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	Subject:
	Meeting of Study Group 12 with a view to approving two draft revised and two draft new Recommendations in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 9, of WTSA (Montreal, 2000)

Geneva, 23 February 2001


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 12, End-to-end transmission performance of networks and terminals, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 19 to 23 February 2001, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 9, of WTSA (Montreal, 2000) for the approval of two revised Recommendations and two new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State, Sector Member or Associate aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Appendix III to WTSA Resolution 1 (Montreal, 2000)).

Available patent information can be accessed on‑line via the ITU‑T website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 9, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 7 February 2001 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 12 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendation(s).

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 23 February 2001 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the ITU Convention.

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 12 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 1/12.

7
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 8)

Summaries and locations of the proposed draft revised and new Recommendations

1
Draft revised Recommendation G.100 – Definitions used in Recommendations on general characteristics of international telephone connections and circuits

Summary
This Recommendation gives the definitions which have been found to be useful in the study of telephone connections and telephone circuits. It provides general terms and definitions related to transmission performance characteristics.

Location: COM 12-R 27.

2
Draft revised Recommendation G.113 – Transmission impairments due to speech processing

Summary
This Recommendation provides guidance regarding transmission impairments introduced by digital speech processing systems. The information provided is for use in conjunction with the transmission planning approach described in Recommendations G.107, G.108 and G.109. The Impairment Factor method, used by the E-model of G.107, is now recommended for all systems except PCM according to G.711. The earlier method that used Quantization Distortion Units is no longer recommended. Updated Impairment Factor values for various digital processing systems are provided in Appendix I. Appendix II contains guidance on how an Advantage Factor can be used to reflect the variation in user expectation of quality for different communications systems (e.g. mobile).

Location: COM 12-R 27.

3
Draft new Recommendation P.833 (P.DIES) – Methodology for derivation of equipment impairment factors from subjective listening-only tests

Summary
This Recommendation gives a methodology for deriving equipment impairment factors (Ies) for digital signal processing devices, namely low-bitrate codecs with or without transmission errors.

The Ie values are derived from the results of subjective listening-only tests. They are intended to be used as an input to the E-model (see ITU-T Rec. G.107).

Location: COM 12-9.

4
Draft new Recommendation P.862 – Perceptual evaluation of speech quality (PESQ), an objective method for end-to-end speech quality assessment of narrowband telephone networks and speech codecs

Summary
This recommendation describes an objective method for predicting the subjective quality of narrow band telephone networks and speech codecs. This document presents a high level description of the method, advice on how to use it and part of the results from a Study Group 12 benchmark carried out in the period 1999-2000. An ANSI-C reference implementation is provided in separate files and these form an integral part of this recommendation. This ANSI-C reference implementation shall take precedence in case of conflicts between the high level description as given in this document and the ANSI-C reference implementation.

Location: COM 12-5.
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