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Geneva, 23 August 2002

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 4/TAL

BDT DM-252


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	· To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members and to ITU-T Associates participating in the work of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean

· To TAL Regional Experts Group


	Subject:
	Experts Group on cost model and Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group) meetings.
Guatemala City, Guatemala, 4 to 8 November 2002


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In accordance with the schedule of meetings adopted by Study Group 3 at its meeting in Geneva in June 2002, the meeting of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group) is to take place in Guatemala City from 6 to 8 November 2002 at the kind invitation of the Superintendencia de Telecomunicaciones de Guatemala. 

Pursuant to Istanbul Action Plan, Programme 4 and Resolution 26 (Assistance to the Regional Tariff Groups) adopted by WTSA (Montreal, 2000), BDT is to work conjointly with the TSB to assist Administrations and Recognised Operating Agencies (ROA) in the TAL region to develop the relevant tools to establish cost orientated tariffs for telecommunication services. To this end, an Experts Group on costing and tariffs is also scheduled at the same venue over the period November 4-5, 2002.

2
The Experts Group meeting will open at 0930 hours on 4 November 2002. The TAL Group meeting will start on 6 November 2002 from 0930 hours, and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with §2.1.5 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly. The registration of delegates will take place on the morning of 4 November 2002 at the meeting venue as from 0830 hours.

3
An interpretation service will be provided for the Experts Group and TAL meetings in accordance with the provisions in force.

4
The draft agenda, as prepared in consultation with the Chairman of the TAL Group, is set out in Annex 1 hereto. Possible discussion items for the Experts Group can be found in Annex 2.

5
Administrations and Recognised Operating Agencies are urged to consider and submit contributions on agenda items that were discussed previously at the last TAL Group meeting and the Study Group 3 meeting of June 2002.

6
Would you please read carefully Annex 3 to this collective letter which contains practical information kindly provided by the host organization. In particular, I would point out that you should announce your participation directly to the host organization (with a copy to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) not later than 14 October 2002, using the participation form attached in Annex 3.

7
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of WTSA (Montreal, 2000), contributions to the work of the study group shall be submitted to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).


Contributions which cannot reach the TSB by 4 October 2002 must be sent directly to the host organization at the address given hereunder, with a copy to the TSB. Such delayed contributions should reach the host organization at least seven working days before the meeting.


Address to send delayed contributions:

SUPERINTENDENCIA

DE TELECOMUNICACIONES

14 calle 3-51 zona 10,  Murano Center, Nivel 16 
Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala

PBX : +502 366-5880

FAX: +502 366-5892

Email: supertel@sit.gob.gt


It is important to note that participants should enquire in advance whether they need a visa for Guatemala and apply to the Consulate or Embassy of Guatemala in their respective country.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
H. Touré
Director of the Telecommunication
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
Development Bureau

Annexes: 3

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective-letter 4/TAL)

Draft Agenda

1 Opening of the meeting

2 Adoption of the agenda

3 Structure and work procedures

4
Inventory of available documents

5 Analysis of replies to the questionnaire on accounting/settlement rates

6 Possible revision of Recommendation D.400R

7 Review and implementation of the TAL cost model

8 Accounting in international telephony

8.1 Transitional arrangements

8.2 Regional and bilateral arrangements

8.3 Termination charges

8.4 Code of conduct when negotiating accounting rates as proposed by the Rapporteur 
Group on Cost Methodologies

9 Accounting for traffic terminating in mobile networks

10 Call-Back and implementation of Resolution 29

11 IP Telephony

12 International Internet Connection (Recommendation D.50)

13 Other business

14 Future work programme

15
Closure of the meeting

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Collective-letter 4/TAL)

Experts Group on costs for the TAL Group
Provisional list of discussion items

1 Global trends in telecommunication development and situation in the TAL region

2 Activities and results of the last Study Group 3 meeting, costing principles as adopted by Study Group 3

3 Examination of TAL cost models

3.1 Methodology for evaluating the cost of an international call

3.2 The TAL interconnection model

3.3 Collection of necessary data

3.4 Preparation for implementing these models

3.5 Questions and answers

4 Country case studies and experience of operators in implementing cost models

5 Activities of regulators concerning the determination of cost models

ANNEX 3
(to TSB Collective-letter 4/TAL)

General information for the Experts Group and TAL Group meeting
Guatemala City, 4-8 November 2002

1 Venue

The Experts Group and the TAL Group meetings will be held at the Hotel Clarion Suites in Guatemala City. The full address of the meeting venue is as follows: 

Hotel Clarion Suites

14 calle 3-08 zona 10, 
Guatemala City, Guatemala

PBX : +502 363-3333

FAX: +502 363-3333 ext. 549

Website: www.hotelclarionguatemala.com
E-mail:  ventas@clarionguatemala.com

2 Local coordination

Local coordination will be managed by the Superintendencia de Telecomunicaciones de Guatemala:

SUPERINTENDENCIA

DE TELECOMUNICACIONES

14 calle 3-51 zona 10,  Murano Center, Nivel 16 
Guatemala City, Guatemala

PBX : +502 366-5880

FAX: +502 366-5892

Business hours: 0830 to 1700 hours.

