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1 Introduction
This contribution gives a clarification on 3rd Party Application Gateway Function and 3rd party application for discussion.
2 Discussion
During the last 5th Geneva meeting, solid progresses were made on IPTV architecture. 3rd party application gateway function was developed in section 8.3.4 as the italic texts below:
3rd party application is an application invokes application interfaces to make use of IPTV functionality. The open interface is intended to stimulate the development of a new innovative IPTV service by the 3rd party service provider who does not operate the network components required for IPTV functionality. 

The description is fine in principle, while it limits the 3rd party application to be a new innovative IPTV service. However, there are a lot of 3rd party service providers; they may provide a wide range of IPTV service from value added services to legacy IPTV services. The IPTV architecture should provide the capability to support all of these services, not part of them, to achieve maximal flexibility. 
As for 3rd party application gateway function, when two sides of it, i.e. IPTV service control function and 3rd party application, use different protocols, it acts as a protocol adapter to perform protocol translation between the protocol used in IPTV service control function and that used in 3rd party application, e.g. between SIP and RTSP. 

3 Proposal
It is proposed to clarify the description of 3rd party application and 3rd party application gateway function as follows; modification can be tracked by marks:

3rd party application is an application invokes application interfaces to make use of IPTV functionality. The open interface is intended to stimulate the development of 3rd party services, such as new innovative IPTV services, IPTV services provided by legacy IPTV system, by the 3rd party service provider who does not operate the network components required for IPTV functionality.
3rd Party Application Gateway Function exposes a highly abstracted application interface to 3rd party application. This function provides a secure open interface for the 3rd party applications to utilise the IPTV capabilities and resources. The following are the possible candidates for the application interface,

· Policy control 
· Accessing user profile 
· Fetching and notification of IPTV presence information (e.g., the requested service status, channel currently accessed, content currently accessed) 

· Handling media flow control 

· Fetching and notifying the status of a media stream 

· Acting as a Protocol adapter to perform protocol translation between IPTV service control function and 3rd party application. For example translate between SIP and RTSP protocol for an IMS UE to enjoy the legacy IPTV services.
_______________






	Contact:
	Will

Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd.
P.R.China

Yan Jun

Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd.
P.R.China
	Tel:
+86-29-87674145

Fax:
+86-29-87674151

Email
lijincheng@huawei.com 
Tel:
+86-755-28788215

Fax:
+86-755-28788199

Email
yan_jun@huawei.com

	

	Attention: This is a document submitted to the work of ITU-T and is intended for use by the participants to the activities of ITU-T's Focus Group on IPTV, and their respective staff and collaborators in their ITU-related work.  It is made publicly available for information purposes but shall not be redistributed without the prior written consent of ITU.  Copyright on this document is owned by the author, unless otherwise mentioned.  This document is not an ITU-T Recommendation, an ITU publication, or part thereof.



