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Abstract: this contribution provides comments and changes to Clauses #7 and #8 of FG.IPTV-DOC-0084 ("IPTV architecture"). 
Comment N°1/Clause #7: Introductory part above Figure 7-1
It is proposed to modify the text as follows in order to align with the terminology used in this document:
"The Functional Architectural Overview for IPTV shows the principal functional groups for IPTV. These functional groups provide a more detailed breakdown of the IPTV functional domains that are defined in Clause 5. The functional domains of Content Provider and End-User remain the same. The functional domains of Service Provider and Network provider are not used in the architecture as the commercial and operational boundaries that this implies are not appropriate to an architectural decomposition. The functional groups in the architecture are derived by grouping related functions, how these functional groups are allocated across operational and organisational boundaries will vary between implementations."
Comment N°2/ Figure 7-1: End User functions
Text in Clause #7 provides details on the "IPTV Terminal functions" and the "End-user Network functions". Since these two parts are not depicted in Figure 7-1 but in Figure 8-1, it is suggested to move this material in the appropriate clause (Clause #8) and provide only a high level description in Clause #7.
Comment N°3/Clause #7: Service control functions
"For example, it could request the Content Delivery Functions to allocate media server capacity and request the Network Transport Functions to reserve Network bandwidth for the media Stream."
What is the meaning of "media server"? Media server is often used in Annex A. If to be kept, a clear definition should be provided. To which functional group does it relate? Content Delivery & Storage function? 
Comment N°4/Clause #7: Content distribution function
Currently, clause #7 does not mention clearly which functional group is in charge of Content distribution from Content preparation to "Delivery servers" functions located in the Content Delivery functions. This should be clarified.  
Comment N°5/Figure 8-1: About mentioning Protocol aspects 
Figure 8-1 mentions protocols to be used between functional groups (in particular involving the End-User functions). This is somewhat confusing: 
1)
What is the meaning of "Transaction protocol"?  
2)
We see also "Delivery Protocols" meaning multiple protocols on the same link without any further explanations to the reader. 
More generally, since figure 8-1 is intended to describe a High level architecture, it would be preferable not to refer to Protocol matters in this figure but rather speak in terms of "information flows". This information could be mentioned in figures 8-2, 8-3 and 8-4 which are related to specific solutions and when there is a good a priori knowledge of the protocols that are going to be used (as it is the case for the NGN IMS solution).
Comment N°6/Figure 8-1: Home network functions
Since there may be confusion with "Home network" as being used in the context of mobility/roaming situations (e.g. as per Y.2091), it is suggested to use "End-User network functions" instead of "Home network functions" within Figures 8-1 and the subsequent ones.
Comment N°7/Clause #8.1.2.3: Content preparation function
The second sentence is rather confusing since this is a description of an action performed outside the Content preparation function: "First the content is acquired and is then managed (e.g. encrypted, etc…) before being delivered to the Content Preparation functions."  
Either there is a Content acquisition/management function missing in the architecture or this function is covered by the Content preparation function itself (meaning the sentence above has to be modified).
Comment N°8/Annex A (currently): Content delivery and storage function
From what is understood from Figure 8-1, the Content delivery & Storage function should be split in two different functional groups:
N°1) the functions handling the Media flows delivery to the end-user (in relation with Network transport functions)
N°2) the control functions for handling the interaction with the end-user (such as handling of VCR commands) as well as controlling the Media related functions described in item 1 above. 
An additional link would be of course required between these two functions. 
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