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Geneva, 22 January 2003

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 9/TAS


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	-
To the members of the Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)


	Subject:
	Meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)

Workshop on tariff issues
Vientiane, Lao, 17 to 20 March 2003


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
During the last meeting of the TAS Group held in Hanoi in May 2002, the TAS Group agreed that the next TAS Group meeting should be scheduled for spring 2003, and Study Group 3 had endorsed this proposal at its meeting in December 2002. I am now pleased to inform you that the TAS Group is to meet from 17 to 20 March 2003 inclusive at the kind invitation of the Department of Posts and Telecommunications of the Ministry of Communications, Transports, Posts and Construction, supported by Lao Telecom Company. The meeting will take place in the Lao Plaza Hotel, Vientiane, from 18 to 20 March 2003 and will be preceded by a one-day workshop focusing on tariff issues and country case studies.

2
The workshop will commence at 9:30 hours on 17 March 2003. The meeting of the TAS Group will commence at 9:30 on the following day and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with § 2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Montreal, 2000). The registration of delegates will take place on the morning of 
17 March at the meeting venue as from 8:30 hours.

3
In agreement with the Chairman of the TAS Group, the workshop and the meeting will be conducted in English without interpretation.

4
The draft agenda of the TAS Group meeting, as prepared by the Chairman of the TAS Group, may be found in Annex 1 hereto. The preliminary programme of the workshop is given in Annex 2.

5
As it will be seen from the agenda, the purpose of the meeting will be to analyze the results of the cost study realized in the TAS region and to study how this cost study can be reflected in the accounting rates negotiation. The TAS Group should also give consideration to the new study items identified during the last TAS meeting. In preparation for the meeting hereby convened, reference should be made to Report TAS-R 2 (December, 2002). Administrations and recognized operating agencies are invited to submit contributions and also to respond to TSB Collective letters 7/TAS and 8/TAS of 13 January 2003 concerning the inquiry on the results of the cost study for inward IDD services in direct and transit relations, and the Questionnaire on the movement of accounting rates.

6
Would you please read carefully Annex 3 to this collective letter which contains practical information kindly provided by the host organization.


In particular, I would point out that you should announce your participation using the Attachments 1 and 2 directly to the host organization (with a copy to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) by not later than 28 February 2003.

7
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSA (Montreal, 2000) contributions to the work of the Study Group shall be submitted to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).


Contributions which cannot reach TSB by 7 March 2003 must be sent directly to Lao Telecom at the address given hereunder, with a copy to TSB. Such delayed contributions must be in English and reach Lao Telecom at least seven working days before the meeting.

With a view to settling any questions which might arise concerning contributions, the name, the fax and telephone numbers and the e-mail address of the person to be contacted should be indicated on contributions.  Accordingly, please give those details on the cover page of all documents.

Address for sending delayed contributions:
Mrs. Somchit Leuangvanxay
Manager,
Lao Telecommunications
Lanexang Avenue
Vientiane 0100
Lao, P.D.R.
Tel: +856 21 215 523

Fax: +856 21 217 037
Email: bns@laotel.com

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 3

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 9/TAS)

Draft Agenda

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Approval of the agenda

3. Available documents

4. Review of TAS activities

5. Review of ITU activities

6. Results of the cost study for inward IDD services

7. Results of the TAS questionnaire

8. TAS cost model enhancements

9. Traffic declarations and settlement procedures

10. Interconnection

11. Accounting rates issues:




- reduction of accounting rates



- aligning accounting rates with collection rates

12. Termination rate issues

13. IP Telephony

14. International Internet Connectivity

15. 
General items

16. Meeting report

17. Next meeting

annex 2
(to TSB Collective letter 9/TAS)

Preliminary programme of the workshop
on “tariff issues and country case studies”

Lao, 17 March 2003

1
Telecommunication development in Asia and Oceania:

· General trends

· Mobile market

· Internet 

· New technology

2
Experience in costing and setting tariffs

3
Country experience, IP Telephony – Internet - Interconnection

4
Relationship between operators/regulators

annex 3
(to TSB Collective letter 9/TAS)

General information for the meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group) and for the Workshop on tariff issues and country case studies

17-20 March 2003, Vientiane, Lao P.D.R.

