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1. Introduction
        There appears many terms such as EPG,IPG,SEG, IMG,BCG,Enhanced EPG and navigation etc.in many IPTV contributions. Electronic Program Guide (EPG) [J.200]: A Program table that is presented electronically. So,what’s the meaning of the “Program”?And what  “A Program table” stands for?What the relationship between the “table” and the “page”? What’s the difference between the concept between “Guide” and “Navigation”?
This document will try to answer these questions and give some proposals in order to push the work further.
 From the point of traditionally TV,”Program” is corresponding to channel and it’s content. We watch TV and control it by remote controller. In order to watch a great deal of programs and contents in DTV era, EPG and other xxGs are presented to users for the convenient of selection and controlling. But as more and more services and applications, especially Internet application are consumed through TV,it is necessary to enlarge some concept or terms from TV in order to include all the service and applications based on IP network.
  Based on the knowledge, “A Program table” is the list of programs,and this list  displays as a “page”. So we call an EPG a  (navigation)page.EPG and “Page” are all exhibition interface.There appears “Enhanced EPG, Channel and Menu Processing” in DOC-0083e,but nobody defines what is “Enhanced EPG”.I think the “Enhanced EPG” is not only including DVB&iTV EPG,but also includes WEB-based pages. Traditional EPG realize programs’ Guide and navigation,also,Page fulfil service’s list and navigation.So,it is proposed to call service navigation, and we only need to provide a unified service navigation system in IPTV.
2. Proposal
      We give the following proposals and suggest to add them into the DOC-0098e as clause 5.3
 1. It is proposed to use the concept “Page” refer to the EPG and the WEB page,and regard EPG as a specific page.Use the “Navigation” instead of “Guide”.

 2. It is proposed to use a unified nomenclature to replace presently all guide system.Use the IPTV service navigation replacing the EPG(xxGs) and WEB browsing. Because they are all based on XML mechanism,so it is feasible and necessary.
 3. Each kind of IPTV services(such as Advertising services,Tele-services,Interactive services, Presence services from DOC-0085e) and programs(such as BTV,VoD,TVoD,Music,etc.) are regarded as extended channels(see figure 1).When press on such an extended channel,a page is presented.When the extended channels are BTV,VoD,Music and TVoD,we could further to sub-divide as a sub-channels(see figure 2,3).When press on one of Advertising services,Tele-services,Interactive services, Presence services,etc. a page is presented.As to each of these pages,it displays many of services and application on it(see figure 4). So,some people call it a portal(like “Data portal” from DOC-0085e).Whatever it is ,it’s a page at first, and a No. is used to code it. Because they are open/exit by remote controller.
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                    Figure 1  Only/Unified IPTV Portal and extended channels
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                          Figure 2  BTV page(extended channel 1)
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                                  Figure 3  VoD page(extended channel 2)
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                                Figure 4  Interactive Services page(extended channel 7)
4. It is proposed to define one and only No. for every extended channel and sub-channel according to states and operators, similar as No. of telephones.
 5. It is proposed a  only/unified Portal for IPTV,all other so-called “portals” are corresponding to some kind of extended channel(see figure 1).

_________________
	Contact:
	Menghua Tao
China Netcom Group
China
	Tel:
86-10-67838293
Fax:
86-10-67878596
Email
taomenghua@cnc-labs.com 

	Contact
	Hongqi Liu

China Netcom Group

China
	Tel:       86-10-67838048

Fax:      86-10-67878596

Email:   liuhongqi@cnc-labs.com 

	

	Attention: This is a document submitted to the work of ITU-T and is intended for use by the participants to the activities of ITU-T's Focus Group on IPTV, and their respective staff and collaborators in their ITU-related work.  It is made publicly available for information purposes but shall not be redistributed without the prior written consent of ITU.  Copyright on this document is owned by the author, unless otherwise mentioned.  This document is not an ITU-T Recommendation, an ITU publication, or part thereof.



_1245047428.vsd

_1245247652.vsd

_1244898396.vsd

_1245047325.vsd

