixed - Fixed
	


Please indicate the mobile charging system used in your country:

· we use the Receiving Party Pays system: 
(
· we use the Calling Party Pays system: 

(
* Definition: Interconnection rate: rate agreed between operators to exchange traffic from one network to another.
________________
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