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Introduction

This document contributes to the identification and definition of players and roles for IPTV service scenario. 
It is proposed that the text described in this contribution could be developed in the 2nd FG IPTV meeting: Busan, 16-20 October 2006.
1. Identification of players with roles for IPTV
With regard to the requirement and architecture of IPTV, this contribution identifies the role into the contents provider, service provider, network provider, customer, and regulator. 

Furthermore, this document identifies the player into more specific entity by characterizing contents producer, application provider, contents aggregator, platform provider, service provider, 3rd party service provider, network provider, customer and regulator. 
Finally, in view of service scenario of IPTV, when we need to identify each service scenario for more detail with functional components or value chain, this contribution proposes to use “Contents provider”, “Service provider”, “Network provider”, and “Customer” to avoid the ambiguity of the meaning.
	Role
	Player
	Relationship

	Contents provider
	Contents producer
	Contents

	
	Application provider
	

	
	Contents aggregator
	

	Service provider
	Platform provider
	Service / Platform 

	
	Service provider
	

	
	3rd party service provider 
	

	Network provider
	Network provider
	Network

	Customer
	Customer
	

	Regulator
	Regulator
	Law


2. Definition players with roles for IPTV
2.1 Contents provider
Contents provider is the entity owning contents (including application) or being licensed to sell its content assets. Their role is contents production, delivery, management and aggregation.
2.1.1 Contents producer

Contents producer is the entity producing specific contents such as video, audio, text, graphics, and data, etc. 
2.1.2 Application provider

Application provider is the entity providing IPTV-related user interface applications.
2.1.3 Contents aggregator

Contents aggregator is the entity aggregating contents such as a la TV channel, video, audio, game, and interactive service application data, etc. 

2.2 Service provider
Service provider is the entity providing a service to end-user by using IPTV platform. Their role is service providing in procedure of contents receiving, manipulating, value-added processing and transmitting with security and management.  
2.2.1 Platform producer

Platform provider is the entity providing specific platform such as base band, encoding, multiplexing, contents protection, interactive data processing, media operation and management system for generating IPTV service. 
2.2.2 Service provider

Service provider is the entity providing a service to end-user by using IPTV platform.
2.2.3 3rd party service provider
3rd party service provider is the entity providing IPTV service through IPTV hosting or individual contents creation. 
2.3 Network provider
Network provider is the entity connecting customer and service provider with control and management for secured delivery of contents in several layers such as core, distribution and access layer through fixed line (xDSL, fiber, and cable) or mobile network. 
2.4 Customer

Customer is the entity that the IPTV services are consumed. 
2.5 Regulator

Regulator is the entity that is officially responsible for control and supervision of an activity or area of IPTV service by using law.
This contribution proposes the identification of players and roles for IPTV in the value chain as a development point in a global IPTV issue. It is proposed to transfer this contribution as a valuable input in ITU-T FG IPTV study for further discussion.
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