E-mail: supertel@sit.gob.gt

3 Hotel accommodation

Accommodation in the venue hotel will be in attractively decorated suites with a panoramic view of the city. The daily rates are USD83 for single occupancy, including breakfast and lunch, or USD93 for double occupancy (USD46.50 per person). Taxes are included.

To make your hotel reservation, you are kindly requested to send the attached form, duly completed, to Ms Susette Morales or Ms Nora de Rojas at the following fax number: +502 366-5892, or by 
E-mail: smorales@sit.gob.gt or nrojas@sit.gob.gt
Since the hotel is offering preferential rates to participants in the meeting, we urge you to use the form for you reservations and to send it to the above-mentioned fax number. Any queries may be made by calling the following telephone number: +502 366 5880, extension 215 or 223.

Payment is to be made directly at the hotel, either in cash or by credit card. You will be sent confirmation of your reservation. Should you decide not to attend, your reservation must be cancelled at least 24 hours in advance of your scheduled arrival, otherwise you will be charged for one night’s hotel accommodation. The meetings will take place in the Salón Marfil, the hotel conference room, with simultaneous interpretation (English/Spanish) as well as the usual facilities required for this kind of event.

4
Telecommunications

A delegates room will be set up in the hotel, with personal computers and connections for portable computers.

5
Transportation

Delegates will arrive at Guatemala’s “La Aurora” international airport, located five minutes away from the hotel. The hotel offers an airport shuttle service, which is included in the price of the room. To facilitate the coordination of transfers, delegates are kindly requested to indicated the times and dates of their arrival in and departure from Guatemala.

There is a USD30 airport tax at departure.

6
Visas
To enter the country, participants will require a passport issued by the competent authorities and, as necessary, a visa as required by the Guatemalan authorities. 

It is important for participants to check sufficiently well in advance whether they need an entry visa for Guatemala or a tourist card and, if so, to apply for it at the Guatemalan consulate or embassy in their respective countries.

7
Climate
In November the temperature in Guatemala varies between approximately 16 and 25ºC.

8
Voltage
Voltaje in Guatemala is 110 volts, 60Hz.

9
Exchange Rate
The national currency is the Quetzal (Q). The current rate of exchange is 7.90 Quetzales to 1USD. The bureau de change in the airport is open during the period in which most flights arrive.

10
Banks

The hotel provides a money-changing service for United States dollars – Quetzales and vice versa.

The following banks are located half a block away form the hotel: Citibank, open Monday-Friday from 0900 to 1700 hours and Lloyds TSB, open to the public from 0930 to 1600 hours Monday to Friday.

11
Assistance on arrival at Guatemala City

Should you need additional assistance on your arrival at Guatemala City, for example if you arrive at a time other than that specified, or for any other reason, we suggest that you buy a prepaid telephone card for the public telephone service and call the following number: 306-5331.

Attachment 1
(to ANNEX 3 to Collective letter 4/TAL)

	REGISTRATION FORM
Experts Group on costs & TAL Group meetings
Guatemala City, Guatemala
4-8 November 2002


Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 14 October 2002 to: 
 
Ms. Susette Morales or Ms. Nora de Rojas
Fax: +(502) 366-5892

With a copy to TSB: Fax: +41 22 730 5853

	I participate in the following:
	Experts Group
meeting
	TAL Group meeting

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	
_______________________________________________
Country

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Administration of Member State*

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other

	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	Fax: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	E-mail: __________________________________________

	

	

	
	Hotel/Address in Guatemala City

	
	Hotel: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ____________________________________________

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Attachment 2
(to ANNEX 3 to Collective letter 4/TAL)

To be sent to: 
Ms. Susette Morales or Ms. Nora de Rojas
Fax: +(502) 366-5892

	HOTEL RESERVATION FORM


(The deadline for registration is 14 October 2002)


EXPERTS GROUP AND TAL GROUP MEETINGS

Guatemala City, 4-8 November 2002

	Last Name :
	
	First Name :
	

	Organisation Name
	
	
	

	Country :
	
	
	

	Business Address : 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Tel
	
	Fax
	
	E-mail
	

	Hotel Section:
	

	Type of room :

Single
(

Double (



	

	

	Arrival Date
	
	Flight
	
	Time
	

	Departure Date
	
	Flight
	
	Time
	

	

	


__________________________________________________

	Place des Nations
	Telephone
+41 22 730 51 11
	Telex 421 000 uit ch
	Internet:
itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Geneva 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegram ITU GENEVE
	X.400 
S=itumail; P=itu

	Switzerland
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
	
	
A=400net; C=ch


itu-t\com-t\com3\tal\coll\004e

ITU-T\COM-T\COM3\TAL\COLL\004E
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Attachment 1
(to ANNEX 3to Collective letter 4/TAL)

REGISTRATION FORM
Experts Group on costs& TAL Group meetings
Guatemala City, Guatemala
4-8 November 2002

Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 14 October 2002 to:

Ms. Susette Moralesor Ms. Nora de Rojas
Fax: +(502) 366-5892

With a copy to TSB: Fax: +41 22 730 5853

Experts Group TAL Group
. - . . meeti meeti
| participatein the following: g ng
Mr. Mrs. Miss
Country
Family Name Name of Administration of Member State*
First Name Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other
Complete address of Administration or Organization:
Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:

Hotel/Addressin Guatemala City
Hotel:
Address:

Tel:

Date: Signature:

ITU-T\COM -T\COMATAL\COLL\OO4E







