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Dear Sir/Madam,

1.  At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 15 (Optical and Other Transport Networks), I have the honour to inform you that, in accordance with the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 7, § 7.3.2 and § 7.3.5, of WTSA (Montreal, 2000), Member States and Sector Members present at the last meeting of this Study Group which was held in Geneva from 21 to 31 October 2003, agreed by reaching consensus to approve the following new Question that was also endorsed by TSAG during its meeting which was held in Geneva from 10 to 14 November 2003:

Q.20/15: Optical fibres for broadband services to and in buildings and homes (see Annex 1)

2.  Question 20/15 is therefore approved.
3.  The resulting Recommendations are assumed to fall under the Alternative Approval Process (AAP).
Yours faithfully,
H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 198)

QUESTION 20/15 - Optical fibres for broadband services to and in buildings and homes

(New  Question)

Background and justification

The growing demand for broadband services (multimedia, high-speed internet, HDTV, etc.) in buildings and homes requires the introduction of high-capacity transmission media into the end segment of  the local network.  Optical fibre would be an important option for any broadband media mix created for this purpose.

The responsibility under this Question would include new Recommendations and/or Supplements for fibre types or for media implementation strategies.

Question

What is needed to cost-effectively provide broadband services to and in buildings and homes?

What media reliability issues arise in the environment of the end segment of the local network?

Study items

Study items include, but are not limited to:

Geometrical, mechanical, and optical properties of the fibres

Reliability (lifetime and failure rate); long-term aging

Strategies for mixed transmission media, such as hybrid fibre/coax

Evaluation of novel media, such as plastic optical fibres

Specific tasks

Specific tasks include, but are not limited to:

Develop new Recommendations or parameter tables within existing Recommendations for possible new fibre types 

Develop implementation strategies for broadband transmission media to and in buildings and homes 

Note:  An up-to-date status of work under this Question is contained in the SG 15 Work Program (http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/com15/workprog/05-08/index.html))

Relationships

Other relevant Questions of SG 15 on fibres, components, and systems

ITU-T SG 6 on cable issues, field deployment, and monitoring the integrity of installations

ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 25 on multimedia cabling of homes

IEC SC86A on fibres and cables

IEC SC86B on connectors and components

IEC SC86C on system testing and active devices
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