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Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 9, Integrated broadband cable networks and television and sound transmission, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 27 February to 2 March 2001, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 9, of WTSA (Montreal, 2000) for the approval of 26 revised and new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised and new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State, Sector Member or Associate aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Appendix III to WTSA Resolution 1 (Montreal, 2000)).

Available patent information can be accessed on‑line via the ITU‑T website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 9, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 15 February 2001 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 9 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 2 March 2001 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the ITU Convention.

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 9 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 1/9.

7
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 9)

Summaries and locations of draft revised and new Recommendations
to be submitted for approval by Study Group 9
at its meeting on 2 March 2001

1.
Draft revised Recommendation J.67: “Test signals and measurement techniques for transmission circuits carrying  MAC/packet signals” (COM 9-R 28)
Summary

The purpose of Recommendation J.67 is to give the tools of the transmission methodology of the MAC packet family signals. The Recommendation is devoted to the traditional MAC packet signals (D/D2).

The Recommendation begins with the definition of the test signals and the test lines that are the basis of the transmission methodology. Furthermore, the main quality measurement parameters are defined, as well as the corresponding application methods.
2.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation J.84: “Additions to Annex C - Digital multi-programme SMATV system C” (COM 9-2)

Summary

This Recommendation: "Distribution of digital multi-programme signals for television, sound and data services through SMATV networks" covers the definition of the framing structure, channel coding and modulation for digital multi-programme signals for television, sound and data services received from a satellite system and distributed in a transparent way through Satellite Master Antenna Television (SMATV) networks.

This Recommendation defines the required network architecture for SMATV systems and is closely related to ITU-R Recommendation BO.1211 (applicable to the satellite path) and to Recommendation J.83 (applicable to the cable path).

This Recommendation has four Annexes (A, B, C and D) that provide the specifications for the digital television SMATV systems submitted to the ITU-T. This reflects the fact that standardization of digital SMATV television systems is being addressed for the first time by the ITU-T and that a number of systems had been developed and provisionally implemented when this standardization effort was undertaken by the ITU.

This Recommendation recommends that those implementing new digital multi-programme services on existing and future SMATV networks should use one of the systems whose framing structure, channel coding and modulation are specified in Annexes A, B, C and D.

3.
Draft revised Recommendation J.87: “Use of hybrid cable television links for the secondary distribution of television into the user's premises” (COM 9-R 28)
Summary

This Recommendation is limited to rules which facilitate the carriage of both analogue and digital television signals of satisfactory quality on a hybrid link into the user's premises. Digital television signals are referred to in Recommendations J.83, J.84 and BT.1306.

4.
Draft Amendment 2 to Recommendation J.94: “Additions to Annex C - Service information for digital multi-programme System C” (COM 9-3)

Summary

This annex describes the service information for digital broadcasting by cable television of Annex C/J.83 and basically constitutes a subset of Annex A to Recommendations J.94.

However, there are some specifications which are different from those of Annex A and also there are some specifications which are yet to be established.
5.
Draft new Recommendation J.96 (J.encryp): “Technical method for ensuring privacy in long-distance international MPEG-2 television transmission conforming to Recommendation J.89” (COM 9-R 28)
Summary

This ITU-T Recommendation constitutes a common standard for a conditional access system for long distance international transmission of digital television according to MPEG Professional Profile (4:2:2)

Practical implementations are also provided in annexes.
6.
Draft Amendment 1 to Recommendation J.112: “New Annexes A and B” (COM 9-4)

Summary

Recommendation J.112  “Transmission systems for interactive cable television services” extends the scope of Recommendation J.83 “ Digital multi-program systems for television, sound, and data services for cable distribution” to make provision for bi-directional data over coaxial and hybrid fiber-coax cables for interactive services. It was approved in March 1998 and contains three annexes. Since that time there has been an evolution of publicly available standards developed and approved by SDO’s in Europe and North America in response to evolving market requirements. These provided the basis for the modifications and extensions of Annexes A and B included in this amended Recommendation.
7.
Draft new Recommendation J.144 (J.fullref): “Objective perceptual video quality measurement techniques for digital cable television in the presence of a full reference” (COM 9-5)

Summary

This Recommendation provides guidelines on the selection of appropriate objective perceptual video quality measurement equipment designed for use in digital cable television applications when the full reference video signal is available.

