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ITU-T SG9 is pleased to inform you that, at the October 2006 SG9 meeting in Tokyo, we have approved for AAP consent three draft new Recommendations on next generation set top box architecture; J.290 (J.stb-core-a), J.291 (J.stb-cable-a) and J.292 (J.stb-mi-a). The outline of each Recommendation is described below. We will inform you about any further progress related to these Recommendations.
Draft New Recommendation J.290 (J.stb-core-a):

This document describes a core architecture functionality of next-generation STB that operators and equipment vendors MAY elect to follow in making network and product investment decisions.  This architecture defines a cost-efficient platform with capacity and flexibility to support growth of on-demand video, high definition digital TV, managed in-home networks connecting a wide range of consumer-provided devices, and future IP multimedia services including IP voice, video telephony, and multiplayer gaming.  The goal of this Recommendation is to provide core functionalities and can serve as foundations for network specific environments. It SHOULD be noted that home networking portion of this architecture is based upon J.190. In actual implementation of NG-STB-A functionalities, this Recommendation MUST be used with either J.292 (J.stb-mi-a) or J.291 (J.stb-cable-a) Recommendation based on access network availability.
Draft New Recommendation J.291 (J.stb-cable-a):

This document describes the cable network architecture component of the next-generation STB.  When combined with companion Recommendation J.290 (J.stb-core-a) and J.292 (J.stb-mi-a), the architecture defines a cost-efficient platform with capacity and flexibility to support growth of on-demand video, high definition digital TV, managed in-home networks connecting a wide range of consumer-provided devices, and future IP multimedia services including IP voice, video telephony, and multiplayer gaming.  In actual implementation of NG-STB-A functionalities, the Recommendation MUST be used with J.290 (J.stb-core-a) Recommendation.
Draft New Recommendation J.292 (J.stb-mi-a):

This document describes core architecture of a next generation STB that is not dependent on the transport media.  Operators and equipment vendors MAY elect to follow in making network and product investment decisions.  This architecture specifically defines network resource adaptability, secure two-way authenticated communication and session resource management and QoS-control mechanism over full-IP environments.  This architecture is applicable to supporting the growth of on-demand video, high definition digital TV, managed in-home networks connecting a wide range of consumer-provided devices, and IP multimedia services including IP voice, video telephony, and multiplayer gaming.  The goal of this Recommendation is to provide core functionalities for next generation STB regardless of the transport media.  In actual implementation of NG-STB-A functionalities, the Recommendation MUST be used with J.290 (J.stb-core-a) Recommendation. This Recommendation contains some technical solutions as examples to help reader’s understanding, not for the specification for the media independent STB. 
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