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Introduction
SAS supports the overall objective and agenda of the ITU Focus Group on ICTs and Climate Change. We believe that it is high time for the ICT industry to be an integral part of the debate around climate change and, more broadly, sustainability, based on solid facts and concrete proposals. We believe that the contribution of the ICT industry to the society, through cutting edge technologies, mitigation, savings, and improvements, is vastly underestimated and needs to be addressed.
In addition, and according to a McKinsey survey
, environmental issues including climate change top the agenda in executive suites worldwide. But measuring and managing environmental impact is difficult, intricate work that stretches across an organization’s operations. Causal relationships connecting issues such as greenhouse gas emissions, use of scarce resources and regulatory compliance make it extremely complex to invest in green technology and expand sales of products and services with measurably better environmental performance. 

Proposal

With regards to the agenda of the first meeting of the ITU Focus Group on ICTs and Climate Change, SAS would like to introduce the following considerations:

· Based on its expertise, SAS would welcome the introduction of an industry scorecard where ITU members can contribute key performance indicators on the positive contribution of ICT to climate change through a portal and receive reports and benchmarks. 

· Like any project of its kind, the ITU work concept is highly dependent on the quality and reliability of data upon which ITU’s work will be based. SAS would welcome a discussion around the possible recommendation of data quality or data reliability standards so organizations and companies can compare, assess and forecast their efforts in a more accurate manner.

· SAS would be happy to participate in any pilot project the ITU might consider setting up in the area of climate change, based on data and metrics, with the clear aim to demonstrate that improvements are indeed possible providing the right framework is put in place.
About SAS

Established in 1976, SAS (www.sas.com) is the leader in business intelligence and analytical software and services. Customers at 44,000 sites in 108 countries use SAS software to improve performance through insight from data, resulting in faster, more accurate business decisions; more profitable relationships with customers and suppliers; compliance with governmental regulations; research breakthroughs; and better products and processes. SAS offers leading data integration, storage, analytics and business intelligence applications within a comprehensive enterprise intelligence platform. More than 10,000 SAS employees – in more than 50 countries and 400 SAS offices – provide local support for global implementations.
SAS and sustainability
When it comes to sustainability, SAS has introduced in April 2008 SAS for Sustainability Management, the first decision-support software platform for proactively identifying innovative strategies that effectively address complex environmental, social, and economic situations while achieving stakeholder objectives. SAS for Sustainability Management uses the Global Reporting Initiative framework to report on Triple Bottom Line indicators. These indicators relate to the three spheres of sustainability – environmental, social, and economic, using SAS’ predictive abilities to validate strategies, identify causal relationships, forecast improvement scenarios and drive innovation. 

                                    
� The McKinsey Quarterly, September 2007 





	Contact:

	Thomas Spiller

SAS

Belgium

	Tel: 32 2 256 75 41

Fax: 32 2 256 75 03

Email:thomas.spiller@sbx.sas.com


	Contact:

	Kalliopi Spyridaki

SAS

Belgium

	Tel:+32 2 256 75 43

Fax:+32 2 256 75 03
Email:Kalliopi.spyridaki@sbx.sas.com



	Attention: This is a document submitted to the work of ITU-T and as such is intended for use by the Member States of ITU, by ITU-T Sector Members and Associates, and their respective staff and collaborators in their ITU-related work. It is made publicly available for information purposes but shall not be redistributed without the prior written consent of ITU. Copyright on this document is owned by the author, unless otherwise mentioned. This document is not an ITU-T Recommendation, an ITU publication, or part thereof.