8.
Draft new Recommendation J.145 (J.qss): “Measurement and control of the quality of service for sound transmission over contribution and distribution networks”
(COM 9-R 28)

Summary

This Recommendation specifies the parameters and the methods for the measurement and control of the QoS for digital sound transmission on contribution and distribution networks.

9.
Draft Amendment 2 to Recommendation J.150: “Operational functionalities for the delivery of digital multiprogramme television, sound and data services through multichannel, multipoint distribution systems (MMDS)” (COM 9-R 28)

Summary

Amendment 2 to Recommendation J.150 adds the option to use orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) in multichannel, multipoint distribution systems.

10.
Draft new Recommendation J.160 (J.arch): “Architectural framework for the delivery of time critical services over cable television networks using cable modems”
(COM 9-6)

Summary

This Recommendation provides the architectural framework that will enable cable television operators to provide time critical services over their networks that have been enhanced to support cable modems.

11.
Draft new Recommendation J.161 (J.acr): “Audio codec requirements for the provision of bidirectional audio service over cable television networks using cable modems” (COM 9-7)

Summary

Many cable television operators are upgrading their facilities to provide two-way capability, and are using this capability to provide high-speed IP data services per Recommendations J.83 and J.112. These operators now want to expand the capability of this delivery platform to include bi-directional voice communication and other time critical services. This Recommendation is one of a series of Recommendations required to achieve this goal. It provides guidance on audio (voice) codec selection that will provide for a high quality, interoperable service.

12.
Draft new Recommendation J.162 (J.ncs): “Network call signalling protocol for the delivery of time critical services over cable television networks using cable modems” (COM 9-8)

Summary

Many cable television operators are upgrading their facilities to provide two way capability and using this capability to provide high speed IP data services per Recommendations J.83 and J.112. These operators now want to expand the capability of this delivery platform to include a variety of time critical services. This Recommendation is one of a series of Recommendations required to achieve this goal. It provides a network based call signaling protocol necessary to establish connections.

13.
Draft new Recommendation J.181 (J.dpi): “Digital Program Insertion cueing message for cable television systems” (COM 9-9)

Summary

This Recommendation supports the splicing of MPEG-2 transport streams for the purpose of Digital Program Insertion, which includes advertisement insertion and insertion of other content types. An in-stream messaging mechanism is defined to signal splicing and insertion opportunities. A technique for carrying notification of upcoming Splice Points in the transport stream is specified.

14.
Draft new Recommendation J.api: “Worldwide common core, application environment for digital interactive television services” (COM 9-10)
Summary

This recommendation identifies the structure, origins and specification sources for a harmonized environment including a set of Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) for interactive television services.

15.
Draft new Recommendation J.dqos: “Dynamic quality of service for the provision of real time services over cable television networks using cable modems” (COM 9-11)

Summary

Many cable television operators are upgrading their facilities to provide two way capability and using this capability to provide high speed IP data services per Recommendations J.83 and J.112. These operators now want to expand the capability of this delivery platform to include telephony.  This Recommendation is one of a series of Recommendations required to achieve this goal.  It provides for the dynamic quality of service needed in many real time applications.

16.
Draft new Recommendation J.em: “IPCablecom event messages” (COM 9-12)

Summary

This Recommendation describes the concept of Event Messages used to collect usage for the purposes of billing within the IPCablecom architecture. It details a transport protocol independent Event Message attribute TLV format, an Event Message file format, mandatory and optional transport protocols, the various Event Messages, lists the attributes each Event Message contains, and lists the required and optional Event Messages associated with each type of end-user service supported. In order to support vendor interoperability, implementations must minimally support RADIUS as a transport protocol.

17.
Draft new Recommendation J.hai: “Parameter sets for analogue interface specifications for the interconnection of set-top-boxes and presentation devices in home” (COM 9-13)

Summary

This Recommendation “Parameter Sets for Analogue Interface Specifications for the Interconnection of Set-Top Boxes and Presentation Devices” defines the parameter sets for analogue interface specifications for video signals between television set top boxes and television presentation devices in the home, when such signals are provided in analogue component video form carried on three parallel channels.
This Recommendation has three Appendices (I, II, and III), that provide specifications for: 525 line (total scan lines) TV devices (i.e., with 480 active lines), and 750 line TV devices (720 active lines), and 1125 line TV devices (1080 active lines). This reflects the fact that a number of TV systems are in use on a worldwide basis and it is necessary to define parameter sets for the associated devices.

