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Summary
IPTV, especially, middleware system for IPTV have various kinds of business opportunity, and many relative companies on IPTV middleware gaze steadily for the progress of working document for IPTV Middleware, Application and Content Platforms. This contribution proposes the fast progress in fields of middleware, EPG and metadata for working document for “IPTV Middleware, Application and Content Platforms” in WG6.
Discussion
WG6 of FG IPTV has responsibility for the Middleware, Application and Content Platforms for IPTV, and during the last three meetings of FG IPTV, many contributions are submitted so far in fields of Metadata, Middleware, and EPG like following table.
	Meeting
No.
	Fields
	Document
No.
	Title of Contributions

	3rd
	Metadata
	C406
	Metadata requirements

	3rd
	Metadata
	C387
	Metadata for multi-components contents like Photo Album

	3rd
	Middleware
	C377
	Proposal on modifying definition of middleware

	3rd
	Metadata
	C376
	Proposal on Metadata Sets for typical IPTV Services and Metadata encoding

	3rd
	Middleware
	C373
	Proposal on functionality and classification of Terminal Middleware APIs

	3rd
	Middleware
	C353
	Discussion Items for IPTV Middleware Related Requirements

	3rd
	EPG
	C300
	On IPTV Content Guide Service(EPG, BCG, etc) Requirements - Content Preview Service

	3rd
	Middleware
	C273
	Functionality and Classification of IPTV Terminal Middleware API

	3rd
	Middleware
	C272
	Basic Requirement of IPTV Middleware

	3rd
	Middleware
	C271
	Document Structure of IPTV Middleware

	3rd
	Middleware
	C270
	Definition for IPTV Middleware in Working Document FG IPTV-DOC-0051

	3rd
	EPG
	C422
	Requirements for EPG in web environment

	3rd
	EPG
	C385
	Requirement for EPG metadata delivery

	3rd
	Middleware
	C379
	Proposal on Requirement of Middleware

	3rd
	Metadata
	C367
	EPG Metadata Architecture for Fast EPG Launching Time Support

	3rd
	Metadata
	C366
	Suggested changes to IPTV Services Requirements: metadata and home networking

	3rd
	Middleware
	C296
	Proposal on IPTV system middleware architecture and it's functional requirements

	2nd
	Middleware
	C255
	IPTV Middleware and Architecture Requirements List

	2nd
	Middleware
	C248
	Requirement of IPTV Terminal Middleware Core Module

	2nd
	Middleware
	C237
	Consideration about middleware for IPTV services

	2nd
	Middleware
	C226
	IPTV middleware Architecture to support data broadcast services based on ACAP, OCAP and MHP

	2nd
	Metadata
	C214
	Primary Set of IPTV Services, Requirements and Outline of Metadata Specification

	2nd
	EPG
	C163
	The load balance requirement for EPG function

	2nd
	Metadata
	C129
	Service and content navigation system metadata proposal

	1st
	Middleware
	C96
	A Proposal for the discussion items regarding Middleware and Applications

	1st
	EPG
	C89
	EPG system architecture and it’s requirements

	1st
	Metadata
	C75
	Requirements on Metadata for IPTV Services

	1st
	Middleware
	C72
	Requirement for IPTV Terminal Middleware Architecture


And, the document of FG IPTV-C-0353(Discussion Items for IPTV Middleware Related Requirements) [2] already categorized items as EPG, Metadata, and Middleware that are the items for discussion in WG6 of FG IPTV.
But, current Working Document [1] for IPTV Middleware, Application and Content Platforms mentioned content provisioning. The section for Middleware and Metadata has only the skeleton, and all the discussion is in living list [3].

In a view point of contributor, it seems like that the most issues of contributions are pending or open items so that it should be clarified to add in the working document. In addition, because the most of issues for middleware, metadata, and EPG are pending in living list, most of person who are interest of WG6 activities, then didn’t participate meeting, run about in confusion.

For more contributions and participations of WG6, the issues for metadata, middleware, and EPG should be clarified and reflected to working document first. And, for reducing the confusion, the working document should be progressed urgently within term of FG IPTV.
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