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SG 16 thanks the Focus Group on IPTV for your LS entitled “LS on collaboration on the activity for IPTV end systems and middleware” (our TD 313/GEN-16, your FG IPTV-OL-0049).

SG16 WP3 reviewed FG IPTV-DOC-0095 “WG6 Working Document” and FG IPTV-DOC-0113 “WG6 Living List” which updated FG IPTV-DOC-0070 and FG IPTV-DOC-00081.

The group reviewed the audio coding topics in the WG6 living lists document and suggest updating the list of potential audio codec list in living list#1 to include all the ITU-T wideband and superwideband audio and speech codecs.

ITU-T standardized the following wideband codecs (16 kHz sampling frequency, bandwidth of [50-7000 Hz]):

· G.722 – 7 kHz audio-coding within 64kbit/s

· G.722.1 – Coding at 24 and 32 kbit/s for hands-free operation in systems with low frame loss

· G.722.2 – Wideband coding of speech at around 16 kbit/s using adaptive multi-rate wideband (AMR-WB)

· G.729.1 – 8-32 kbit/s scalable wideband coder bitstream interoperate with G.729.

ITU-T standardized one superwideband codec (32 kHz sampling frequency, bandwidth of [50‑14000 Hz]):

· G.722.1 Annex C – Superwideband extension at 24, 32 and 48 kbit/s

SG 16 WP3 would also like to inform the Focus Group on IPTV that it is working on new wideband, superwideband and fullband (48 kHz sampling frequency, bandwidth of [20-20000 Hz]) codecs. The work includes:

· EV-VBR – variable bit rate codec starting with a NB/WB codec and going to superwideband stereo codec.

· G.711 wideband extension

· G.722.1 fullband extension.

· G.729.1 superwideband extension.

The two documents referenced in your liaison statement (FG IPTV-OL-0049) do not mention any specific audio or speech coding requirements. SG 16 WP3 experts are wondering whether there are other requirements apart from support of stereo and 5.1 modes?

As lead Study Group for Multimedia Systems and Terminals, SG 16 is home to many speech and audio coding experts, particularly in the Media Coding Working Party (WP 3/16). We believe that this Working Party would make an excellent home for the ongoing work on media coding for IPTV once the Focus Group has completed its work and reported back to SG 13 later in the year.
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