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Abstract

IPTV Service Signalling stratum has been and continues to be defined by other SDOs including (not limited to): DVB (TM-IPI), ATIS IIF, etc. 

This contribution argues that there is an urgent market requirement to support all IPTV solutions that have already been defined and deployed in many markets around the world through integration with other relevant NGN subsystems via exposing capabilities. We also provide a simple use case illustrating the requirement for exposing capabilities. 

Discussion

IPTV services are being deployed by many service providers around the globe. There are already well defined standards for the service signalling stratum of IPTV which can be considered as part of an IPTV subsystem. These standards are evolving to address market needs.

This contribution introduces the need for a new requirement to expose capabilities between any IPTV subsystem and other subsystems part of the NGN architecture.

Consider the following simple use case:
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Jane logs in her TV terminal. The presence client on her terminal provides her status to the Presence server. 

Nancy calls Jane.

At the time that Jane’s phone starts ringing, a notification appears on Jane screen with the name, number and avatar of the calling person. Jane can decide whether to take the call based on the info on screen.

This simple use case advocates the need to expose capabilities between the different subsystems within the NGN architecture as depicted in the following figure. To map the previous use case to this architecture the IPTV signalling stratum (or subsystems) needs to expose to other application the capability of showing on the user TV screen of a message. That capability is then used to show the caller ID on the TV screen. Another requirements is that the details of showing a message on the TV screen should be completely transparent to the other subsystems.

Along the same lines it is proposed to add as requirements that A-RACF RACS also exposes capabilities to both IPTV and IMS so that services can be matched with the actual transport stratum capabilities.
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Proposal

It is proposed to consider the integration of IPTV signalling stratum (including existing deployments) with existing NGN subsystems such as IMS as an important requirement for the continuation of the work of the focus group. We suggest that such integration is considered as one of the gaps related to IPTV standardisation.
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