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	Subject:
	Universal International Premium Rate Numbers (UIPRN) for the International Premium Rate Service (IPRS) – Start-up Phase


Dear Sir/Madam,

1.
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-2000, Montreal) has recently approved ITU-T Recommendation E.169.2, entitled:


“Application of Recommendation E.164 numbering plan for Universal International Premium Rate Number(s) for the international premium rate service”

2.
The International Premium Rate Service (IPRS) enables an Information Service Provider (ISP) in a country to be assigned one or more universal international premium rate numbers (UIPRN) which allow IPRS callers to access information and other services provided by the ISP.  For these calls, callers are charged at a premium rate.

ITU-T Recommendation E.155 “ International Premium Rate Service ” provides the service description and the procedures for the implementation, operation and management of the International Premium Rate Service (IPRS) which is provided on a managed basis by a Recognized Operating Agency (ROA) in the country of an information service provider in conjunction with an ROA(s) in the country of the caller.

Through the availability of IPRS, a wide range of products offered by information service providers in one country can be made available to callers in another country.  Examples of such products could include:

· Access to recorded information services (speech, facsimile or data);

· Access to interactive services (speech, facsimile or data);

· Access to promotions, competitions and opinion surveys.

3.
A UIPRN is composed of a 3-digit country code for a global service application (979), a single digit charging/accounting indicator (CI), and an 8-digit subscriber number (SN), resulting in a 12-digit fixed format (CC+CI+SN).

All ten charging/accounting indicators associated with the charging bands are considered to be a part of a unique set of UIPRNs assigned to an applicant.

4.
The ITU-TSB has been requested to perform the task of Registrar for UIPRNs, responsible for processing registration requests and assignment of the subscriber number (SN) portion of the UIPRN in accordance with Recommendation E.169.2 and Recommendation E.155.

At its July 2000 session, the ITU Council approved the role of the TSB as UIPRN Registrar and furthermore decided to establish the registration fee at 200 Swiss francs per number issued.

5.
At the Working Party 1/2 meeting in October 2000, Berlin, Germany, it was decided that the timetable for the start-up phase for the receipt and validation of UIPRN applications would be as follows:

3 January 2001: notification of availability
90 days prior to the commencement date for acceptance of applications, the Registrar will announce UIPRN availability.

2 April 2001: receipt of applications
30 days prior to the reservation of UIPRNs by the Registrar, applications will be received and validated.  All valid requests received during that period will be deemed to have been received at the same time in order to ensure equal treatment for all applicants.

2 May 2001: amendment of all invalid applications
The Registrar will have three days in which to amend all invalid applications in consultation with applicants.

7 May 2001: settlement of conflicts and assigning of UIPRNs
The Registrar will assign UIPRNs and resolve any conflicts having arisen during the start-up period.

2 May 2001: first come first served basis
Applications received after 2 May 2001 will be treated on a first come first served basis.  However no numbers will be reserved until all conflicts have been settled.

6.
You are urged to carefully observe the conditions and principles concerning UIPRN assignment, as specified in Recommendation E.169.2.  Additionally, the service description, the service ordering process and other service operational aspects for the IPRS are provided in Recommendation E.155.

Application Form and additional information is also available on the internet at:

http://www.itu.int/universalnumbers/uiprn 

7.
For any comments or query please contact:

The UIPRN Registrar

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB)

International Telecommunication Union

Place des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 730 6220

Fax: +41 22 730 6200

E-mail: universalnumbers@itu.int 

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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