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The ITU-T Focus Group on IPTV (FG IPTV) wishes to thank the Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB) Project, in particular the DVB TM-IPI group, on your continuous information and support on Application Layer FEC in DVB-IPI. 

WG2 of ITU-T FG IPTV is currently drafting an output document on application layer error recovery mechanisms (formerly known as application layer reliability solutions). The group also carefully reviewed your liaison transmittals regarding DVB Application Layer FEC namely the blue books DVB A086rev4 “Transport of MPEG 2 Transport Stream (TS) Based DVB Services over IP Based Networks (DVB-IPTV Phase 1.3 - Draft TS 102 034 1.3.1)”, specifically Annex E, and DVB A115 “Blue Book on AL-FEC Evaluations”. 

Similar to ATIS-IIF, the ITU-T FG IPTV has as one of its objectives, the mandate to review existing standards work and to adopt/reference them where applicable to avoid conflicting specifications and to foster industry harmonization. In accordance with that mandate, the ITU-T FG on IPTV has decided to accept an application layer error recovery mechanism based on FEC (DVB-IP AL-FEC mechanism also referred to as the SMPTE/Raptor Hybrid approach described in DVB A086rev4) and we are continuing the study of application layer error recovery mechanisms based on retransmission.
However, as DVB is not among the organizations qualified for including references in ITU-T Recommendations under Rec. A.5 Procedures, the reference to the above mentioned Blue Book is formally not possible until ETSI publishes the DVB Blue Book. Therefore, we would like to make you aware that for the time being, a copy and paste of the DVB mechanism has been added to the draft output document (FG IPTV-DOC-0120) on application layer error recovery mechanisms based on a company contribution. We hope that we can remove this text from our output document and replace it with a reference to the ETSI document as soon as ETSI has published the DVB Blue Book, in order to avoid duplicated specification text.

Based on this background, WG2 of ITU-T FG IPTV would be grateful if you can inform us

· whether ETSI publication of the DVB A083rev4 has already occurred, or when you expect this to happen,

· on any updates, new information or further usage guidelines with respect to this specification, if available.

Furthermore, it was brought to the attention of WG2 of ITU-T FG IPTV that DVB has ongoing work on two other subjects in the area of application layer error recovery mechanisms, namely on retransmission and on content download services. To foster industry harmonization, the ITU-T FG IPTV WG2 would like to collaborate with DVB, and information on these two subjects, in particular the scope of the work, status of the work, and schedule, would be greatly appreciated.
FG IPTV would also like to remind you that all its documents (Inputs, Outputs, Reports and Liaison Statements) are publicly available.  

Our recent meeting produced a number of output documents which may be of interest to your members. All FG IPTV documents can be obtained from 

http://www.itu.int/md/T05-FG.IPTV-070723/sum/en
FG IPTV is looking forward to our continuing cooperation with the DVB Project on topics of mutual interest. 

The next meeting of FG IPTV will be held from 15 to 19 October 2007 in Tokyo, Japan. 
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