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Geneva, 7 May 2004

	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 236


+41 22 730 5866
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To ITU-T Study Group Chairmen and Vice‑Chairmen

	E-mail:

URL:
	tsbfgngn@itu.int 

www.itu.int/ITU-T/ngn/ 
	Copy:

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	- Creation of a new Focus Group on NGN; 
- First meeting of the Focus Group on NGN, Geneva, 23 - 25 June 2004


Dear Sir/Madam,

1. 

As the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) industry works to define and deploy the next generation network (NGN), NGN standardization has become an increasingly important topic. In order to meet market expectations, ITU-T has taken several measures since July 2003 to further its work on NGN. Activities include forming a new Joint Rapporteurs Group in SG 13, establishing a working definition of NGN, and planning meetings of the Rapporteur Groups of SG 11 and SG 13 during the June/July 2004 period to progress existing drafts. Furthermore, ITU-T membership has brought a number of proposals to the ITU-T restructuring discussions, among which are the establishment of a proper structure to address NGN issues.

2. 
In view of the rapid global development of NGN, some sector members have expressed their wish to urgently form a new group to address their needs. Specific importance was given to a speedy working environment that can deliver necessary specifications as the marketplace demands.

3. 
Discussions among some sector members and some of the Chairmen of related Study Groups resulted in a proposal, submitted to me for endorsement, to form immediately a Focus Group on NGN, under the Director of TSB.

4. Guided by ITU-T Resolution 1 (WTSA-2000), Section 5, particularly 5.11, and after consultation with the Chairman of TSAG, I decided to endorse this urgent request. I hereby announce that an NGN Focus Group is now established, which under the current circumstances will exceptionally and temporarily report to the Director of TSB. The draft terms of reference and action plan indicating urgent topics to be studied, as proposed by a group of experts, are given in Annex 1. These shall be subject to agreement at the first meeting of the NGN Focus Group.

I am pleased to inform you that this initiative as per Annex 1  is supported by all Study Group chairmen. 

5. 
This NGN Focus Group will be open to all individuals from ITU Member States. The mode of operation of the NGN Focus Group will be defined in compliance with ITU-T Recommendation A.7. After consultation with members, I propose Mr. Chae Sub Lee (Korea Telecom) as Chairman for the first meeting of the NGN Focus Group. One of the tasks of the first meeting is for the NGN Focus Group to select its own management team, the Terms of Reference and work plan going forward. 

To simplify the ITU-T NGN studies now being undertaken by the Rapporteur Groups of both SG 11 and SG 13 it was suggested that, after the Rapporteur Groups’ forthcoming meetings, their NGN activities which are related to the mandate of the NGN Focus Group be moved into the NGN Focus Group. It should be noted, as indicated in Annex 1, that the NGN Focus Group will be moved under a specific Study Group after WTSA-2004. Also, the establishment of the NGN Focus Group will by no means interfere with the current discussions on ITU-T Study Group restructuring. Rather, it will serve to help ITU-T membership develop NGN standards with the required speed and focus.

6. 
I encourage ITU-T membership to actively participate in the studies of the NGN Focus Group. A report on the creation of the NGN Focus Group will be provided to the next TSAG meeting in July 2004, and later on to WTSA-2004. It is my sincere hope that by creating this NGN Focus Group, ITU-T will meet the expectations of the ITU-T membership, and demonstrate its ability to address the pressing needs of the market. 

7. The first meeting of the NGN Focus Group will be held in Geneva from 23 to 25 June 2004, immediately after the next meeting of SG13 NGN Joint Rapporteurs Group from 14 to 22 June 2004. The web site for the NGN Focus Group is http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/ngn/. The documents of the NGN Focus Group including reports and any additional information will be published on this web site. Participants are encouraged to submit input documents to the NGN Focus Group meeting by electronic mail to the following address: tsbfgngn@itu.int preferably by 18 June 2004.

8
For your convenience, wireless LAN facilities are available in the ITU main conference room areas and in the CICG building (International Conference Centre of Geneva) for participants’ use. Detailed information is available on the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html). 

9
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 2 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/HotelList.html for the list of hotels).

10
In order to enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the meeting, I should be grateful if you would send to TSB the registration form in Annex 3, duly completed (one per participant) by fax (No.: +41 22 730 5853), by e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int) or via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/ngn/, as soon as possible, but not later than 11 June 2004.

11
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.


If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and at the official request made by them to TSB, ITU can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Any such request must specify the name and functions of the individual(s) for whom the visa(s) is/are requested and be accompanied by a copy of the approved registration form for the ITU workshop in question.  Please note that the ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members or ITU Associates.
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 3
ANNEX 1

 (to TSB Circular 236)
Draft terms of reference and action plan for ITU-T NGN Focus Group

Beijing Drafting Group
ITU-T NGN Standards Globalization
1.0 Objective 

The purpose of this paper is to propose the ITU-T action plan to address the immediate industry need for focused global NGN standards development.