_________

1
Venue of the meeting

LAO  PLAZA HOTEL

Samsenthai Road

P. O. Box 6708

Vientiane 

Lao P.D.R.

Tel: +856  21 218800 – 01

Fax: +856  21 218808-9

E-mail :  lph@laoplazahotel.com
2
Hotel reservation

The Lao Plaza Hotel is recommended to all participants during their stay in Vientiane for the meeting. Room reservation can be made through Vientiane operating committee.

Standard room with Breakfast

Single room:  US$ 65 net/  night

Twin room: US$  75 net/  night

Executive floor with Breakfast

Single room:  US$ 80 net/ night

Twin room:   US$  90 net/ night

Deluxe Suite room: US$ 170 net/ night

Executive Suite room:  US$ 220 net/ night

3
Transportation
For your general information, the transportation Airport – Hotel – Airport is free of charge.

4
Immigration requirements

Citizens of some countries do not require a prior entry visa in accordance with the bilateral agreements between Laos and their countries.  For information on entry visa to Laos, participants are requested to contact the Lao’ Embassy in their country.

The Laos Operating Committee will issue a letter facilitating the obtaining of a visa on receipt of registration forms.

5
Airport tax 

An airport tax of USD 10.00 is to be paid at the time of departure.

6
Local time

GMT + 7 hour 

7
Food/ diet

A wide range of choice of food/diet from Asian style to Western style is available in the hotel restaurants, food courts. The local cuisine is excellent for different tastes.

8
Currency

The official currency of Laos is Kip (LaoKip).  For money changing, banks and money changes are conveniently located over the city and at the airport, as well as in hotels. One US$ is approximately Kip 10.660. Major banks are open from 9.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m., Monday to Friday.  All main credit cards are accepted, such as VISA, MASTER

9
Climate

The average temperature during March ranges between 25 °C to 30 °C.  However, it may be higher in the afternoon.

10
Electric power

220 V;  50 – 60 Hz.

11
Language

The official Language is Laos, but some people in the central area of the City speak English.

12
Telecommunication service

Telephone and facsimile facilities are available in the Hotel and outside. The charge for using these services in hotels is as follows:

Local = 0.5 US$/ 3 Minute; LD = 0.5 US$/Minute; ILD = Lao Telecom rate  + 100%

13
Insurance

All participants are requested to make necessary arrangements for their insurance and medical coverage before travelling.

Laos Operating Committee – Contact point

1.
Mr.  Palami PHOMMATHASY

Director General,

The Post of Telecoms Dept,  MCTPC

Fax: +856  21 412279 /Tel:  +856  21 412280

E-mail: depostel@laotel.com  

2.
Mr. Houmphanh  INTHARATH

Director General,  

Lao Telecommunications

Fax: +856  21 216156 / Tel:  +856  21 212143 

E-mail:  hpinthar@laotel.com
3.
Mrs. Somchit  LEUANGVANXAY

Manager,

Collection and International Relations Department

Lao Telecommunications

Fax: +856  21  217037 / Tel: +856  21  215523

E-mail:  bns@laotel.com

4.
Mr. Bounthone  PHOUNSAVATH

Chief of Business Int’l  Relations Carrier

Collection and Int’l  Relations Department

Fax: +856 21 217037 / Tel: +856 21 252527

E-mail:  bns@laotel.com

5.
Mr. Keovisouk  SOLAPHOM
Chief of Data Planing

Fax: +856 21 212927 / Tel: +856 21 250943

E-mail:  solaphom@laotel.com
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Attachment 1
(to Annex 3 to TSB Collective letter 9/TAS)

	REGISTRATION FORM
TAS Group Meeting and Workshop
Vientiane, Lao P.D.R.
17-20 March 2003


Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 28th February 2003 to:

Mrs. Somchit LEUANGVANXAY

Manager,

Collection and International Relations Dept.