This Recommendation recommends parameter sets for use when interface signals are delivered from the output of the set-top box to the input of the home presentation device in analogue component video form on three parallel channels. 

18.
Draft new Recommendation J.istp: “IPCablecom signalling transport protocol”
(COM 9-14)

Summary

This Recommendation describes the Internet Signaling Transport Protocol (ISTP) which facilitates signaling interconnection between IPCablecom control elements (CMS, MGC) and the PSTN C7 network through IPCablecom C7 Signaling Gateways.

19.
Draft new Recommendation J.mibfrw: “IPCablecom Management Information Base (MIB) framework” (COM 9-15)

Summary

Many cable television operators are upgrading their facilities to provide two way capability and using this capability to provide a variety of  IP time critical  services, including voice communications.  This Recommendation describes the framework in which IPCablecom MIBs are defined.

20.
Draft new Recommendation J.mtadpv: “Media Terminal Adapter (MTA) device provisioning requirements for the delivery of real time services over cable television networks using cable modems” (COM 9-16)

Summary

This draft recommendation describes the IPCableCom MTA device initialization and provisioning process for an embedded MTA device.  This document also defines the format of the configuration file used for MTA device provisioning.

21.
Draft new Recommendation J.mtamib: “IPCablecom Media Terminal Adapter (MTA) MIB requirements” (COM 9-17)

Summary

This Recommendation describes IPCablecom’s Media Terminal Adapter (MTA) MIB requirements.

22.
Draft new Recommendation J.mts: “Time division multiplexing of multiple MPEG-2 transport streams over cable television systems” (COM 9-18)

Summary

This contribution is a proposal for time division multiplexing (TDM) format for transmission of multiple MPEG-2 transport streams using a simple implementation on cable television systems. The TDM frame encapsulates the MPEG-2 transport streams prior to transmission. 
The format features interoperability with the existing conventional satellite transmodulation format, which is designed based on the specification of ITU-T Recommendation J.83 Annex C and J.84 Annex C(III). 
This format may be applicable to other transmission systems. Information about the frame format should be transmitted in the network information table simultaneously, when this format is introduced into the existing digital cable television systems. It needed for the set-top box to identify the digital channel containing multiple MPEG-2 transport streams.
23.
Draft new Recommendation J.ncsmib: “IPCablecom network call signalling (NCS) MIB requirements” (COM 9-19)

Summary

This specification describes the IPCablecom Network Call Signaling (NCS) MIB requirements

24.
Draft new Recommendation J.oob: “Digital broadband delivery system: Out of band transport” (COM 9-20)

Summary

This Recommendation specifies the Physical Layer and the Data Link Layer (including the MAC Layer) of two Out-Of-Band cable system transport protocols, denoted as Mode A and Mode B, which are currently in operation.  

25.
Draft new Recommendation J.sec: “IPCablecom security specification” (COM 9-21)

Summary

This Recommendation defines the Security architecture, protocols, algorithms, associated functional requirements and any technological requirements that can provide for the security of the system for the IPCablecom network.  The defined authentication, access control, message and bearer content integrity, confidentiality and non-repudiation security services must be provided for each of the network element interfaces.

26.
Draft new Recommendation J.tgcp: “IPcablecom trunking gateway control protocol (TGCP)” (COM 9-22)

Summary

This Recommendation describes a profile of the Media Gateway Control Protocol (MGCP) for IPCablecom PSTN Gateways which we will refer to as the IPCablecom Trunking Gateway Control Protocol (TGCP). TGCP is a control protocol for use in a centralized call control architecture, and assumes relatively simple endpoint devices. TGCP is designed to meet the protocol requirements for the Media Gateway Controller (MGC) to Media Gateway interface defined in the IPCablecom architecture. The control protocol is one layer of the overall IPCablecom suite of Recommendations and relies upon companion protocol Recommendations to provide complete end-to-end IPCablecom functionality.  The base document for the TGCP Recommendation is the IPCablecom J.162 Recommendation, which is also a profile of MGCP. The scope of TGCP is currently only Voice over IP PSTN Gateways for trunking applications in an IPCablecom environment and the TGCP profile has therefore simplified and in some cases modified from the base J.162 Recommendation accordingly. 
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