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Geneva, 18 March 2002

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 6/TAS


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	-
To the members of the Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)


	Subject:
	Meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)

Workshop on cost models and tariff issues
Hanoi, Viet Nam, 13 to 16 May 2002


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
During the last meeting of the TAS Group held in Abu Dhabi in May 2001, the TAS Group agreed that the next TAS Group meeting should be scheduled for spring 2002, and the Study Group 3 had endorsed this proposal at its meeting in December 2001. I am now pleased to inform you that the TAS Group is to meet from 13 to 16 May 2002 inclusive at the kind invitation of the Department General of Posts and Telecommunications of Viet Nam. The meeting will take place in Hanoi, from 14 to 16 May 2002 and will be preceded by a one-day workshop focusing on the cost model implementation and on tariff issues.

2
The workshop will commence at 9.30 hours on 13 May 2002. The meeting of the TAS Group will commence at 9:30 on the following day and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with § 2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Montreal, 2000). The registration of delegates will take place on the morning of 
13 May at the meeting venue as from 8.30 hours.

3
In agreement with the Chairman of the TAS Group, the workshop and the meeting will be conducted in English without interpretation.

4
The draft agenda of the TAS Group meeting, as prepared by the Chairman of the TAS Group, may be found in Annex 1 hereto. The preliminary programme of the workshop is given in Annex 2.

5
As it will be seen from the agenda, the purpose of the meeting will be to analyze the results of the cost study realized in the TAS region and to study how this cost study can be reflected in the accounting rates negotiation. The TAS Group should also give consideration to the new study items identified during the last TAS meeting. In preparation for the meeting hereby convened, reference should be made to the Report TAS-R 1 (May, 2001). Administrations and recognized operating agencies are invited to submit contributions and also to respond to TSB Collective letters 4/TAS and 5/TAS of 5 March 2002 concerning the inquiry on the results of the cost study for inward IDD services in direct and transit relations, and the Questionnaire on the movement of accounting rates.

6
You will shortly be receiving an addendum to this Collective letter containing the practical information provided by the host organization regarding hotel reservations, administrative formalities together with the registration form.

7
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSA (Montreal, 2000) contributions to the work of the Study Group shall be submitted to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).


Contributions which cannot reach TSB by 1 May 2002 must be sent directly to DGPT at the address given hereunder, with a copy to TSB. Such delayed contributions must be in English and reach DGPT at least seven working days before the meeting.

With a view to settling any questions which might arise concerning contributions, the name, the fax and telephone numbers and the e-mail address of the person to be contacted should be indicated on contributions.  Accordingly, please give those details on the cover page of all documents.

Address for sending delayed contributions:

Mr. Le Thai Hong

Senior Manager

International Organizations

Department General of Posts 

and Telecommunications of S. R. Viet Nam

18 Nguyen Du Str.

Hanoi

Viet Nam

Telephone: 
+84 4 9430204

Fax:

+84 4 8226590

Email:

lthong@dgpt.gov.vn

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 6/TAS)

Draft Agenda

1. Opening of Meeting

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Available documents

4. Review of TAS activities

5. Review of ITU activities

6. Results of the cost study for inward IDD services

7. Results of the TAS questionnaire

8. TAS cost model enhancements

9. Traffic declarations and settlement procedures

10. Interconnection costs

11. Aligning of accounting rates with collection rates

12. Termination rate issues

13. Mobile interconnection

14. IP Telephony

15. Internet costs

16. ATM advanced data services

17. General items

18. Meeting report

19. Next meeting

annex 2
(to TSB Collective letter 6/TAS)

Preliminary programme of the workshop
on the “TAS cost model and market realities”

Hanoi (Viet Nam), 13 May 2002

	No
	Subjects
	Main contributors

	1
	Opening session
	Local authority and 
TAS Group chair

	2
	Cost model concept in general and TAS cost model
	Mr. William Withers

	3
	Implementation of the cost model, 
common problems and solution
	Mr. William Withers

	4
	Recent updates of the TAS cost model
	Mr. Rajagopal

	5
	ABC to enhance the management information system
	Mr. Saud Al-Tiwanyi

	6
	Market realities, routing, accounting, settlement issues
	Mr. Peter Watt

	7
	International interconnection
	Mr. Saburo Tanaka


____________________
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