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Geneva, 30 November 2000

	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 2


+41 22 730 5860
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

-
To ITU-T Associates

	E-mail:
	Fabio.bigi@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the ITU-T Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Implementation of the Alternative Approval Process (AAP) for ITU-T Recommendations


Dear Sir/Madam,

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-2000), which was held in Montreal, Canada, from 27 September to 6 October 2000, adopted a new approval procedure, entitled “Alternative Approval Process (AAP)”.  The AAP is set out in ITU-T Recommendation A.8.

The AAP applies to Recommendations which do not have policy or regulatory implications, which therefore do not require formal consultation of Member States (see ITU Convention 246B and WTSA Resolution 37, Montreal, 2000).

I am pleased to inform you that WTSA-2000 approved Resolution 37 which resolves that the AAP shall be in force as of the conclusion of the WTSA on 6 October 2000.  However, the last call implementation will be applied as soon as possible in 2001.  Some details of AAP procedures have been established which I would like to draw your attention to and for which I request your kind cooperation.  Some adjustments might be introduced as experience is gained, of which you will be informed accordingly.

1.
The AAP announcements

According to the AAP sequence of events, the Director of TSB will make the following announcements and notifications:

i-
Initiation of the last call (LC) including a summary and the location of the complete texts of the draft Recommendation

ii-
The results of the LC judgment: 1) approval, or 2) submission to the subsequent study group meeting, or 3) initiation of comment resolution process.  In the latter two cases, appropriate dates are noted.

iii-
The beginning of an additional review (AR) including the summary and location of the complete text of the revised draft Recommendation, in case such an action is requested.

iv-
The results of the AR judgment (if applied): 1) approval, or 2) submission to the subsequent study group meeting.

v-
The Director announces the intention to seek approval at a subsequent study group meeting.  References to the relevant texts and associated LC and AR comments, if any, are provided.

vi-
The results of the above-mentioned study group decision.

The AAP announcements will be posted and updated on the ITU-T website, in principle, every two weeks.

2.
The ITU-T website related to AAP

The following information will be maintained on the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T)

· the AAP “consent” date of the draft new or revised Recommendations

· the announcement date for the LC and the AR, if any

· the deadline for submission of comments for the LC and AR, if any

· the location of the texts and summary of the draft new or revised Recommendations

· the location of any comments

· the results of the comment resolution

· the AAP approval status

· the list of contact points

3.
The AAP contact point

The AAP e-mail contact address is considered to be the only one authorized by each Member State, Sector Member or Associate for e-mail correspondence concerning AAP.

In order to reduce the number of errors generated by a database made up of personal e-mail addresses (which can change frequently with personnel movements and changes, etc.) it is requested that you dedicate an e-mail in your organization to be used for e-mail correspondence concerning AAP.

The dedicated e-mail address should contain the acronym “aap”, the relevant study group number and the organization name or acronym,

e.g.: aapsg4@southtel.com

To enable TSB to establish its database containing the “AAP e-mail contacts”, you are kindly requested to designate one contact address per study group in your organization and to inform TSB as soon as possible, and in any case by 15 January 2001.

For that purpose, please complete the form contained in the Annex and return it to TSB (by electronic mail to tsbedh@itu.int, or by fax to: +41 22 730 5853).  Should you wish to return the form electronically, it can be found on the ITU-T website http://www.itu.int/ITU-T.  Any change in the list of contacts occurring in the course of the study period should be reported to the TSB 
(e-mail: tsbedh@itu.int or fax: +41 22 730 5853).

4.
Patent Statement and Licensing Declaration

Any ITU Member, ITU-T Sector Member or Associate aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of a draft Recommendation proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, not later than the date scheduled for approval of a Recommendation in accordance with the ITU-T patent policy.  The ITU-T “Patent Statement and Licensing Declaration” form available at the ITU-T website 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/patent/index.html shall be used.

Yours faithfully,

Houlin Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: one

ANNEX

(to TSB Circular 2)

Contact points for AAP

Kindly fill in and return this form by 15 January 2001 to:

Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB)

Place des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / e-mail: tsbedh@itu.int 

This form can also be found on the ITU-T website http://www.itu.int/ITU-T 
Administration of Member State:  


Sector Member:  


Associate:  


In the table below, indicate opposite each study group the dedicated e-mail address for AAP correspondence.

	Study Group
	AAP contact (e-mail address, e.g. aapsg4@southtel.com)

	COM 2
	

	COM 3
	

	COM 4
	

	COM 5
	

	COM 6
	

	COM 7
	

	COM 9
	

	COM 10
	

	COM 11
	

	COM 12
	

	COM 13
	

	COM 15
	

	COM 16
	

	SSG
(on IMT-2000 and beyond)
	

	TSAG
	


Date:  


Name of sender:  


Function of sender:  


Telephone No.: 

E-mail: 
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