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1. Backgrounds

In the user’s point of view, EPG will looks like a portal through which IPTV service can be accessed. Appearances and functionalities of EPG is the key to make IPTV service successful. To allow user to interact with service more actively, the web-based EPG is more suitable for this purpose. This contribution deals with some requirements on web-based EPG with regard to user convenience and considers each requirement in terms of following aspects.

User-customized contents list

In IPTV environment, it might be hard to trace and remember all the source’s locations due to a huge number of contents. So there should be some way for user to store and manage their favourite contents list which may contain the location information of contents.

Navigation efficiency

Another thing to consider in EPG is navigation efficiency. Because there are so many contents in IPTV, the time taken by navigation among these items should be short enough.

Appearance
The last thing to consider is the way of displaying EPG. Because EPG is the interface with which user interact, fancy appearance and layout based on user preference is important.







_______________
Proposal

These are some criteria to consider for user convenience. We propose following requirements below each criterion to be inserted in specified section.
<WG1> 5.6.2 Enhanced EPG, Channel and Menu Processing 
· IPTV_MID_XXX: EPG should allow for user-customized contents list. (User-customized contents list)
· IPTV_MID_XXX: EPG should provide user with various mechanisms to make navigation efficient. (Navigation efficiency)
· IPTV_MID_XXX: Appearance of EPG may be modified by user. (Appearance)

<WG6> EPG requirements

· EPG should have subscription/notification or polling methods to periodically update contents list in pull mode. (e.g. RSS registration/feed) (User-customized contents list)
· EPG should allow user to store contents list metadata. (User-customized contents list)
· EPG should be able to transform a one metadata format into some standardized format in order to support user-customized contents list metadata. (e.g., XSLT) (User-customized contents list)
· EPG should allow for fast transition of menu/item toggling. (Navigation efficiency)
· EPG may have shortcut mechanism on menu. (Navigation efficiency)
· EPG may provide a way to set the number of items presented on screen at once. (Appearance)
· EPG should allow user to move or rearrange the screen layout for personalized EPG (e.g., AJAX, DOM) (Appearance)
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