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	Ref:
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+41 22 730 6805
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union, 

-
To ITU-T Sector Members,

-
To ITU-T Associates,

-
To ITU-D Sector Members



	
	
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Study Group16;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Workshop on Standardization in E-health
(Geneva, 23-25 May 2003)


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I would like to inform you that a Workshop on Standardization in E-health will take place at ITU headquarters, Geneva, from 23 to 25 May 2003, inclusive. This event will be organized by TSB jointly with BDT.

The workshop will open at 09:30 hours on the first day. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters.

2
The discussions will be held in English only. 

3
The overall objectives of the workshop will be as follows:


Bring together key players in e-health standardization and interoperability today


Define a framework for standardization


Identify areas of possible coordination and cooperation


Prepare a standardization work plan, identifying possible ITU-T and ITU-D role.

4
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organisations.  The workshop is free of charge but no fellowship will be granted. 

5
A draft programme of the workshop is set out in Annex 1 hereto.

6
Information relating to the workshop will be available on the ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/e-health. A CD-ROM containing the available presentations will be distributed on the first day to the participants. Subsequent updates and other materials will be available on the workshop web page.
7
For your convenience, wireless LAN facilities are available in the ITU main conference room areas and in the CICG building (International Conference Centre of Geneva) for participants’ use. Detailed information is available on the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html). 

8
For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 2 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/HotelList.html for the list of hotels).

9
In order to enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the workshop, I should be grateful if you would send to TSB the registration form in Annex 3, duly completed (one per participant) by fax (No.: +41 22 730 5853), e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int) or via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/e-health/registration.html, as soon as possible, but not later than 23April 2003.

10
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.


If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members or Associates, and at the official request made by them to TSB, ITU can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Any such request must specify the name and functions of the individual(s) for whom the visa(s) is/are requested and be accompanied by a copy of the approved registration form for the ITU workshop in question.  Please note that the ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members or ITU Associates.
Houlin Zhao 
 

Director of the Telecommunication


Standardization Bureau


Annexes: 3

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 151)

Advance programme for the Workshop on Standardization in E-health 

(Geneva, 23 – 25 May 2003)

Note: updated versions of this programme can be found at 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/e-health
Introduction

The development of advanced digital and telecommunications techniques has enabled the development of very sophisticated equipment used in the medical area, as well as has contributed to distributed learning. Unfortunately, most solutions have been developed on a proprietary or ad-hoc basis, posing challenges to institutions working in the medical area willing to integrate their infrastructure and procedures, as well as to share resources with other institutions distributed in wide geographical area. These geographically distributed scenarios include not only sharing of resources and data amongst institutions in the developed countries but also serve to support provision of medical services and education in remote locations, e.g. in developing countries as well as disaster areas. Shared databases can reduce costs and increase efficiencies but can also enable early detection of epidemics and even bio-attacks.
Standardization in e-health has long been sought as a key element in support of these activities, but has so far not produced a very high level interoperability desired by many. In organizing this workshop, ITU-T, with the support of ITU-D and the participation of ISO, IEC and other SDOs, aims at identifying the key issues needed in support of attaining this goal and to identify a possible role to be played in ITU-T to promote such standards.

Workshop objectives

The specific objectives for the workshop are: 

· Bring together key players in e-health standardization and interoperability today

· Define a framework for standardization

· Identify areas of possible coordination and cooperation

· Prepare a standardization work plan, identifying possible ITU-T and ITU-D role.

Advance Programme

	Schedule
	Day 1 – 23 May 2003
	Day 2  – 24 May 2003
	Day 3 – 25 May 2003

	Day 1 - 
09:30-10:30

Day 2 & 3– 09:00-10:30
	Opening:

Introduction, overview and objectives

(
ITU-T

(
ITU-D

(
WHO

(
ISO

(
Tutorial: What is Telemedicine/E-Health?
	Session 4:

Medical records and medical data

(
Basic requirements for electronic data interchange in E-Health.

(
Current status of standardization related to patient file and clinical information.

(
How is the multimedia data in user-oriented medical records handled?
	Session 8:

Interoperability and Quality of Service

(
Interoperability of health information systems, telemedicine networks, and telemedicine systems.

