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Geneva, 19 March 2001

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 3/TAS


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	-
To the members of the Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)


	Subject:
	Meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 21 to 23 May 2001


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
During the last meeting of the TAS Group held in Sydney, Australia, in February 2000, the TAS Group agreed that the next TAS Group meeting should be scheduled for spring 2001, and the Study Group 3 had endorsed this proposal at its meeting in December 2000. I am now pleased to inform you that the TAS Group is to meet from 21 to 23 May 2001 inclusive at the kind invitation of Emirates Telecommunications Corporation (Etisalat, United Arab Emirates). The meeting will take place at the Hilton Hotel, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

2
The meeting will commence at 9.30 hours on 21 May 2001 and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with § 2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Montreal, 2000). The registration of delegates will take place on the same morning at the meeting venue as from 8.30 hours.

3
In agreement with the Chairman of the TAS Group, the meeting will be conducted in English without interpretation.

4
The draft agenda, as prepared by the Chairman of the TAS Group, may be found in 
Annex 1 hereto.

5
As it will be seen from the agenda, the purpose of the meeting will be to analyze the results of the cost study realized in the TAS region and to study how this cost study can be reflected in the accounting rates negotiation. The TAS Group should also give consideration to the new study items identified during the last TAS meeting. In preparation for the meeting hereby convened, reference should be made to the Report TAS-R 5 (March, 2000). Administrations and recognized operating agencies are invited to submit contributions and also to respond to the TSB Collective letters 1/TAS and 2/TAS of 15 December 2000 concerning the inquiry on the results of the cost study for inward IDD services in direct and transit relations, and the Questionnaire on the movement of accounting rates.

6
Would you please read carefully Annex 2 to this collective letter which contains practical information kindly provided by the host organization.


In particular, I would point out that you should announce your participation directly to the host organization (with a copy to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) by not later than 1 May 2001.

7
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSA (Montreal, 2000) contributions to the work of the Study Group shall be submitted to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).


Contributions which cannot reach the TSB by 21 April 2001 must be sent directly to Etisalat at the address given hereunder, with a copy to the TSB. Such delayed contributions must be in English and reach Etisalat at least seven working days before the meeting.

Address for sending delayed contributions:

Mohammed Rashid M.S. Al Sharhan 

Tariffs Manager

International Business Relations

Etisalat – UAE

Telephone: 
+971 2  6184 418/581 (office)

Mobile:       
+971 50 6220 717


Fax:

+971 2 6336 700

Email:

asharhan@emirates.net.ae
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 3/TAS)

Draft Agenda

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the Agenda

3. Available documents

4. Review of TAS activities

5. Review of ITU activities

6. TAS Cost Model

a) Results of cost study

b) TAS Cost Model enhancement

c) Results of the TAS questionnaire on the implementation of 
Recommendation D.500R

d) Revision of Cost Study for inward IDD Services and Revision of 
Recommendation D.500R

7. Long Run Incremental Cost Model

8. Internet Telephony

9. Transitional arrangements leading towards termination charge

10. Market realities

11. Settlement issues

12. Movement of accounting rates

13. Internet costs

14. Other business

15. Next meeting

16. Report of the meeting

annex 2
(to TSB Collective letter 3/TAS)

General information for the TAS Group meeting
(Abu Dhabi, 21-23 May 2001)

A – MEETING INFORMATION

1
Meeting dates

21 to 23 May 2001

2
Venue

The TAS Group meeting is to be held at the Hotel Hilton in Abu Dhabi. The full address of the Hotel Hilton, Abu Dhabi is as follows:

Hotel Hilton

P.O. Box 811

Corniche Street

ABU DHABI

United Arab Emirates

Tel: +971 2 6811900

Fax: +971 2 6211 696

Email: auhhitw@emirates.net.ae

3
Hotel Reservation

	Name of the Hotel
	Location
	Room Type
	Room Rate

	Hilton Hotel
	Corniche Street
Abu Dhabi
	Standard Single/Double
	55 US$
(net price per night)


Room rate: US$ 55 Per night net price for both standard single/double rooms. (This is Etisalat special corporate rate for the participants). It is considered the most convenient hotel in the city.

Etisalat will help in the hotel booking at its corporate rates upon receiving the hotel reservation form. You are required to send the form to Mr. Mohammad Al Sharhan before the 1st May 2001.
4
Transportation to the hotels

Abu Dhabi International Airport is approximately 30 km from the city and travel time is 20-30 minutes depending on the volume of traffic.  If a pick-up hasn’t been pre-arranged, the airport taxi Al Ghazal offers trip to the City at Dh 50-Dh 70 (Tel 4447787). Abu Dhabi Duty Free (ADDF) is considered one of the best in the region, with competitively priced designer and famous brand goods.

