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Geneva, 15 August 2003

	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 180

DIR/RH


+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	richard.hill@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Groups and of TSAG;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	CTO Round Table on Future Evolution of ICT

(ITU Headquarters, Geneva, 8-9 December 2003)


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
On the basis of consultations with members, I believe that it would be useful and appropriate to organize a meeting of senior corporate officers responsible for technological developments from both operators and vendors (that is, of Chief Technical Officers – CTOs), in order to get their visions of the future of information and communication technologies (ICTs).

Such visions would likely carry considerable weight to influence the future growth and development of the information society, in particular in light of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).  The concrete technical views expressed by industry leaders, and the corresponding visions, could be input to the future stages of the WSIS process, particularly the WSIS action plan and the strategic and operational plans of ITU.  It would also likely be an important contribution to the further development of society in general, using ICT.

2
The ITU Plenipotentiary Conference that took place in Minneapolis in 1998 approved a Resolution that initiated the process of holding a World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) (Resolution 73).  The first phase of the WSIS will be held in Geneva on 10–12 December 2003.  Information regarding the current status of WSIS preparation can be found at:

http://www.itu.int/wsis/ 

3
As part of the WSIS preparatory process, there has been considerable discussion of the future evolution of information and communication technologies (ICT) and of future services based on ICT, including such issues as standardization and security.

4
By this letter, I am inviting Chief Technical Officers (CTOs) of interested ITU Sector Members and Associates to participate at a “CTO Meeting” which will be held at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, during 8-9 December 2003.

By CTO, I mean the most senior person responsible for a company’s technology strategy and long-term technological visions.

The date of this meeting has been chosen in the expectation that many CTOs will be travelling to Geneva for WSIS, possibly in conjuction with the Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of their companies.

5
This “CTO Meeting” consists of two related events.  The first event, “CTO Discussion”, will be held of 8 December 2003 at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva.  The discussion will start at 1000 hours and end at 1800 hours.

The purpose of this discussion will be to obtain the views of participants regarding:

i)
vision on development, growth and business opportunities for ICT;

ii)
the desired approaches to achieve the vision;

iii)
concrete measures and steps required to implement the vision.

Topics to be covered would include:

a)
Business climate;

b)
Technologies and services under development;

c)
Areas where cooperation between operators and vendors could be improved;

d)
Collaborative actions to favour market development;

e)
Security issues;

f)
Intellectual property issues.

A draft Agenda is given in Annex 1 to this Circular.

6
The second event, a “Round Table on Future Evolution of ICT”, will be held on 9 December 2003 at Palexpo, Geneva.  This session will be open to the press and the public.  The round table will start at 0930 hours and end at 1230 hours.

The purpose of the Round Table will be to present the results of the discussions of the 8 December meeting of CTOs.  I will invite a number of CTOs as panellists, and welcome the others to participate in the audience.

7
Due to the special security requirements taking place in connection with WSIS, details regarding the logistics of these events (how to register, etc.) will be communicated to participants later. 

8
I would appreciate if ITU Sector Members and Associates could, at their earliest convenience, advise me the names of CTOs who will participate.

In order to ensure a productive discussion and to start preparing a collective vision, I am proposing that a working group should, through online discussions, start to prepare a draft vision statement for input to the CTO Discussion.  I would appreciate nominations of experts with an appropriate level of seniority, and seconded by their CTOs, for this working group.

Please send your nominations for this working group directly to Mr Richard Hill (who will act as secretary for the working Group), via E-mail, at richard.hill@itu.int as soon as possible, but preferably before 15 September 2003.

9
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 2 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/HotelList.html for the list of hotels).

10
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.


If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and at the official request made by them to TSB, ITU can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Any such request must specify the name and functions of the individual(s) for whom the visa(s) is/are requested and be accompanied by a copy of the approved registration form for the ITU workshop in question.  Please note that the ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members or ITU Associates.
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 180)

CTO Discussion, 8 December 2003

Draft Agenda

1. Opening remarks by Director of TSB

2. Operators’ point of view

3. Vendors’ point of view

4. Open discussion

5. CTOs vision statement (if the vision statement is agreed, ITU will transmit to WSIS in an appropriate matter)

6. Summary conclusions, next steps, action plan.


ANNEX 2

(to TSB Circular 180)

	Ce formulaire de confirmation est à adresser directement à l'hôtel de votre choix

This confirmation form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice

Dirija directamente este formulario de confirmación al hotel que elija
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SECTEUR DE LA NORMALISATION DES TÉLÉCOMMUNICATIONS
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR
SECTOR DE NORMALIZACIÓN DE LAS TELECOMUNICACIONES

Table ronde des directeurs techniques, du                           au                                                   , Genève

CTO Round Table, from  ------------------------  to ----------------------------------------------------, Geneva

Mesa Redonda de Directores Técnicos, del                          al                                                  , Ginebra

Confirmation de la réservation faite le                                                       A l'hôtel

Confirmation of the reservation made on ----------------------------           To hotel   -------------------------------

Confirmación de la reserva efectuada el                                                    Al hotel

au prix préférentiel offert à l'UIT / at ITU preferential tariff / al precio preferencial ofrecido a la UIT
                 chambre simple/double        du                                heure d'arrivée                           au 

-------------single/double room            from        ---------------  time of arrival        -------------  to  ------------

                 habitación indiv./doble    desde el                           hora de llegada                           al

Nom / Name / Apellido                ---------------------------------------------- 

Prénom / First name / Nombre    ----------------------------------------------- 

Adresse / Address / Dirección    -------------------------------------------------           Tel: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          Fax: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: -----------------------------

Carte de crédit en garantie de la réservation

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  ----------------------------------------------- 

Tarjeta de crédito que garantiza la reserva                                                                autre / other / otras   

No ---------------------------------------------- validité / validity / validez   --------------------------------------------------- 

Date/Date/Fecha   --------------------------  Signature / Signature / Firma  ------------------------------------------------ 
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