(
Basic requirements to quality of services

(
Interoperability from telecommunications perspective

	Break 10:30-11:00
	
	
	

	11:00-12:30
	Session 1: 

User requirements and perspectives

(
WHO

(
End-users
	Session 5:

Patient data and ethical and legal issues

(
Privacy, Data protection and data security

(
Different perspectives of ethical and legal issues
	Session 9:

Economic benefits of E-health standardization

(
How can players benefit from standards?

(
How can standards be promoted

(
Funding issues

	Lunch 12:30-14:00
	
	
	

	14:00-15:30
	Session 2:

Case studies

(
Review of BDT telemedicine projects implemented by in developing countries

(
Report of implementation experiences
	Session 6:

Telecommunications in support of E-health
(
Service definition

(
Multimedia protocols

(
Access and transport issues
	Session 10:

Panel Discussion: E-health Standardization

(
Telemedicine standards – standards to be used in a multicultural, multilingual and cross-discipline context

(
Framework for E-health Standardization 

(
E-health Standardization plan

(
Further actions

	Break 15:30-16:00
	
	
	

	Day 1 - 
16:00-18:00

Day 2 & 3– 
16:00-17:30
	Session 3:

Towards a common understanding on E-health standardization

(
Panel discussion on what should or should not be addressed by standardization
	Session 7:

Medical imaging and standards

(
Technical requirements for medical image transmission.

(
Standard encoding protocols on image and video coding

(
Success of DICOM standard

(
Doctor opinion of DICOM standard
	Closing:

Wrap-up, conclusions, and recommendations




Note: Advance Workshop Programme is subject to changes. For the updates please visit: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/e-health 


ANNEX 2

(to TSB Circular 151)

	Ce formulaire de confirmation est à adresser directement à l'hôtel de votre choix

This confirmation form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice

Dirija directamente este formulario de confirmación al hotel que elija
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SECTEUR DE LA NORMALISATION DES TÉLÉCOMMUNICATIONS
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR
SECTOR DE NORMALIZACIÓN DE LAS TELECOMUNICACIONES

Atelier

                                                         
  du                             au                          Genève

Workshop

     --------------------------------------   from    ----------------  to ------------------ Geneva

Taller



                                                     desde el                        al                          Ginebra

Confirmation de la réservation faite le                                                       A l'hôtel

Confirmation of the reservation made on ----------------------------           To hotel   -------------------------------

Confirmación de la reserva efectuada el                                                    Al hotel

au prix préférentiel offert à l'UIT / at ITU preferential tariff / al precio preferencial ofrecido a la UIT
                 chambre simple/double        du                                heure d'arrivée                           au 

-------------single/double room            from        ---------------  time of arrival        -------------  to  ------------

                 habitación indiv./doble    desde el                           hora de llegada                           al

Nom / Name / Apellido                ---------------------------------------------- 

Prénom / First name / Nombre    ----------------------------------------------- 

Adresse / Address / Dirección    -------------------------------------------------           Tel: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          Fax: -----------------------------  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: -----------------------------

Carte de crédit en garantie de la réservation

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  ----------------------------------------------- 

Tarjeta de crédito que garantiza la reserva                                                                autre / other / otras   

No ---------------------------------------------- validité / validity / validez   --------------------------------------------------- 

Date/Date/Fecha   --------------------------  Signature / Signature / Firma  ------------------------------------------------ 

ANNEX 3

 (to TSB Circular 151)
	ITU-TSB
	Workshop on Standardization in E-health
(Geneva, 23-25 May 2003)
	

	

	REGISTRATION FORM

	
To be returned to TSB (Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / tsbreg@itu.int) by 23 April 2003

	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Administration of ITU Member State

	
	
	

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Sector Member

	
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Associate

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-Member

	
	
	

	

	Name and complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	

	______________________________________________
	Fax :_____________________________________________

	_________________________________________
	E-mail : _________________________________________

	

	

	Hotel :

	________________________________________________
	Tel. : _______________________________________

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________


                                     

	Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail: 
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
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