Dubai is approximately two hours drive from Abu Dhabi.  Taxis are available from Dubai Airport to Abu Dhabi at the rate of Dh 250-300.

5
Registration

Your are requested to register for the TAS meeting in Abu Dhabi before 1st May 2001 with the enclosed Registration Form (Attachment 1) sent directly to: 

Mohammed Rashid M.S. Al Sharhan 

Tariffs Manager

International Business Relations

Etisalat – UAE

Telephone: 
+971 2  6184 418/581 (office)

Mobile:       
+971 50 6220 717


Fax:

+971 2 6336 700

Email:

asharhan@emirates.net.ae
B – General Information

1
Information about Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi is the capital of the United Arab Emirates, a federation of seven emirates in the gulf founded in 1971.  The business area has a string of skyscrapers which is considered one of the most modern in the Middle East.  The seaside road Corniche is lined with high-rise office buildings overlooking carefully cultivated gardens with bright and colorful flowers.

2
Climate

Abu Dhabi has desert climate with hot summers and pleasant winters.  Average temperature for the month of May is 31oC (87.8oF). It could be higher (35 oC).

3
Electricity

220 V (240 V in Abu Dhabi), 50 Hz.

4
Foreign currency exchange

USD $1.00 = 3.67 United Arab Emirates Dirham (as of 5 March 2001)

Currencies of major nations, foreign bank notes, and traveller’s checks can be exchanged into United Arab Emirates Dirham at any bank or major hotels. The exchange rate is subject to change with market fluctuations. 

5
Credit cards

Hotels and main shops accept major credit cards, such as American Express, Master, Diners and Visa.

6
Passport and Visa

Visitors from outside GCC countries will need visa to enter the UAE. British passport holders can obtain visas for up to one month at the airport entry.

Etisalat can provide assistance in obtaining the visa.  Please provide photocopy of your passport to the contact person for processing. The hotel can also obtain transit visa for the duration of the conference.

Attachment 1
(to ANNEX 2 to TSB Collective letter 3/TAS)

	REGISTRATION FORM
TAS Group Meeting
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
21-23 May 2001


Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 1st May 2001 to:

Mohammed Rashid M.S. Al Sharhan 

Tariffs Manager

International Business Relations

Etisalat – UAE

Telephone: 
+971 2  6184 418/581 (office)

Mobile:       
+971 50 6220 717


Fax:

+971 2 6336 700

Email:

asharhan@emirates.net.ae
With a copy to TSB - Fax: +41 22 730 5853

____________________________

	
	
	

	Mr.

Mrs.

Miss


	
	

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	Family Name
	
	Country

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	First Name
	
	Name of Administration of Member State *

	_________________________________________________
	
	_________________________________________________

	Accompanied by – please specify name
	
	Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other

	
	
	

	
	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:
	

	_________________________________________________
	Tel:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	Fax:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	E-mail:_________________________________________________

	

	

	
	

	Private address during the meeting:
	

	_________________________________________________
	Tel:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	Fax:____________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________
	E-mail:_________________________________________________

	

	

	Date: _________________________
	Signature: _______________________________________________________


Attachment 2
(to ANNEX 2 to TSB Collective letter 3/TAS)

	HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
TAS Group Meeting
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
21-23 May 2001


The deadline for early reservation is 1st May 2001

Please return to:

Mohammed Rashid M.S. Al Sharhan 

Tariffs Manager

International Business Relations

Etisalat – UAE

Telephone: 
+971 2  6184 418/581 (office)

Mobile:       
+971 50 6220 717


Fax:

+971 2 6336 700

Email:

asharhan@emirates.net.ae
                 chambre simple/double        du                                heure d'arrivée                           au 

-------------single/double room            from        ---------------  time of arrival        -------------  to  ------------

                 habitación indiv./doble    desde el                           hora de llegada                           al

Name

---------------------------------------------- 

First name


----------------------------------------------- 

Address

-------------------------------------------------
Tel:
-----------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
Fax:
-----------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
E-mail: --------------------------------

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  ---------------------------------

                                                                                                                                         other
No  ---------------------------------------------

Validity --------------------------------------------------

Date --------------------------  


Signature ------------------------------------------------

__________________________
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