2.0 Background

A number of Sector Members have identified an urgent need to define global NGN standards. Several Recommendations are being drafted under various Rapporteur groups and Study Groups within ITU-T. 

In addition, there are currently a number of technical proposals being considered in regional standards organizations, e.g., ETSI/TISPAN. These activities need a venue to become internationally accepted global standards.

ITU-T is currently going through restructuring with the intent to restructure at WTSA in October 2004. The following proposed action plan does not interfere with the current discussion on restructuring – it is independent from it.

3.0 Proposed Action Plan

The proposed action plan has a two-stage approach: short term and long term.

3.1 Short term:

· By May 7th 2004 - Create a Focus Group under the TSB Director to provide a single focal point for NGN activities within ITU-T.

· The terms of reference of this Focus Group are to provide deliverables within 12 months relating to: 

· A nomadicity architecture (for example 3GPP/3GPP2 IMS) supporting broadband xDSL access.  The following issues need to be resolved:

· Quality of Service in the xDSL access

· Authentication 

· Security

· Current NGN activities within SG 11 and SG13 on QoS Signalling, IP QoS Signaling requirements and other NGN signaling related requirements that have not been CONSENTED in June 2004 following the JRG-NGN

· The proposed lifetime of this Focus Group is dependant on the completion of its objectives – estimated mid 2005

· The FG uses the ITU-T EDH, and other ITU-T support structures including secretariat support.

· The working methods will be defined by the Focus Group, according to Recommendation A.7

3.2 Long term: 

· By October 2004 WTSA: - The future structure of ITU-T should be clear, stable, and include a clear focus on NGN

· By November 2004 (shortly after WTSA):  

· The expectation is that this Focus Group will operate under the most appropriate ITU-T SG.

4.0 Participants:

· Houlin Zhao, TSB 

· Keith Dickerson, BT

· Gary Fishman, Lucent

· Yukio Hiramatsu, NTT
· Bilel Jamoussi, Nortel Networks
· Lintao Jiang, CATR of MII
· Chae Sub Lee, Korea Telecom
· Bernard Marti, France Telecom 
· Brian Moore, Lucent UK
· Helmut Schink, Siemens AG

April 28, 2004


ANNEX 2

(to TSB Circular 236)

	Ce formulaire de confirmation est à adresser directement à l'hôtel de votre choix

This confirmation form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice

Dirija directamente este formulario de confirmación al hotel que elija
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SECTEUR DE LA NORMALISATION DES TÉLÉCOMMUNICATIONS
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR
SECTOR DE NORMALIZACIÓN DE LAS TELECOMUNICACIONES

Réunion du groupe spécialisé                                
            du                             au                          Genève


Focus Group meeting     -------------------------------------- from    ----------------  to ------------------ Geneva

Reunión del Grupo Temático                                           desde el                        al                          Ginebra

Confirmation de la réservation faite le                                                       A l'hôtel

Confirmation of the reservation made on ----------------------------           To hotel   -------------------------------

Confirmación de la reserva efectuada el                                                    Al hotel

au prix préférentiel offert à l'UIT / at ITU preferential tariff / al precio preferencial ofrecido a la UIT
                 chambre simple/double        du                                heure d'arrivée                           au 

-------------single/double room            from        ---------------  time of arrival        -------------  to  ------------

                 habitación indiv./doble    desde el                           hora de llegada                           al

Nom / Name / Apellido                ---------------------------------------------- 

Prénom / First name / Nombre    ----------------------------------------------- 

Adresse / Address / Dirección    -------------------------------------------------           Tel: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          Fax: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: -----------------------------

Carte de crédit en garantie de la réservation

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  ----------------------------------------------- 

Tarjeta de crédito que garantiza la reserva                                                                autre / other / otras   

No ---------------------------------------------- validité / validity / validez   --------------------------------------------------- 

Date/Date/Fecha   --------------------------  Signature / Signature / Firma  ------------------------------------------------ 
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 (to TSB Circular 236)
	ITU-TSB
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	REGISTRATION FORM

	
To be returned to TSB (Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / tsbreg@itu.int) by 11 June 2004

	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Administration of ITU Member State

	
	
	

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Sector Member

	
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Associate

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-Member

	
	
	

	

	Name and complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	

	______________________________________________
	Fax :_____________________________________________

	_________________________________________
	E-mail : _________________________________________

	

	Important Note:

Paper copy of meeting documents will be provided only upon request.


I need paper copies for documents:

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Hotel :

	________________________________________________
	Tel. : _______________________________________

	
	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________

	For TSB Secretariat use only

Pigeon-hole
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