Lao Telecommunications

Tel: 
+856 21 215523

Fax:
+856 21 217037

Email:
bns@laotel.com

With a copy to TSB - Fax: +41 22 730 5853

	I participate in the following:
	Workshop
	TAS Group meeting

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	
	

	Mr.

Mrs.

Miss


	
	

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	Family Name
	
	Country

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	First Name
	
	Name of Administration of Member State *

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	Accompanied by – please specify name
	
	Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other

	
	
	

	
	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:
	

	_________________________________________________
	Tel:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	Fax:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	E-mail:_________________________________________________

	

	

	
	

	Private address during the meeting:
	

	_________________________________________________
	Tel:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	Fax:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	E-mail:_________________________________________________

	

	

	Date: _________________________
	Signature: _______________________________________________________


____________

Attachment 2
(to Annex 3 to TSB Collective letter 9/TAS)

TAS Group Meeting and Workshop
Vientiane, Lao P.D.R.
17-20 March 2003
	HOTEL Registration Form

(capital letter)


	1. Mr/Ms/Mrs

___________________________________
___________________________________





(Family name)




(First name)

2. Official Title

_________________________________________________________________________

3. Organization

_________________________________________________________________________

4. Address


_________________________________________________________________________
5. Country


____________________________
   Nationality  ______________________________
6. Telephone


__________________________
   Facsimile    _______________________________
7. E-mail 


____________________________________________________________

8. Passport No.

______________________
Place of Issue    ____________________________

9.  Date of Issue

______________________
Expiry Date  _______________________________

10. Date of Birth 

__________________
Place of Birth  _____________________________



	Flight Information

1. Arrival in Vientiane

______________________
____________________
___________________






(Flight No.)


(Date)


(Time)

2. Departure from Vientiane ______________________
_________________
___________________






 (Flight No.)


(Date)


(Time)


	Hotel Accommodation

Hotel accommodation at Lao Plaza Hotel





Standard Room: 

Single 

   (








Twin
 
   (




Executive Room: 

Single

   (     Deluxe Suite
  (








Twin

   (     Executive Suite  (
Date In ___________________________
Date Out ______________________________




	Signature
_______________________________________

Date  _________________________




	Contact Point:

Mrs. Somchit Leuangvanxay, Manager, Lao Telecom Company



Fax: +856 21 215523
Email: bns@laotel.com


________________________







	Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
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Attachment 1
(to Annex 3to TSB Collective letter 9/TAS)

REGISTRATION FORM
TAS Group Meeting and Workshop
Vientiane, Lao P.D.R.

17-20 March 2003

Please complete a separ ate form for each delegate and return by 28" February 2003 to:

Mrs. Somchit LEUANGVANXAY Td: +856 21 215523
Manager, Fax:  +856 21 217037
Collection and International Relations Dept. Email: bns@laotel.com

Lao Telecommunications

With a copy to TSB - Fax: +41 22 730 5853

o ) ] Workshop TAS Group meeting
| participatein thefollowing:
|:| Mr. I:' Mrs. I:l Miss
Family Name Country
First Name Name of Administration of Member State *
Accompanied by — please specify name Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other
Complete address of Administration or Organization:
Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:
Private address during the meeting:
Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:

Date: Signature:






		Workshop: 

		TAS Group Meeting: 

		Mr: Off

		Mrs: Off

		Miss: Off

		Country: 

		Family Name: 

		First Name: 

		Accompanied by: 

		Name of administration: 

		Name of Sector Member: 

		Address: 

		Tel: 

		Fax: 

		Email: 

		Date: 






