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	Subject:

	Alerting Network Operators on Data Conversion to Revised Recommendation M.1400


Dear Sir/Madam,

1.  At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 4 (Telecommunication Management, including TMN), I have the honour to inform you that Member States and Sector Members present at the last meeting of this Study Group, which was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 8 to 19 April 2002, agreed by reaching consensus to send a Circular on “Alerting Network Operators on Data Conversion to Revised Recommendation M.1400”.
2.
Revised Recommendation M.1400 (approved 13 October 2001) requests major changes to the designation of routes between Operators within different countries or within the same country:

· Country Code has to be provided for each termination point of international routes

· ITU Carrier Code (http://www.itu.int/itu-t/inr/icc/ ) can be provided for each termination point of both domestic and international routes

· Termination detail is extended to cover the needs of identifying all termination points between two operators within the same country

· Town names have to be provided that are unique within a country using up to 12 characters

· Additions are provided on the use of delimiters between fields

3.
An amendment to the Introduction to Revised Recommendation M.1400 (approved 28 May 2002) states:

The implementation of the new Layer 1 structure, shown for the general case in Table 1, and reflected in subsequent tables, will take place in two steps:

· On 1 of January 2004 the database software of operators should be ready to support new Layer 1 structures

· On 1 of January 2005 the new designation structure will apply for both existing and new route designations

4.
Network operators should note that the changes will require software development during 2003 and extra conversion personnel during 2004. Therefore, planning and budgeting of the conversion should start during 2002.


Each Network Operator will need to modify his/her current database software during 2003 to manage both old and new designations during 2004, to support only new designations from 2005, and to support data conversion and exchange software during 2004.

5.
The ITU-T SG4 Question 2/4 on M.1400 is working on conversion guidelines for data affected by the revision of M.1400, to be provided in a subsequent TSB Circular.

6.
It should be noted that, following a successful trial, the TSB has initiated implementation of a new concept involving the use of distributed web sites for storing and accessing ICCs. More on this concept will follow.
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

Annex 1
(to TSB Circular 115)

Please refer to the ITU-T Question 2/4 November meeting report in COM 4-29 for more detail on the status of this work.

Table 1 shows the current Rec. M.1400 Layer 1 structure.
Table 1/M.1400 current Layer 1 structure

	Format of
designation
	Town A
	/
	Suffix
	–
	Town B
	/
	Suffix
	
	Function code
	Serial number

	Signs
	Characters
	Slash
	Letters/
digits
	Hyphen
	Characters
	Slash
	Letters/
digits
	Space
	Letters/
digits
	Digits

	Number of characters
	( 12
	1
	( 3
	1
	( 12
	1
	( 3
	1
	( 6
	( 4

	
	(
No space


Table 2 shows the revised Rec. M.1400 Layer 1 structure.

Table 2/M.1400 – revised Layer 1 structure 

	Format of
designation
	Town A
	/
	Termination detail
	/
	Operator ID
	/
	Country Code
	–
	Town B
	/
	Termination detail
	/
	Operator ID
	/
	Country Code
	
	Function code
	Serial number

	Character

 types
	Letters or space
	Slash


	Letters or digits
	Slash
	Letters or digits
	Slash
	Letters
	Hyphen
	Letters or space
	Slash
	Letters or digits
	Slash
	Letters or digits
	Slash
	Letters
	Space
	Letters or digits
	Digits

	Number of characters
	( 12
	1
	( 6
	1
	( 6
	1
	3
	1
	( 12
	1
	( 6
	1
	( 6
	1
	3
	1
	( 6
	( 4

	
	(
No space

	
	


The elements of the revised Layer 1 format are as follows:

a)
Transport relation: an ordered pair of route termination identifiers

Town A and Town B refer to the names of the two towns in which the origin and destination terminations of the interconnecting routes are located. The town names (required one to twelve characters or space) (see Note 1) in all types of designations should always be written in Roman characters taking the official name of a town as used in the country to which it belongs.

Termination detail is assigned by an operator to uniquely identify its route terminations within a town. Termination detail is required and consists of one to six characters.
Operator ID is the ICC that identifies the operator originating a route termination identification (one to six characters, each character being either alphabetic (i.e., A–Z) or numeric (i.e., 0–9) characters).  For stability, it is required that this code not be changed for the life of the route termination identifier, regardless of any change in the operator responsible for maintaining the route termination identifier.  Thus Related Information Item 3 of Rec. M.1400 Layer 2 must be referred to in determining the current responsible operator.

Country code identifies the country in which the town is located. Format: ISO 3166 three alpha-code.

b)
Function code (required one to six alphabetic or numeric characters) indicates the type of route.

c)
Serial number (required one to four numbers) identifies the instance of the route (e.g., circuit, group, digital block, etc.) within the same transport relation and the same function code.  The serial numbering starts anew if there is a difference in:

-
Transport relation

-
Function code.

NOTE 1 – If the name of the town exceeds 12 characters, the operator responsible will supply an appropriate abbreviation, which should be unique.

_______________

Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int
Switzerland
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00

ITU-T\BUREAU\CIRC\115E.DOC


